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WH E N the angels beheld the d i s c, 
dark and difordered ftate of cie- ^^ 
ated nature upon its firft produftion, they 
were, doubtlefs, thrown into fome perplex- 
ity to conceive how it ihould ever be 
made a means of manifefting forth the 
glory <rf the Creator. But when they faw 
the light fpting up^ at the divine command; 
fixim that blacknefs of darknefs, and fix 
it's refidencc in it's tabernacle the fun, 
illuminating and adorning the firmament 
of heaven with it's glorious Ihew, and the 
earth with it's beautiful furniture, all 
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formed out of mdenefs and cui**w- 
then they confcffed that the difficulty of 
the worl^ fenred only to difplay the Ikill 
of the workmafter, which is proportionably 
cftimated by the unpromifing nature of 
the materials. 

In like manner, whoever views -the 
chaos to which the infinite wifdom of a 
prefiding Providence fometimes permits 
the moral world to be reduced by the 
prevailing power of the prince of darkneis> 
and the agency of his inftruments, wUl 
fcarce be able, at firft, to difcem aiiy 
traces of the divine counfels in a mirror fo 
fuUied and clouded over by the enormities 
of finfiil men. Yet let him wait with 
patience for a little feafbn, and thofe 
cloxids fliall pa/s aw^ay ; a light (hall fhine, 
and feme great end prefcnt itfelf to fight, 
lb worthy of God, fo beneficial to man, 
that Handing amazed at a power able tc 
bring the j;reateft good out of the greatcf 
evil, he will be forced to cry put concerr 
ing the oeconomy of the ipiritual lyller 



316? ' Cbrijiian^ King^ s 

9& David did concerning the operations x>f o i s c. 
the natural — ^J* O Lord, how manifold are ^' 
^^ thy w^rks ! In . wiidoxu hail thou, made 
^^them^l*/' 

. What a gloomy and comfortlefs .fccno 
to the eye of flefli was exhibited in Judea, 
when die pure and innocent Jefus, for&ken 
by all his difciples, was dehvered up intp 
UxQ hands of wicked men, to end a life of 
righteoufnefs and mercy by a death of 
pai^ and ihame ! Certainly that was the 
hour of tjie ungodly, and the power of 
darknefs. But in that very hour was God 
glorified, and the world redeemed. And 
while the Eg)^ptians look upon a cloud 
which they cannot fee through, Ifrael 
behi3lds in the fame column a bright and 
Ihining light, direding and conducing 
them to the L#and of Promife. 

And as nothing that was evxr tranfadcd 
upon the theatre of this wprld brought fo 

' * Pf. CIV. 14. 

3 2 much 



4 ^be Chriftian King. 

n I set much glory to God oh high as the pa^on 
^' of the Meffiah, fo next toHhat, bccanfe 
Ac neareft rcfcmblance of it, precious and 
moft honourable in his fight is the death 
of his faints, St. John " heard a voice 
** from heaven," enjoining him to write^ 
and declare to the world, that •' bleflcd 
** are the dead which die in the Lord*/* 
More blcfTed, furely, are they that difc not 
only in him, but for him, and lay down 
their lives in a good and a righteous caufe. 
And though in the eyes of men the 
church might appear more amiable when; 
exulting in the favour of Conflantine, fhe 
wore the white garments of joy and 
feflivity, and carried the palm of viftory 
and triumph in her hand, yet we know 
that fhe was never dearer to God> becaiife 
never more conformed to the image of his 
Son, than jufl before that period of time, 
when, perfecuted by the fury of Dioclefian, 
fhe was feen arrayed in the fcarlet robe of 
martyrdom, and bore heir crofs after Jefus. 

> Rev. xiv, 13, 

Profperity 
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Profpcfity in this world, bcfides that it is ? ^ ^ c. 

an argument which will conclude for and * 

againft eirery caufe and par^ in thdx 

t:xiFns, can never be the badge of his 

difciples, who came into the world in a 

liable, among the beafb that periih, and 

went out of it upon a crofs, numbered 

with malefadors: And whoever makes 

this the criterion of the divine favour, 

muft condemn the generation of God's 

children^ from ri^tdous Abel to the 

Uefled martyr of this day ; upon whoib 

unparalleled nrarder though we canndt 

refled: but with horjX)r and ailx)niihmenty 

yet moft gratefully aare we ever boimd to 

commemorate the glories of God's grace, 

which he made the villany of the moft 

abandoned mifcreaAtb an occafion of calling^ 

forth and difpbying to mankind in the 

perfbn of his anointed^ enabled thereby ib 

iledfaftly to k)ok unto and fo clofcly to 

copy after his Mafter and Saviour, who 

** left him an example, that he fhould 

*' follow his fteps^-^-^And he foUovrcd 

them unto the end. 

B 3 But 




A t&e Chrijiian King. 

But as exceptions have been taken at 
difcourfes on this day's occafion, as well as 
at fome parts of the Church fcrvice 
appointed for it, on account of their infti-* 
tuting what have been called impious com- 
parifons between our Lord and the royal 
martyr, it will not be amifs, before we 
proceed, to obviate that objeftion. Some 
coniiderations therefore fhall be laid fcefore 
you, to evince tliat our Lord and Sav?6ut 
Jelus Chrift Is fet forth* to us In the holy 
Icriptures as an example which we are ta 
f)llow\ and, confequently, that eVery Chrif- 
tife, lb far as he does follow that ex- 
ample, and lives and dies in the fpirit of 
his ra^ifter, is fo far conformed, or made like 
unto him ; by which it will appear, that 
as the rciyal martyr did eminently follow" 
this example of Chrift, and fb was emi- 
nently conformed and made like unto him, 
there can be no impiety in comparing him 
with his bleffed mafter. 

Our Lord then, let it be obferved, was,' 
as our church well exjirefles it in one of 

her 



the Cbrijiian King. ) 

Iter coUefts, " both a facrijice far fin^' and i> x « c. 
«lfo an " enfcwnpk of godly life^^ By his , '•- 
iacrifice he ,procurcd us grace to follow his 
cjrample/ which otherwife had -been pro- 
pofed to us in vain ; by his example he 
Ihewed us how to make a right ufe of th^t 
grace, which unlefs we do, it is given in 
vain. So that if he who regards him as ail 
example, and not as a Redciemer, will be 
loft becaufe he cannot follow him ; he whsj 
takes, him for a Redeemer, and not for axi 
example, will be loft becaufe he does not 
follow him ; iince Redemption veas in cmler 
to holineis : and although it be iteft 
certain that without Chrift no man can 
attain unto holinefs, yet is it no Ids 
certain, that ^^ without holinefs no man 
'' Ihall fee the Lord," He only is fulij 
and cfFcdhially redeemed, and has evidence 
to affurc him of it, who bears ftamped on 
his foul the image and ftiperfcriptioti of his 
Savioun Coniidered indeed as the Re- 
deemer of the world, Chrift ftands iingle 

• Collect for the fecond Sunday after Eafter. 

B 4 and 
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x> isc« ff the food of angels, yet it cctfiformed to 
^* ^* every palate, according to that appetite 
^ produced by their feveral conftitutions'/! 
And fhould we not find it the beft com- 
pendium of morality, the mofL perfect and 
unerring rule whereby to dired ourfelves 
in all cafes, if we would only afk our. own 
hearts, before we enter upon an adtioov 
how the bleffed Jefus would behave in our 
dbroinciftanccs ? A confcience but.mode- 
ratdy informed, from the Gofpel would 
feldom, perhaps, give a wrong determinsr 
tion. But the truth is, we afe afraid, of 
tjie-anfwer, and therefore dare not afk the 
queilion. . 

•. 
» Such then being the life of Chrift, what 
#wonder that all men fliould be {o fre- 
quently called to an imitation of it, as wx 
find they are in the Holy Scriptures? 
The Apoftle, Rom. viii. 21. afferts, that 
our conformity to Chrift was the great 6nd 
and defign of the divine counfels cohcern- 

' Exhortation to the imitation of the life of Chriftr in 
Bilhop Tiaylor's Great Exeroplat^-fcft. 8. 

ing 
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itig us. '* Whom lie did foreknow, them i> ^ » c; 

he did predeftinate to be conformed to ^ .. 

the image of his Son." Accordingly, the 
initiatoiy facramcnt of baptifin, as our 
church from the fcripturei' informs lis, 
*' doth Tcprefent unto us our profeffion, 
•* which is to follow the example of our 
*•* Saviour Chrift, and be made like unto 
'* bim.^^ And therefore we arc continually 
fwhihded and exhorted to hold faft, to live 
cdnformably to this our profeffion. '* He 
''that faith he abideth in him, ought 
'^himfelf alfo fo to walk even as he 
'' walked^'* Thus only can we be deliver- 
ed from all blindnefi of heart, and brought 
to a knowlcge of the truth. For — '^ He 
'' that followeth me," faith he, " Ihall not 
*^ walk in darknefs, but Ihall have the lighlf ■ 
'* of life *." St. Paul propounds his own 
example to the Corinthians, becaufe it was 
a copy of Chrift's — " Be ye followers pf 
'* me, even as I am of Chrift'^." To 
fuch only is the reward promifed — '^ Ye 
^' which have folbwed me in the regene- 

* I Johnil. 6. * John viii. 12. ^ i Cor.xi. i. 

" ration, 
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x> J s e. 'f ntion* when iim iqn <^ maa fhall fitrz 
•' ^* upcm the throne of his glory, ye alfo— 
*^ fiiall fit go twelve thrones^ judging tlie-- 
'^ twelve tribes oi Ifrael ^" And laftly, the " 
charades |^ven of thie Ifrael of God by.t2»^ 
well beloved John is — " Thefe are they - 
*-* which follow the Lamb whitherfdevw 
*'hegoeth"-" 

Ax>d if. we confide* what the patb;wa» 
10 which the Lamb of Gad went! before Wy 
we Ihall fee ia what refpeft wei ar& more 
e^ecially commwded- to follow him> viz. 
^fifi^^^\ with naeekneis and r efignation ; 
which indeed is the particutaif alluded to 
in the text. The Apoftle is enforcing the 
duty of bearing chaftifement patiently 
"^ whenr we do well, and fiifler for it/* 
from a confuleration of it's being the nature 
of our prc^ffion, which he proves from the 
fufFerings of it's great author, and the 
example he afforded us in the things whick 
he endured. " For even hereunto wer© y^ 

> Matt. >»x. 28, " Rev. xiv. 4. 

" called. 
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** called, becaufe Ghrift alfo iuffered for us, i>"i s c. 
" leaving us an example, that ye (hould . ^' 
** follow his fteps/* The Chriftian pro- 
fcffion therefore being a ftatc of liifFering 
in this life, and the patience of Chrift 
under all his fufFerings defigned as a pattern 
to us under ull ours, it follows, that every 
Chriftian who iuffcrs patiently on thi$ 
principle is conformed or made like HnteC\m& 
in this reipcft, tis our Lord fays all his 
difciples muft be — " Whofoever will b* 
*' my difciple, let him deny himfelf, and 
** take up his crofs daily, and follow mc"/* 
And the Apoftic fpeaks of the fufFerings of 
himfelf and his fellow labourers in this light, 
with a depth and energy of expreffion 
altogether inimitable — " Always (fays he) 
** bearing about in the body the dying of 
** the Lord Jefus, that the life alfo of Jefus 
*' might be made manifefl in our body. 
^' For we which live are always delivered 
** unto death for Jefus' fake, that the hfe 
^' alfo of Jefus might be made manifeft in 
** our mortal flefh"." It was therefore cftir 

■ Lukeix. 23. • 2 Cor. iv. 10. 

martyr's 
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i> I s c. martjT^ duty, and his eiwnflics took care hip 
' fliould not want an opportuni^ of f»a<9iir 
ing it — it was, I lay, our martyr's duty> 
to be LIKE his Lord and Mafter : and thej ' 
who objed to the truth of this are ignorant^: 
of their own duty, and of the Chriftiai? ■: 
charader, which is all a copying after th^v 
p^ed original of Chrift, from the mortir- 
ficadon of the old man corrupt according' 
to the deceitful lufts and pailions, which 
aniwers to his fuiferings and crucifixion^, tf> 
the entire renewal of the old man in righr 
teoufiieis and true holineis, after his bleiled 
image, which anfwers to his refurredtion* ^ 

But why fliould it be thought a thinjg 
incredible, that the charaAer of a Chriftian 
king fliould bear a refemblance tp Chrift 
fince his coming in the flefli, when we all 
know that the charafters of fbme of the 
kings of Ifrael bore io near a refemblance, 
that they had the honour to prefigure him 
before his coming ? In the Pfalms are 
defcribed to us by the very fame words the 
iufferings of David, and thofe of the Soft of 

David i 
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JD^^id; 'the^^My of Salamott, and that .of disc. 

tA>e Prince ^ feace^ If therefore many . 

paii^ges^ alkTwed to be prophetically de« 

Icriptxve of tiie Mefllah^ ware at firft fpoken 

of^a tempOTal prince, where can be the 

impropriety of applying them to another 

tempoeal pince, in the iame or like cir-* 

Xruihflances with him of iSvhom they were 

originally littered ?. This confideration^: it 

i^ kumbly preiiimcd, fully juftifies the ufe 

>Prhfch is made of fome texts of this fort in 

Ae hymn appc»nted to be ufed upon diis 

ijay inftead of the venite exultemus : fincc, 

however ftrongly charaderiftical they are of 

our Lord, yet are they not {o aWblutely 

appropriated to him, but that they were 

oiice true, in the letter, of a king of Ifraei; 

iind therefore may with innocence and 

propriety be transferred from him to a king 

of England, who, had he too been a king 

of lirael in did time, had been as eminent 

and diftinguilhed a fore-runner of Chrift, 

as he was a follower of him* 

Nor let us wonder when we find the 

lives. 



a>isc.liTe8, a]id4Aiom>.«nd4fiiMnpof aU.tbt 
. ftints from l^c beginiung to tiie ead of tho 

world hemng fuch anandoj^ to tfaofe d£ 
Chriftf and of each other. For it cannot 
pofiiUy, in the nature of thin^ be others 
wife ; fe^ng they aU walk by the fame 
way to the lame end, and it ifli one andtfa^ 
ielf-fame Spirit l^at lives and xuies in thdr 
hearts^ forming and faihioning tbem to one 
and the &me model of devotion and pic^ty^ 
temperance and chaftity, humility and 
meeknefs, patience and refignation, faidt 
and charity, righteonfn«& and holine& 
And there is an analogy alfo^ for die fam4 
caufc, between the lives and anions of tb$ 
children of dijhbedience in all ages and natton^ 
as the &me fpirit worketh in them all, and 
the fame part is aifled, be the a<5lor's name 
Cain, Korah, or Cromwell. 

All thcfe things therefore duly weighed, 
viz* that Chrift was not only a facrifice for 
fin, but alfo an cnfamplc pf godly life ; 
that his life was in the moft admirable 
manner calculated for the imitation of all 

mankind; 



nmkmd; tbat all an omlinuaUy calM tp b 1 9 e. 

m imitation c^ it, particularlf in th^ afdd^ _'' 

«f fiiffenng patmtly ; that m^axy kingi, ai 

well a» prifilQ* aod jqpphc^ of old Iwd th^ 

iKttMwr to prefigure it» andj confequeieitlyi 

^»£ Jq^jp in aftor ag«» ooay o^pjr it : and 

hftly^ that att holy peribns muft of nec^ty 

k Uko /£f»r maikcx and eacii othw ^ finr tho 

^e 169%! tb^t die children of difbbedi-^ 

qoucc «pe io; w^ may now proceed^ it is 

hapQd> without odonce, to tike a view of 

tbp l)l«j9S^ m&rtyr^i a$ a follower of hb 

lord, or^ in oth<»r words^ as a true difciple 

oC tKe holy Jefns ; as li^m^ the life and 

ipf^ the d^ath of a ch&istiajt jlisq. 

And indeed^ when we b^old that con- 
ftdlation of graces both adive and paiTive 
yfhkdx ihone forth in the chara<£ler of this 
ttcellent prince^ we Ihould be at a lofs 
yrker^ to begiq^ bot that he himfelf has lefb 
qs a dite6ti<xi^ in that adnoe to his ion/ 
<}faw|i firoBB hi» own pradice — " With 
'^ Oon I wouldhftvt youbegm^ and end^" 

c In 
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* I s c. In all thitigs', at all timei> and all fcaibns; 
^' *t!d rule was, to " fcek firft the kingdom of 
^^ God, and his rigKteoiifiiefs.'* Religioh 
had taken poffeffion. of his heart, and ini- 
jiregnated withi it's benign and ialntary 
influences all the ftrcams that proceeded 
from that fountain of life. Piety, too ge- 
nerally banifhed from among the attendants 
upon princes, as fit only for the cell and 
the cloyfler , was Ihewn to be not incompa- 
tible with the pleafiires of a court, and the 
cares of a crown ; but feemed then to be 
in its proper province, when employed in 
moderating the former by it*s wholcfbme 
difcipliiie, and alleviating the latter by it's 
celeflial comforts. Certain it is, that nei- 
ther the one nor the other could hinder 
the king from " kneeling upon his knees/* 
like the greatly beloved Daniel in the court 
of Babylon, at the appointed fealbns, " and 
^' praying and giving thanks before bis 
" God** ;" nor could any mefTage, however 
affliiftive and alarming, engage his attention 
for a fmgle moment, till that blefled work 

* Dan. vi. lo. 

was 
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was finiflied. His fotJ, likfc the royal bird, disc. 
ix)me upwards On the ftrong and well- ^^'^ 
poked pinions of a devotion as manly as it 
was ardent, and having the eyes of hcf 
faith fixed ^ on the glories* of the fiin Cff 
Tighteouiheiii, left the world and all things 
in it behind her, till her returri. What a 
fioUe fight is Chriftianity feated upon a 
tbrme ! From fiich ^n eminence how does 
the-mir light of a good eKattlple difRxfe 
idelf far and wide through all the regions 
df the fiirrounding darknefs, to warm the 
frozen fons of ignorance and indevotion ! 
And how will fuch an example of a prince 
incumbered with the concerns of a whole 
kingdom, and yet finding time for a con* 
ftant attendance on all his religious exercifes,^ 
and fiifFering nothing to interrupt him in 
them — how will it in the day of judgment 
condemn a carelefs, ungodly fort of jpeople, 
who negleft the fervice of God when they 
have any thing elfe to do, and-r— when they 
have nothing elfe to do ! 

He who is acGuftomed to the fpiritual 
c 2 delights 
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DISC, delights dT prayer, the joys of thankigiving^ 
, and the felicities of a good confcience, ibon 
comes, in the fame degree as he reliihes 
ibem, to loath the iinful pleaiures of fenfu* 
ality. We are the lefs furprifed therefore^ 
after beholding the unfeigned piety of diis 
prince, to find him hving amidfl: all the 
temptations of fenfe heightened and Ut off 
to the utmoft, with the itrift temperance 
of an aicetic, and holding forth to all ages 
and generations a rare example of purity 
and conjugal fidelity ; his very thoughte 
being {o entirely brought into fubjediion to 
the ruling principle within him, that they 
were not fuffered to wander beyond the 
divinely appoirited limits, to ftrange and 
forbidden objeAs'. And with regard to the 
irafcible paflions, his foul partook of the 
nature of thofe fiiperior regions whither fhe 
io often reibrted, where the ftorxns and 
tempefts that difturb the peace of this 
lower world are not known, and no Ipirit, 
is ftirring but that of univerfel love. 

If we trace this love in, it's ernanations. 

' Princels Elizabeth's relatioti fubjoined to the Eihn. 

to 
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to all about him, what muft we think of J> i s c. 
that meeting of the king and his royal ' 
o^pring after {omc years abfence, the fight 
of which moved the heart of Cromwell 
himfelf to companionate and applaud the 
unforturiate monarch, whofe blood he 
thirfted after, and with which he was 
ihortly to fadate himfelf. In what abun- 
dance the &me benignity fb-eamed forth 
towards his faithful fervants we may judge 
by this remfu-kable circumftance, that whcti 
ibrne of them appeared in lus prefence with 
the ufud tokens of fotrow for their relations 
lately ilain in his fervice, '' he paid his 
* friends (fays oiie of th* hiftorians) a 
** tribute which none of his own luxparal* 
" lefcd misfortunes ever extorted from 
« him— he cKffolvfed into a flood of tears*/" 
And v^hen we cohfider what fort of enemids 
he had, and yet how mild and gracious he 
fliewcd himfelf iA all his dealings with 
them, which they took . care to repay as 
fuch men always do, we cannot but be 
much fiirprifed to fee, in one of the latefl 

• Hume^p. 457. 

e 3 dif- 
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D IS c. difcourfes publilhed upon this occafioft, the 
epithet of unforgiving ' applied to him, and 
find ourfelvcs in a manner irrefilHbly com- 
pelled to fuppofe it an error of the prefs. 

For, liirely, none of his fubjefts, how- 
ever diftant from his perfon, were out of 
the fpherc of his affection. He loved theha 
all : his care for their bodies was exceeded 
only by his concern for their fbiils : and 
eftceming the church of England their beft 
Wid fafeft guide through all the difficulties 
and dangers of this world to the glories of 
the next, he therefore loved her with an 
exceeding great and tender love. But 

hear his own word^ ** God's glory and 

^* the church's good I think mylelf fo much 
^* the more bound in confcience to attend 
*' with the moft judicious zeal and care, hy 
" how much I efteem the church above 
. ** the ftate, the glory of Chrift above mine 
^^ own, and the falvation of men's fouls 

^ The l^ori Biftiop of Gloucefter's Sermon preached be- 
fore the Right Honourable the Houfe of Lords^ Jan. 30, 
1760, p. 12, 

^* above 
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*' ahcMre the prefervation of their bodies and i> i » c. 
f^eftatesV This moft Chriftian king 
regarded the Church as the ipoufe of Chriftt 
£[>r whom ie diiHained not to. ihed bis moft 
precious bloody and the church of England 
as that portion of this church of. which 
himfelf was appointed the guardian and 
prpteiSor, It was not through cbutxb 
bigotry or pious prejudice that he was firmlj 
attached to her conftitution^ but from a 
iidl and thorough conviction of it's reAitude 
and conformi^ to the apoiloUcal models as 
^^ keeping the middle way (I uie his own 
** words) between the pomp of ^perftitious 
'*, tyranny,, and the meanncfi of fantafHc 
" anarchy "^Z' The former of thefe, decked 
in gorgeous array, had fpread forth all her 
dbarms to allure him when abroad in the 
early days of youth ; the latter endeavoured 
to difpute and terrify him into a com* 
pliance, v^hile he was a priibner in his own 
kingdom. But both attempts were alike 
iruitleis and impotent. He returned from 

» Eikm fea. 13. «^ Eikon, fea. 27. 

c 4 Spain, 
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» »^<^- Spiifi, enfimied in bis gobdopiaktt^f tixe 
t ' jgngUih churchy hf having viewed the o6t« 
ruptSons of the Roman (tn efl^ ivvi£ch iif 
boc 8lws)« ieen m &ofe who go to vie#/: 
them) ; and wmqiiiihed the mightjr d)Mi<i ' 
|Moa of frejfytery in, the day of his tBIiAion^ 
ted in the land of his captivity ;- as titd 
fiill extant papers relating that conteft* 
I^Umdantly ttRify. Not to mtatioa that, 
ki the treaty of Nevrpwti during the tnte{i i 
■iftioQS of two months, in which religion 
bor^ lb hige a Ihare, he aIone> now groVm 
gray^ more in fonpws than years^ ^' ^xBaixtcd. 
^ iht argument againft fifteen men of the ^ 
^ greatefl partft and capacities of botb 
^ hoafes^ and no admati^e was eVier ob^'- 
^ tained CFter him/' but aH ftood amassed^ ' 
^m tte told by one of lus lateft hiftorians; ^ 
tt ^' his qmck conception^ cultivated ufH . 
^ derfhindii^ chafie elocution, and i£gm« "^ 
^ £ed maxmer '." How gready is it to be ' 
lamentedf that a prince thus qualified tb'' 
idem the church by hislife, and defend" 

^ tlioit, p. 45), 

her. 
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1h3 .kssoin urjr oAer- ^mf thm bjr dhfiiim 
lar:ber ! If mtf tlong cbuM tfe iktiried tv 
tefitsoi ttntfedr enormitf. Si nMft be a 

U0) that du8 BoUe attadunent to dke* 
ifavdk ihotdd ht/tHnfeJ athfH dmtdunah' 
ofrtlnt h^ aider for A/rhole prsiiarvBtiotf ' 
he tefifted dvca ilntd blood. 

. ¥r«tb fcgtrd td tiie tiM^^Ons of fiox^ 
ft.prafcber nmft fiotF tottantiitt Ih^riM, ik 
fnM/kmt. SuScc k tk<»e6im m iea^m-^ 
nuttd to yinit catuUd ask<l hnjMrdtf ainil^ 
flvMRXi tlie foIlof)«Mg niatferi of fk6ti 
Ifikat Eiq^and nevter "Mvi a liiore liaippf attd 
fimmilicbig kingijbfii, thai 'm the fdnW 
pmt ci l^is momrdt's rdg^ '; tlSM Oile rf ~ 
«be..ia^ ibrious d tint te^^hlbciitt poff^ 
iaid after his: death, that—" ff Hnef defired 
«« s lou^ tike laft tMs as pteipee «s luaJT' 
" gentleman in England';" that he was 

r Clarendon, Carte, Hmie, iiai tte KHflrieft in general. 
* Hume, p. 471. 

BbeUed 
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* libdled before he was crowned.% thai: the 
firft parliament he called refufed him the 
liipplies rcquifite for the carrying on a 
war entered into by his father at their imAi 
portunate {(^citation, and thereby diflxefled 
him to the utmoft \ that the. ancient laws 
of the. kingdom, *as well as the precedents 
of his predeceflbrs, fet the prerogative of 
the crown much higher than we arc now 
taught to conceive of it, and feemed to 
warrant him in the meaiiires he was ne- 
ceffitated to* take for the procurizig a 
fiipply*; that it is by no means fair .to 
fprm a judgment of pra<Sices in. one age 
bj: principles which happened to prevail in 
another; that the king, however, , qtiitted 
^ his claims which had been charged with 
illegality^ ^and pafled more afts of grace 
than ever were pafled in one reign, not 
only repaufing the breaches he was fiip- 
pofed to have made in the conftitution, but 
ereding i;iew. ramparts for it's future fecui 

* Carte, p. 155. 

* Carte, p. 140^ Hume, p. 144. , 

* Home, paffim. 
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rity;'that his adverfarics made no other ufe i>i«c. 
of his' conccflSons but to rife in their de- ' 
inahds^ till at lengthy the proper ieaibn for 
it being arrived, they fpoke out, and re- 
fufed to be content with any thing lefs than 
the abolition of epifcopacy, and to have the 
j)ower of the militia vefted in their hands ; 
diat they feized his majeffy's forts and 
garrifbns, his fleet and army ; that the 
' king^s total unpreparednefs for war Ihewed 
how little he intended it^; that he fent to 
the two houies, at different times, before as 
w^cll as after his impriibnment, forty mel^ 
fiiges for peace ^ and in order to the 
obtaining it made more conceffions than he 
could juftify, and iiich as he afterwards be- 
wailed with the forrows of a moft fincere 
and bitter repentance^; and laftly, that, to 
prove himfelf to have been by no means 
the: author of that defolating war, he 
appealed, upon the fcafFold, to the refpeft- 
ive dfttps of his own and the parliamentary 

* Eikoff^ feft. 19. 

* Printed in the Reli^m^ Carolina. 

^ See his fu-^ycir and confeffion fubjoined to tKe Eihn. 

commiilions 
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t^itt. commiffions for levying troops*. Whcn- 
^, .^ ever ihaill rcfleft ilpon all thefc pfurticulars, 
will find himfelf 6bKged to dratw ftorti 
theAe^ two coAclufiorisj firft^ thit the 
kiiig Was ptorfeftly iftnoceAt of the iknt, 
and dl it's difrnal edftf^quences : iecondly, 
that the leaders of the ^a^tion had formed 
a! ^lan, which they .were determined n6t to 
reft till thtfy had caiVicd into eiiecUtion^ for 
the total 6V%rthr6¥K of th* eoAftitutiOtt in 
chWfch ^md ft&tfe, aAd the ifitr6duc9i6n of a 
|>re(byteri*rt republic lYi it's rOOfli; for the 
effefting winch they W«te alWIiyi upoA the 
W4tch, rea*f to make their advanfa^c wiA 
the people pfep»ed for their pnrpofe by. 
feditidus pafliphlets «Ad enthtifeftic fet- 
mons, of every hafty and pi^ecipitate m«- 
lure into which they eouM tttfM. ot force 
their fovercign. Sufch appfeaii's plainfy Mid 
uhdeniably to have feeeft the fcheme j^xir 
jeifted aSid invariably pttribed by the heads, 
of that p^ which Wa% formed by Whttt. 
has been lately called a coalition of 

> See his'IaftTpeecb as gtvcA hftbe luftorianff.^ 

PATRIOTS 
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PATRIOTS wd PURITANS, but what may, disc. 
perhaps, be more properly flyled a combi-^ ' 
nation of rebsls and schismatics, or 
rather, of «£BJe:llioi7s schismatics, both 
pnncip]es being duly mixed and thoroughly 
incorporated into the conilitutionstof the 
parliamentary le$iders^. *^ And if" (fays a 
yery acute and iagacious writer, and one 
who is fer ftom being a friend to monar- 
chical principles, upon an ample liirvey of 
the tranfaftions of thofe times, and the cir- 
cumftances the king was in), " if his poli- 
'^ tical prudence was infu£icient to extrir 
^^ C9tc blip from fp perilous a iituation, he 
'^ may be ^xciiiqd ; iince, even after the 
'' event, when it is commonly eaiy to cor-. 
'^ re^t all errors, one is at a lois to deter- 
*^ mine what conduft, in his circum^ances, 
*^ could have maintained the authority of 
** the crown, and preferved the peace of 
^' the nation. Expofed to the aflaults of 
^^ furious, icQplaqable, and bigoted fadions^ 
it Was ncYO* permitted hi;xi> with9Ut the 

^ SecHiune^p. 146* 

•' moft 
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B I s c. <^ moft fatal corifequences; to ^t>mmit tlid 
' " fmalleft miftdcc ; a condition too rigoroits 
^' to be impofed on the grcateft human 
^^ capacity *." In a xv^ord then we may 
conclude, that had this prince lived in 
better times, and reigned over a people 
uninfefted with the infmuating, inflating, 
and fouring leaven of fanaticifmy he had 
been the delight of mankind, and his king- 
dom the joy of the whole earth. 

But fo had God ordained, that he was 
to be eminent in another way, and to be 
" made perfeft through fufFerings," like 
his blefled mafter, of whofe paffioh and 
behaviour under it he certainly held forth 
the moft lively portraiture that ever was 
drawn in the fainter colours of mere hu« 
manity. Therefore it pleafed the Almighty 
to caft this choice and moft precious piece 
of royal gold into the burning fiery furnace 
. of adverfity, where he is univerfally allowed 
to have fhone to the laft with unrivalled 
and undiminifhed luftre* The fame divine 

^ Hume, p. 469. 

perfon. 
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pfirfon, vHbo came down to the three chil- b i s c. 
drcn in the Babylonian furnace, evidenced ^' 
his prefcnce with this his faithfiil fervant in 
^1 his affliiftions, by that uniform equa- 
nimity, that abfolutc refignation, that in- 
ducible patience, that winning meeknefs of 
love, by which he is faid to have gained as 
many hearts as he converfed with perfons. 
Men thought they could never fufficiently 
admire the unafFefted eafe and cheerfulnels 
with which he defcended from his regal 
dignities, and paffed through all the various 
fcenes of his pitiable calamities, the heavieft 
of which feem never to have excited any 
emotion in his mind, but that of compailioit 
for his infatuated perfecutors. It was ob- 
ferved particularly by his curious and pr}4ng 
attendants, that the letter which brought 
him the firft news of his being fold by the 
Scotch to his implacable enemies in England, 
produced not the leaft alteration in his 
countenance *; being " only forry (as him- 
" felf expreffcs it) that they Ihould do it, 
^* and that his price Ihould be fo much 

* Hum^, p. 42^. 

'* abo\-e 
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>9 1 s c. '^ above i^s SavioiirV.^ Conned tp thf 
^' frightful foUtudc of 9. priioii^ from which^ 
fo great yf^s hi3 fenie of honour and pro« 
t)ity, he would not efcape when it was ix^ 
his power^ becaufc he bad given his word 
to the p^li^tment, although he knew 
certain death was the confequence — con-* 
fined^ I iay, to the frightful folitude of a 
prifbn, and cut off fronji all Uitercourfe with 
earth, being denied the attendance of his 
very chaplains to minifter to him in his 
Spiritual neccffities, he kept the commmii-. 
cation with heaven ftill open^ and fronx 
thence received liipplie^ the more abundant 
for his exclufion from the ordinary means 
of grace. Here he experienced the benefit 
of having been converfant in the Scriptures 
in the days of vigour and profperity, when 
he walked in the garden of God, and from 
the divine precepts and promifes, which 
are the flowers of that garden, ektra^^ 
thofe leflons of eternal wifdom, which 
proved his fupport and confolation when 
the d^k and ftormy winter of adverfity ^t . 

^ Eikott^ fed. a^. 

in 
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m^^ upcm him ; and which will ever con- disc. 

Srjnuc to afKird both inftrudion and com- __L- 

^<3rt to the affiided foul that ihall make 

l:3uer abode in liis iiiimitaUe meditations-— 

a. * bootk mferior only to the facred writings^ 

«uid whidi it were much ta be wifhed 

"v^re the ccinpani<»i of every fon and 

daughter of the church of En^and. A 

writer, who cannot be fufpe&ed of any 

partiality on the fide of the king's religion, 

yet {peaking of his amiable deportment 

during his imprifonment, bears this tefti- 

mony to it's power in him — ^' The great 

*^ iburce, whence the king derived conlb- 

^^ lation amidfi: aH his calamities, was un- 

''doubtedly religion;" let us be permitted 

to add, it was the Chriftian reli^on, as pro- 

fefled in the Church of E-ngland ; " a prin- 

" ciple, which> in him, fcems to have con- 

" tained nothing fierce nor gloomy, nothing 

*\ which enraged him againfi: his adverfaries, 

^^ or terrified him with the difmal profped 

*r of futurity. While every thing around 

•' him bore a hofliile alpeft ; while friends, 

" family, relations, whom he paffionately 

D ^^ loved. 
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DISC. « loved, were placed at a diftaricc, and ijn-' 
' " potent to fervc Jiim ; he roofed him- 
^' felf withi confidence iri the arms of that 
** Being, who penetrates and fuftains all 
" naturd," let us add, who likewife in Jefiis 
Chrift redeemed the world, "and whofe 
" feverities, if received vnth piety and 
" refignalion, he regarded as the fiireft 
*' pledge of imcxhaufted favour "." 

Thus prepared, he had nothing to do, 
but to wait with patience and dbey with 
joy the divine fummofts t<y quit the wilder- 
nefsy and pafs over Jordan into that good 
land, to thofe everlajltng hills, the prolpeft 
of* which had long been the Iblacc and 
delight of his foul " in the houfe of her 
^^ pilgrimage.** . During the fblemn mock- 
ery of his unheard of trial, the audacious 
ihfolence of his pretended judges, the bar- 
barous and brutal infiilts, ;the re\alings and 
. the Ipittmgs of the mercilefs fbldiers, " his 
^^ foul (as the aforementioned writer beau- 

■ Hume, p. 446* 

*' tifully 
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•* tifully cxprcffes it), without effort, or i> « s c. 
'^ affedatiion, feemed only to remain in the ' 
V iituation familiar to it, and to 1oq]l 
^ down with contempt on all the efibrts of 
" human malice and iniquity"." On the 
fktal moming-^fatal, alas! to England, 
not to him — he aroie with fprightlinefi 
and alacrity from that fweet fleep which a 
good caufe and a good confcience can 
procure in the moil perilous feafbns, and 
which the noife of workmen employed in 
framing the fcafibld for his execution, 
though refounding continually in his ears, 
had never been able either to prevent, or 
difh^rb^ Exulting as a fhong man, ffaiong 
in faith, to run his appointed race, he de^ 
fired to be dreifed and adorned with more 
than ufual care, as it had been his bridal 
day, which indeed, in one fenie, it was, 
when lus ibul was to be . ^' called to the 
" marriage fupper of the Lamb,** aiid to 
" go forth,*' as one of the " wife virgins, 
** to meet the Bridegroom.'* Having 

* Home, p. 464. ** Hume, p. 466. 
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trimmed his lamp th?rcforo withlhc proper 
preparatory devotions of that church which 
^as ever fo dear unto him, his mild fpirit 
terminated it's earthly couric with an aft 
of the highcft charity to hia enemies, and 
taking &e wings of the pure and peaceful 
Dovcy flew away to that blefied place, 
where, and where mfy^ as he found by ex- 
perience, ^^ the wicked ceafc from troubling, 
^* and the weary are at reft/* 

Thus fived and thus died Chjibxes 

THE FIRST, KING, AND MA.&TY]L. And 

though for your fakes I coujd wilh the taik 
of drawing a portrait from liich an original 
had been in other hands, for my own I 
cannot but greatly rejoice at being called 
upon to bear a tcftimdny, poor as it is, to 
a charade which, however traduced by 
bafe and' worthlefs men, (and: none hut 
futh^ can traduce it) does and for ever will 
do s^ much honour to the church, as the 
ij^e this prince met -with refleds dif- 
c honour on the people of England. 

And 



^be'Cbriftian King. 37 

And ndw, what remains, but that while disc. 
^(w det^^ and xSk our utmoft endeavours __1^ 
td em&cate oiit of the minds of men thofe 
diabolical principles -<xf refijlance to govern- 
Ment in church arid fidte, which brought his 
^tttd head to the block, w6 teftify our 
ftgard for hisl precious memory by an imi- 
tation of his godlike virtufcs ; fctting before 
^, and copying, as well as we can, his 
Unfeigned piety, his {b:i<9: temperance, his 
fpotlefs purity, his indulgent afieAion to- 
waxds hb relations, his tender love for his 
friends, his compaflionatc for^venels of his 
enemies, his inviolable attachment to the 
church of GoA And in the day of afflic- 
tion, when it fliall pleaie our heavenly 
Father to lay on any of us that crofs which 
every Chriftian muft bear at Ibme time or 
other of his life, ** let us remember, if our 
*' little misfortune troubles us, that the 
^* bcft of kings and the beft of men was 
'^ publickly murdered by his own fubjeds*'*; 
and let us follow him in the fteps in which 
he followed Chrift ; that fo, having lived 

F Taylor'* Holy Living, fed. 6. 

D 3 the 
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x> X s c. the life of this righteous peribn, our lafl 
^,,S-_ ciid may be blefled like hiis, and that 
having patiently and cheerfully endured 
CMC appointed portion of ibrrow in this 
njiferable world, and fent forth our lateft 
breath in exprefiions of faith and charity, 
we may be numbered^ as he is, " with the 
" children of God, and our lot be among 
" the faints." 



DISCOURSE II. 



MERCV TO THOSE WHO ARE OP THE KOUmOLD 
OF FAITH RECOMMENDED AND ENFORCED. 



LAMENTATIONS V. 3. 

fFc are orphans and fatberlefs^ our mothers are as 
widows. 

THE holy Jcfus, who came forth from disc. 
the bofom of his Father to teach us "* 
the way of ialvation^ was himfelf pleafed 
to go before us in that' way. Heavenly 
was the knowlege in which he inftru<%od 
us, while in his blcfled example we behold 
every jot and tittle of it rcalifed and con*- 
fummated in perfeA charity. To convin<3e 
us that the only ufe of learning is to make 
men good, and that every article of &ith 
ought to terminate in a duty, the (ame 
divine perfon, who appeared as the wcU- 
ipring of uncreated wifdom, manifefted 

D 4 himfelf 
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DISC, himfclf to be the fountain of cvcrlafting 

^ 1_ love. ^^ Never man fpake like, this man/* 

and never man aSled like this man. His 
doArine was that God loved the world ; as 
a comment thereon, he gave himfelf for us:, 
' and therefore laid it down as an axiom in 
the evangelical philofophy, that '^ it is 
** more blcfled to give than to receive*." 
As he came into the world to proclaim 
and to fliew mercy, fo his law was the 
law of kindnels, and his religion the reli- 
gion of love. 

What plcafiire then muft this day afibrd 
to errery intelligent .mind, with what joy 
muft it fill every Chriftian heart, when our 
eyes are bleffed with the fight of fb illuf- 
trious an afifembly of peribns> bent upon 
convindag the world of the relation they 
bear to the Redeemer, by fubmitting to 
that te£t which, himfelf hath appointed — 
*' By this Ihall all men know that ye tee 
" my difciplcs, if ye have love orte to 
•* another*." And as your very attendance 

' - •Acbxx.jjk * John xiii, 35. 

upon 
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tipcn "tiUs oc^iion k a proof that much of i>isc. 
^ taflt dtyolved -upon the preacher is "* . 
already done to his haDd^ hy thp preporatioh 
add difpofitian of yoitr hearts towards &e 
good iiwri which it is his pravince to re- 
commend to yoa ; jb he cahhot hut feel 
great comfort asid e&counigeiAent in the 
Yeflddion> thsat iub iiibjed: is one which 
Bcsedeth neC ilie fkill of the orator and 
Thetorician^ to aift^Iify and iad^mi k. It re- 
quive^ onty to be fet ford^ in its native 
and aide& drefe: — ^ We are orphans and* 
-^ £a;iiiertef$> ouif mothers are as widows/* 

The-^te herd defcribcd is one ib full of 
diftrefs arid ib void of cdhlfort, that wc 
cannot be iiirpriled at the efFeft naturally 
produced- iii> the mitid^ of the cbmpa(!ionate 
i^ tbie wotfdB which dfefcrib^ it. The eye 
of Hea^ett feemsth td drdp a tear of pity 
evwrp^iir»inthise6n«fitiort: the Almighty 
frequwttly acknowledgfeth hirtifrff to be as 
it were overcome by their cries, and ne- 
ceilitated XO tike them under his immediate 
patronage and protcftion. The fame God 

who. 
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who, in one vcrfe of the kyiiith Plalm, is 
defcribed as glorioufly "riding upon the 
" heavens/* appeareth in the ve^ry next 
vcrfe, as " a father of the fatherkfe, and a 
"judge of the widows*." " For as his 
" majefty is, fo is his mercy^." " Great is 
" our Lord, and great is his power, yea 
** and his wifdom is infinite*." But the 
chorus in which finners moft chiefly delight 
to join is this : " His mercy endiireth for 
" ever^:" that mercy which employed his 
^infinite wifdom to contrive, and his great 
power to execute the plan of our redemp- 
tion ; that mercy which relieved the mifer^y 
able, and thereby laid an obligation upon 
all men to do likewife. 

The poor affli&ed orphan, thrown upojn 
the wide world, there to wander without 
houfe or home, in hunger and thirft, in 
cold and tiakednefs, in pain and ficknefs ; 
craving of thofe, who pafs by the way 



« Pfal. Ixviii. 4, 5, ^ Ecdus. ii. 18. 

• Pfal. cxlvii. 5. ^ pfal, cxxxvi. 
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regardleis of his complaints^ and not at disc. 

leifure to be troubled with his pitiable ^^* 

ftoty, one morfel of bread for the love rf 

Jeius — what is he but a pifture of fallen 

man, cafi: out of Paradife, and doomed to 

.wander a ftranger and a ibjoumer upon the 

earth ; hungering and thirfting after fomc- 

thing that might Satisfy his empty foul; 

inceflantly beat upon by cares and ibrrowsy 

imploring, for the love of the fame Jefiis, 

his daily bread; intreating forgivenefs of 

his iliis, and deliverance from evil. But, 

thanks be to God, the importunity of a 

petitioner is never complained of by him 

with whom we have to do. No angry 

frown bids ' the finner be gone from the 

gate of heaven. There let him relate, at 

length, the ftory of his woes. It is as 

mufic to him who firft "prepareth the 

" heart'* of the penitent for prayer, and 

then " his ear hearkeneth thereto.'* 

The church, confidered in that date in 
which flie was left by the fall and death of 
the fiift Adam, is frequently reprefented in 

Scripture 
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p I s c. Scripture as a widow furtounded by fa^ 
therlefs children. And to her is applicable 
that apoftolical dcfeription, " Shfc that is i. 
*' widow indeed, and dcfblate, trtiftcth ia 
'^ God, and contintieth in Supplications and 
*' prayers night and day'." In this con- 
dition the fecond Adam, the Lord from 
Heaven, ftw her, and hid Compaflion on 
her : He exhorted Jier to refrain her voice 
itcicti weeping, and her c^es from teats : 
He *' called her as a woman fbrfakeii and 
** grieved in fpirit, t6 remember the te- 
'* proach of her widowhood nO more*:** 
Sh6 became the fpoufe of the King <£ 
Heaven, and all her children Were niadfc 
the fons of God. In him *' the fatherlefs 
'' found m«cy*,'* and he Caufed this 
" widow's heart to fing for joy""" ever- 
lafting hallelujahs to her benefa(?lor' and 
Saviour, her Lord and her God. The 
perlbns therefore for whom I am this day 
an advocate, though unworthy, have a 

t I Tim. V. 5. ^ Ifaiah Uv. 4, 6. 

' Hof.xiv, 3* ^ Jobxjdx. 13. 
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di^iXXi to ypur compaffionate regard upon t^isc 
this confideration, which was qnce the only ^^* 
plea of all the children of Adam at the 
throne of grace: '^ We were orphans and 
'■ fathorlei^^ and our mother as a widow." 

This confideration^ I fay^ might prevail 

in favour of the widow^s and orphans of 

thofe who had been your greateft enemies; 

^hich is not the cafe at prefent. Even 

Mahal's objeiflion cannot now be made, 

vrcre there any here difppfed to make it, 

which I am well aiTured there are not: 

*^ Shall I take my bread and my flelh, and 

^^give them to men whom I know not 

** whence they are*?" The hufbands and 

fethcrs of thofe who folicit your charity 

^erc not even Jlrangers ; they wera your 

*' brethren and kinfinen according to the 

'' fldh/' Perfons of the beft families in 

the nation have not difduined to eat the 

bread of the church, but have efteemed it 

an honour to ferve at the altars of their 

^ 1 Samuel XXV. ii. 

God. 
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DISC. God. The clergy are no otherwife divided 
from the laity, than as they are taken otit 
of them, to be placed in a nearer relation, 
by their office, to the common Savidur of 
alL A circumftance, which, inftead of 
cftranging, cannot but infinitely endear 
them to all who love the Lord Jelus 
Chrift in fmcerity. 

The Redeemer is indeed no longer upon 
earth in perfon, to receive good at the 
hands of men, as once in the highly fa- 
voured land of Judea ; when hungry and 
thirfty with long fafting, weary with jour- 
neying from place to place, and well nigh 
exhaufted with his labours for the ialvation 
of the world, he vouchfafed to eat bread at 
the tables of fmners, and afked water to 
drink of the woman of Samaria. But, fays 
good King David, " is there yet any that 
*' is left of the houfe of Saul, that I 
** may fliew him kindnefs for Jonathan's 
*'fake"r" Are there none left of the 

"* 2 Samuel ix* i . 

houfe 
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Itoufe of God, that wc may fticw them t'l s c. 
kindnefs for Jcfus' fake ? Although Chrift "* 
be in heaven, hath he no connections upon 
earth ; no poor relations left behind in the 
World? The prefent affembly is a proof 
that he hath. All the kind expreffions, 
relative to the fons and daughters of 
ajflSdftion, who are ftyled friends and rela- 
tions, nay members of the body of our * 
Lord, are more emphatically applicable to 
the objefts of your prefent attention, the 
widows and oiqphans of his indigent Mi- 
nifters. He who inftrufteth thefe ignorant 
ones, may be iaid with Jofeph and Mary 
to educate the child Jefiis. He who 
giveth food and raiment to thefe needy 
ones, with Martha and Mary receivcth 
and cntertaineth Jcfus. And he who 
comfortcth thefe afflifted, refreflieth the 
bowels of Jefus. By liich offices of love 
performed to your brethren and the 
brethren of the Lord, ye do Ihew forth a 
jrcmembrance of him " who though he 
*' was rich, yet for your fakes he became 
*' poor, that ye through his poverty might 

" be 
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i>i s c» « be richV What he fiud b the cha-' 
^^' raAcT of the good Samaritan to the haft in 
whofe hands he left the wounded traYdler>. 
he faith now to you-^^Take car<i o£ 
" them, and whatfocver ye fpend, when 
'^ I come again, I will repay you'." For 
" he that hath pity upon thefe poor, 
" without all doubt Icndeth unto the Lord; : 
" and look what he layeth out, it fliall 
" infaUibly be paid him again'." And, . 
whereas men are wont to ^ory in the. 
multitude of their debtors, it is obfervable 
that Chrift rejoiceth in the multitude of 
his creditors, and loveth thofc heft to whom 
he oweth moft. The clergy, therefore, 
might intreat for your friendly md in the 
day of trouble, for the iake of their Mafter,.* 
had they no fervices.of their own to. plead* 

But may I not he allowed to fay, they, 
have; or will it be taken ami£s, if I affirm 
them to have been your friends and hcncr , 
fadors — friends and beaefadors to all. 

• % Cor. viii^ 9* •'luke x. 35. p Pror. xix. 17. 

mankind ? 
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iaumkind ? The ions of Levi blew the ^ x 1 c 

J filvcT trumpets, and caufed a joyful noife ^V 

to be heard. Through, their preaching, the 

word of iaivation founded forth, and glad 

tidings came fo the inhabitants of the 

world. Who can exprefs the labours and 

the iiifienngs undergone by the twdve 

illuftrious leaders of the Chriftian armies, « 

and their inunediate followers, when, 

inarching into the field of battle under the 

Clandard of the crofs, they overthrew the 

^C^ong holds of Paganiim, and effedted the 

^»nverfion of the Roman empire? Nor 

^lath the faith thus planted at the beginning 

^l)eeil under GoA fiipported and defended in 

^1 ages fince, but by the inceflant toils of 

"^fe who from time to time have been 

called to the exercife of the minifterial 

office. The fun at his rifing hath often 

found them intent upon their ihidies for 

. die edification of .their people ; and the. 

moon and the flars in their Courfes by night 

have been ifritfieffcs of the fervent prayers 

put ^p to the throne of grace, that their 

inifarudiiHis might have 'the defired effedfc, 

E • ' * and 
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DISC, and the work of their hands be proip^-ed 
^ upon them. Millions of fbnls^ who, by the 
pious fermons, the holy writings, the fca^ 
ibnable reproofs, and the kind exhortations 
of their fpiritual guides, were reclaimed 
.from the. error of their ways,, and led in 
paths of righteoufnefs to the- maniions (^ 
glory, are now employed in making thofe 
maniions to refound with the- praifes of 
their great Creator and Redeemer, who 
inftituted fuch an order of men, and 
wrought his wonders of mercy by. them. 
And fmce there .was a Judas among the 
twelve Apoftles, whofe trealbn was never 
accounted any impeachment of the loyalty 
of the other eleven ; nay, iince there was 
a Lucifer even among the angels in heaven^ 
whofe fall could never be fuppofed'toildly 
the brightnefs of them that floods let not 
the failings of ibme be imputed to a whole 
body of men, who have ib evidently been 
'the inftrumcnts, in the hands of a gracious 
CJod, of , bringing many foils to- glory,. 
But* the r benefactions of the clergy have 
been by.no mcaits confii^d to the church 
:.: * ' • and 
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and^ to the fouls of men. They have disc. 
formerly, with fidelity to their Sovereign, ^^' 
emolument to the pubKc, and honour to 
themfelrdr, discharged the moft important 
itftifts of die ftatei And the colleges, the 
holfpitalff, and the alms-'houfes by them 
founded and endowed^ with their unnum- 
bered- private charities, do abundantly teftify 
them not unmindful (when they had 
^erewithal) to relieve their poor brethren 
4>f the laity ; whofe kind help and afiiftance 
their afiliAed widows and orphans humbly 
hope they may now, in their turn, without 
offence^ folicit and implore. 

But the cafe of the reformed clergy of 
the church of England merits a more par-- 
ticolar confideradon. For certainly, if to 
reinilate the Scriptures in their rightful 
throne^ and to place the pure light of evan- 
gelical truth upon the holy candleflick ; if 
to dear i-the fsdth from the cormpt tradi- 
tions of men, and to reduce pradtice from 
^>eiidiiig. itfelf in, idle fopperies and unpro- 
fitable pilgrimages to works of piety and • 

E :? charity; 
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x> X s c. chaxitjr; if to free devotion from igDQrapce, 

1_ fuperftition^ and iddbtiy, and to render it 

intelligible^ rational^ andacxreptable to Grod; 
if to give to faints the hopoujr due unto 
them, without robbing the maimer to adorn 
the fervant ; if to pull dawn the uiutpationft 
di human pride alid pcdicjrt and to QEolt the 
holy Jeflis> as head of hi^ c^uifch, and 
juflifier of his people ; if to reftore t9 the 
King his iubjefb and fbvereignty^ to the 
laity that cup. which i$ the communion of 
the blood of Chtii)^ and to all the due and 
propelr ufe of realbn enli|^tened by reve^ 
lation in matters of religion ; and laftly, if 
to free the nation from the exorbitant im» 
portions of the court df Rome ; if there 
be any merit in all this, the clergy caxmot 
be ivithout their ihare of it, who preached, 
and wrote, and fufiered, in the caufe of 
the reformation. And in one reipeA^ 
through an ori^ibal nfegled at that time^ 
they hsiy^Jkffirid ever fincc* The tjthes 
of many livings had' bten ieieed by the 
Pope, and a^irapriated to the maintenance 
- of hi^ creatures in th« monaften^. While 

the 
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1|o iMtibii officiating ^viras &rced to take up d i s e% 

vitfathfiibantyprttftnce.w]iicht^^ 1_ 

pioper to lUow lorn. Upoir the.diflblution 
of the inQna£i:Gries,..the& tythes^ ioftead of 
TfsvaiingJn tbe.vparochudipriefb, whoic. 
thfx Yrac fay aH.tke .laws of God and man» 
becflLm^.^.4>r03r to the rapacious couitierr 
o£: JUng H^ntj; . ynL ;And King £dwaid 
So tbal><3io dorgy of the jChurch of En^. 
knd .obtained .indeed. At the. Rfiformadon 
the li^rl^.ofinaea&igxthtar. familiesy but 
vnx;^nhapittl}r.ibpnved of the. allonlFaBce 
necc&iy to- mamtaw tihem. A dergymaxH 
after^iiaving 'ip»i^^ a fortune: in hi& 

educalmci,^ by the. unwearied exertion of ail 
tibje mtereft. heiarablejto make^ii at Jengdi 
^ iucxefifult as to be:fffefente(l to one of 
tbdfe impoverifbed fricaiages. Perhaps (as 
i^ frequenidy the Gare)\his lot falls in a 
marjket-town^ whereas cure is large^ and 
his income &asfie: equal to the annual ac- 
^foiitdons <^ batf ^ tradefmen in: it. By 
caiiens and ftatuteshe is refirain^ from 
im^proTing his rev^md by any iecxilar occu^ 
pataDO«.irut yet by tibe laws fiil^ed to a Ihare 

K 3 of 
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p 1 s c. of the fccular burthens, lEs fines,- trifling^ 

L. as they are, will be detained, if he doth 

not fbmetimes profecute for them : and if 
he doth, he will be vilified and sd>ufed ; 
be will be in danger of loiing his influence,/ 
perhaps of being ruihcd by the iuit. la' 
tiiefe . circumftances he is to bring up a 
&mily to iupport the dignity of his -dii-" 
rader, and it will ever be expelled of him,' 
that he fhould fet an example to. his pa-*^ 
lifhionerB of ho^itality and charity. Who-' 
ever fhall confider what multitudes of thofe 
who enter into holy orders have nothing 
better, if any thing {o gcxxi as this to cx- 
peft, will eftcem it a fingular providence 
that the daily facrifice hath not ceafed from 
amongft us, for want of officiating mi- 
niflers. A defire of doing good fcemeth 
to be the only motive left to induce num- 
bers, deflitutc of views and interefb, to 
commence preachers of the gofpcl ; fince 
the man would fcarcely ftand clear of an 
abfurdity who fhould now make^ that 
wretched requcfl, which it was prophefied 
that the pofterity of Eli fhould make, as a 

punifhment 
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^uniihraent-for the fins of their aniceftorst P i ^c. 
'* Put me, I pray thee> into, one -of- the ^ 
" prieft's offices, that I may eat a piece of 

" bread ^r : . - - .^'- \ '• • r ? 






.Here then we are W the jfource^f^hoft 
miseries, whiclv.;it -is ; the^pigus^defigi;^ 
tjiis d^y's afffembly to.aUeviate..,;.'I^ey who 
preach dip gofpd are not {nWeteSt^ fo lire 
of the gofpel : and j by the '^ alienatibn of 
the.tythes from the livings, the jj^fe of 
tiie parochial' clefgy in England is in real- 
ity harder thati that of the' minifters of any 
chiireh in the world not under -perfecutioh. 
Therefore js there a. voice ib often heard 
in.Ramah, lamentadpn, and weeping, anc} 
great mourning ; the Voice of Ibme one or 
other of " the wives of the fons of tKe 
"prophets, faying. Thy fervdnt my huf- 
^* b^nd is dead^ and thou knqweft that thy 
'^ feryant did fear cthe Lord, and the ere? 
f^ditoris dome to. take unto him hiy two 
1^ -fons to be- bondmen '." The good man; 
worn out with ftudy and labour for the 

« 1 Sam.iL S.6. » 2 Kings iv. i, 2. 
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benefit of otfaen^ is h vdly gcme to rcpofcr 
in the duil;« but his widow is driyen from 
h«r home^ endeared with all its inconveni*' 
ences bj oiflom^ and much more fo by 
the iad confideradonj that Ihe hath not now 
lAcrc to lay her head> or wherewithal to 
fttiify her orphans; while '"the tongue 
^^ <A the iiicking diild cleaveth to the 
*' roof oi his mouth for thirft ; the young 
'' children Aik for breads «utid no mask 
•" breakedi it unto them •/* In this fitu- 
ation, flie cannot but call to mind thofe 
better times^ thofe days of plenty and 
proiperity, which Ihe once knew in her 
father's hoixic, ere fhe had given her hand 
to the ob|e<% of her efleem and o^^ons ; 
who yet ftandeth chargeable with no crime 
but this> that^ being feparated to the ibr- 
Tice of God, he was of a profeffion which 
nerer put it int«> his power to provide for 
htcr fbppoit. — O come that bleifed day 
when theie widows* teais ihaQ be wiped 
for ever £n»n their eyes^ moA the re^^Mch 

* Lsun.xv.4. 
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t)f the married clergy be ciffcftaally taken i>i*« 
cffi when the land feall be dearod of "',.^ 
thefe pernicious remnants of f^^ {for 
fi^ch they are), and the i^pfbtmation be 
cwried to its full :sperfcftion !-^Mean- 
while the wretched orphan afka odfy toiti^ 
pcc&nned alive, and. made an nieftil mem« 
bcr of focietyi and^daify^ bread is the* 
bombk rcqiiefi: of the de£>kce widow^ 
whofcr hutfband faath^ o&en reachedfortb 
the br^ of eternal life to tiie hungryfbtil v 
and fince yonrsrtny brethren <rf the laity, 
iince youxs hath been tile harveft df tb^ 
B^efbrmation, at leaft ^ let her gleim 
"^ among the &eav^, and nepioadi her 
^ net: And let fall alio £>me of the hand- 
<^ £ils on pilrpo& for her, and l^Ve tihem, 
^ diat ihe may glean them, and ri^Tuke )mi 
^ not*i** remembering that which b written 
in the law of M<ifes — ^^ When thou cutteflf 
^ ifcwa tUne hfluveift in thy field, and" 
^haft ibrgot a fiieaf ^ the field, thou 
^ tiait not go i^ain ta fetcH stt It ihaH 

''be 
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j^l%c. *'. be for the fathcrlcfs and for the ^dowj^ 

^^* *^ that the Lord thy God may blefe thee 

" lA^ all the work of thine hands '.** - ' . 

^ And all the bleffings of 'eternity xtSL on 
tlte heads of thofe who have fucccffively; 
contributed .to. the Support of this corporar 
tionj whidi was efeded by Kin§ Charles IL 
and hath iince been honoured by repeated^ 
inftances of royal munificence;:,. to whick 
if we add, the bou^ty.if)f . the ^cellentr 
Queen Aiuie, whofc. piety ; towards : the 
dcrgy wjU be had iaeverlafting:, remem- 
brance, and their children's <;hildren call 
her hjefledj for her endeavours,, by giying 
the tenths and firft fruits for. the augmen- 
tation of popr livings yearly, t6 cut. off, 
in part, the fource of their diftrefe, it may 
indeed be affirmed, and we may axid; do 
tell it. put with joy and gratitude, .that 
'^ Kin^ have been our nurfing fathers, .And 
" Queens our nurfing mothers." Nor,.hath 
this voluntary engagement, entered into by 

. ' the 



'^ Taitb Wamrmended and erifcrttd. 59 

tiiic Ibois of the clergy for the reHef of their d i s c. 
poor brothers and lifters; wanted 'ibe affift- "* 
once either of peribns of quality and for- 
tune among the laity^ or of many illuftri- 
dus and Tenefable Prelates^ who by charity y 
preferable in the judgment of the Apoftie 
to.' the power of working miracles^ have 
prevented the poor widow's barrel of meal 
"from iffa/Hng, and her cruji' of oil fwrni 
fasting. ' By thefe blefled inftruments of 
hb providence and love doth the Al- 
mighty addre6 the foreboding and deipond- 
ing foul of every dying fervant of his, 
in the words 'of that gracious and com* 
ifbrtable promife : " Leave thy. i&therleft 
" children, I vnll preferve them alive, and 
*^ let thy widow truft in me'." 

Happy therefore are all they, who have 
it this day in their power to imitate the 
lovingr»kihdnefs of their heavenly Father, 
and to copy after the example of the holy 
Jefos, while they fliow their gratitude for 

' Jcr. xlix. II. 

the 



to Mercy t^Jb^fi wBo are of the Hwfhold 

VA^ci the benefits received from Hm- sX. <^ htnda^ 
"' of his BoSniftenit by cGficitributing to relieve 
the diibeflcs of their impovenjChod families. 
Riches. thus expended ore rMurned : ifntii 
hicreafe into the bc^bnis of the geiiierous i 
for " the liberal, foul fliall be made fat, 
*' and he who watereth (hall be watered alio 
" himfclfV* Alms pvcn- tiirou^ Uxth 
procure " deliverance imthc time of trour 
" We';!' they " fightf for us againft our 
^^ enemies^ better than ; a. mighty ^ihield and 
'•' ifamsg %ear * r they: aibend ki^ for '' a 
** memonal before God V and bringdown 
the benedidions of heaven upon us; they 
&nStjfy to us the whole creation ^ in the 
days of health ; they comfort us^ when we 
moft need comfort^ on the bed of fick- 
nefe*; and they follow tis whither our 
efiates and poileffions cannot ^ *^ Jie who 
^ rcccivetha prc^)het in fhe name of a pro-» 
" j^het,^' and '^ who givcth to thcfe littb 
^ ones but a cup of cold water, becaufc 
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y Prov*,xi. 25. 


»P{aImxIi. I. 


• Ecclus. xxix, 


* Aas X. 4. 


«Lukexi, 41; 


* Pfalm xli. 3. 


« Rev. xiv. i^. 
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.'^. tbey^ belong to ^Chrift, ihall in. no ^wife ^ib,q. 
*\ Ipfe his reward ^'* in that day, when the ^'' 
'^merciful ihall obtain mercj< ;" when he 
who hath not turned away hi& face from the 
poor ihall not behold the face of the Lord 
turned away from him*" ; when the widow 
and the fatherleis ihall be the ableft advo-^ 
cates^ and plead with irreiiilible eloquence 
in behalf of their kind benefadors, whoie 
liberality iaved them from want and de- 
ilruAion. For lo ! an awful filence, and 
all the attention of heaven and earth en- 
gaged, while from the throne of judgment 
proceed thefe gracious words addreifed to 
the merciful — ** I was an hungry, and ye 
^* gave me meat ; I was thirfly, and ye 
^^ gave me drink ; I was naked, and ye 
•^ clothed 7ne — for, inafmuch as ye did it 
" unto the leafl: of thefe my brethren, ye 
'^ did it unto me. Come therefore, ye bleiTed 
/* of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
" pared for you from the foundation of the 
** world > Ye are they which have conti- 

^ Matt. X. 41, 42. Markix. 41. t Matt. v. 7. 
^ Tobitiv. 7. * Matt* xxv. 34. 
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DISC. ^* nued with me in my temptations'^ ; be ye 
'^' *^ numbered with my faints in glory ever- 
^^ lafting." — ^Which God grant that we all 
may be, through the merits and mediation 
of Chrift Jefus our Lord^ to whom, with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoft, three per- 
sons and one God, be afcnbed, as is moft 
due, all bleffing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, now and for evermore. Amen. 

^ Luke xxU. zS» 
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DISCOURSE III. 



WORKS WROUGHT THROUGH FAITH A CON- 
DITION OF OUR JUSTIFICATION. 



JAMES II. 24. 

Tou fee then, how that by works a man is jujiified^ 
and not by faith only. 

WAS a difciple of the holy jefiis per- disc, 
mitted to carve his own lot, and ^^^*' 
to choofe his employment in the world, he 
would doubtleis wilh to pafs his days; 
without ftrife and contention, in the 
pleaiing talk pf contemplating the love 
and fetting forth the praifes of his divine 
Lord and Mailer, But this iS. a felicity 
referved for us in a better world, and Ihall 
be given to them for whom it is prepared, 
when the church fhall pals out of her mi- 
litant into her tariumphant ftate. At pre- 
V lent 
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DISC, fent Ihe is in an enemy's country; there Is 

1. a noife of war continually in the camp : and 

every man muii: have his " ivyx>rd upon his 
" thighs becaufe of fear in the night :'* 
every minifter of the gofpel muft be armed 
with the Jword of the Spirit y which is the 
word of Gody to combat every error, and 
put every herefy to flight, that may other- 
wife take the advantage of thofc feafons 
when the church is leaft upon her guard, 
to aifault and hurt the faith. It has indeed 
been a maxim fomctimes laid down, that 
falfe opinions, if let alone, will die of 
themfelves. But fiirely the goipel and ex- 
perience teach us another leflbn. If men 
jleep while the tares are fowriy it will coft 
them many vs^king hours to root them up 
when they are grown, befides the great dan- 
ger there is of rooting up the wheat com- 
plicated and entangled with them at the 
iame time. * And if the mailer of the houfe 
fhould think it needled to extinguilh a 
fire already kindled and infixmating ttielf 
among the beamis that compofe and (up« 
port the edifice, he may f«on be feen be- 

V wailing 
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wailing his unpardonable negligence over its i> i s c. 
ruins. Should it be alked, who are the ^^ V 
proper perfons to defend the faith, when 
it is attacked from time to time, and to 
ftate the Chriftian doftrines aright, as often 
as they are in divers manners miflinderftood 
and perverted ; the anlwer is obvious— 
They who by the liberality of founders and 
benefaAors are feparated from the cares 
and concerns of the world*, that they may 
attend without diftradion upon this very 
thing, and fee, ne quid detrimenti ecclefia 
capiat. 

The foli^diany ot antinomian herely, which 
aflerts, '' that man is juftified by faith 
*' without works," and which took it's 
rife from a mifunderftanding and per\^er- 
fion of fome paflages in St. J^aul's Epiftle*to 
the Romans, was one of the firft that dii^ 
turbed the Chriftian church ; infomuch that ' 
St. Auguftin fays, that not only the Epiftle 
of St. James, but likewife thofe of St. 
Peter> St. John, and St. Jude were written 
to guard the faithful againft it*s jpernici6us 

F influences. 
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DISC, influences. His words are — " Contra earn 
^1^- ", maxime dirigunt intentionem, ut vehe- 
" menter aflruant, fidem fine operibus nihil 
^^ prodeffe*." Many have been the here- 
fies fince, in the compofition of which this 
opinion has been a prime ingredient. But 
it was in all it's glory in the laft century, 
and had taken pofleflion of the theological 
chair in this univerfity, when the incom- 
parably learned Bifhop Bull entered the 
lifts againft it, and encountering it's ableft 
champions, gave it a total defeat in that 
palmary work, the Harmonia ApoJioHca, 
with it's defences, ftyled by Dr. Grabe, 
the triumph of the Church of England^. But 
as hcrefies make their periodical revolutions 
in the church, like comets in the heavens, 
to Ihed a baleful influence on all about 
them, the time feems to be coming when. 
antinomianifm is to be again rampant among 
us. And what wonder that this or any 
other hereiy fliould be introduced and pro- 
pagated, if men, inftead of having recourfe 

* Aug. de Fid. et Op. cap. 14. 

* Nelfon's Life of Bifhop Bull, p. 235. 

to 
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to the catholic doctors of the ancient church, disc. 
and to flich of onr divines as have trodden ' , 
in their fteps, will extrad ^their theology 
f^om the lateft and loweft of the modern 
fe<9:aries, thus beginning where they Ihould 
end ; if, inftead of drawing living 'water for 
the ufe of the fancftuary from the frefli 
^rings of primitive antiquity, they take up 
with iuch as comes to them at fecond or 
third hand from the Lake of Geneva : 
if the fpirit of a Cyprian exerted in the 
nqiaintenance of the vigor Epifcopatus and 
the conftitution of the church be accounted 
for bigotry and narrownefs\ and Clement 
and Ignatius pais for but very moderate 
divines, \£ben compared with the new lights 
of the tabernacle and Foundery, Should 
this method of ftudying divinity prevail to 
the excluiion of the other, there will foon 
be . neither order left in the churchy nor 
certainty m \ht faith. 

It is by xio means my deflgn in the fol- 
lowing difcourfe to endeavoxir to conduct: 
you through all the windings and foldings 

F r^ » of 
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DISC, of the polemical labyrinth of jujlification* 
' A matter of fuch importance as man s ac- 
ceptance with his Maker does not (bleffed 
be God) depend upon nice fcholaftic fub- 
tleties, or fond enthufiaftic fancies. It rhay 
be fettled in a Ihort and eafy way, by fucH 
plain declarations of fcripture as holy men 
of old were wont to dire<3: themfelves by, 
in thofe happy times, when no one wa^ 
accounted a believer who was not virtuous, 
and whtn faith and a good life vftxt fynoni- 
mous terms. '^ Alas, (faith Bifhop Taylor) 
'' the niceties of a fpruce underftanding, 
*^ and the curious nothings of ufelefs fpe- 
^' culation, and all the opinions of men 
*' that make the divifions of heart, and do 
^' nothing elfe, cannot bring us one drop of 
'^ comfort in the day of tribulation, and 
*^ therefore are no parts of the ftrength of 
*^ faith : nay, when a man begins truly to 
*' fear God, and is in the agonies of mor- 
^^ tification, all thefe new nothings and 
" curiofities will lye neglefted by, as bau- 
^^ bles do by children when they are deadly 
. ' fick. But that only is faith, which 

'^ makes 
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f^ makes us to love God, to do his will, to i> i s c* 



'^ fufFer his impofitions, to tnift his pro- 
^' mifes, to fee through a cloud, to over- 
5' come the w^orld, to refift the devil, to 
^\ ftand in the day of trial, and to be com7 
'^ forted in all our forrows*^/' The pro- 
portion therefore which I Ihall undertake 
to prove, or rather to colled: and fet before 
you in one point of view the arguments 
by which learned men, and particularly the 
author of the Harmonia^ have irrefragably 
proved it, is that evidently contained in 
the words of St. James now read to you, 
viz. that works wrought through faith are 
a neceflary condition of our juftification* 
'^ You fee then how that by works a man 
is juftified, and not by faith only." 



III. 



•^ 



I call works a neceffary condition of our 
juftification, becaufe moft certain it is, that 
the only meritorious caufe thereof is the fa- 
tisfacftion of our Lord and Saviour Jefiis 
Chrift, who alone by his moft precious 

* Bp. Taylor*s Sermon ftyled Fides formata printed in 
the folio edition of his Sermons, p. 43* 

F 3 blood 
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p I s c. blood flicd upon the crofs hath obtained 
- for us remiffion of fins, and eternal life. 

But in the gofpel covenant to which we 
are now admitted by baptilm, faith and 
works are the conditions, to the performance 
of which through the power of his grace 
God has annexed the promifcs of redemp- 
tion, and without the performance of which 
a right to thole promifes caii neither be ac* 
quired, nor preferved. That faith is fuch 
a neceflary condition, all Chriftians are 
agreed. That works are fo likewife I Ihall 
prove — from fcripture tefiimonies ; from 
fcripture examples; from the nature oi faith; 
from the nature of jujiification ; and from 
the procefs at the day of judgment : after 
which I Ihall Ihew from St. Paul's own 
words, that he preaches the very fame 
doftrine with St. James ; and clofe the 
whole with the ftate of that do6lrine given 
by Bifliop Bull in the noble confeffion of 
his faith in this particular, made by him 
when on his death bed. 

And frf, That works are a neceflary 

condition 
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condition of our juftification may be proved i> i s c. 

from plain and exprefs tejiimonies of holy [_ 

fcripture. For thus God by the prophet 
liaiah enjoins his rebellious people to *' ceafe 
** to do evil, and learn to do well/* and 
then pfomifes that though " their paft fins 
'* were as fcarlet, they fhould be white as 
*^ fnow^." Here, " remiffion of fins" 
through^ the Redeemer is the gift on God's 
part : " ceafing to do evil" and " learning 
" to do well" are the conditions on man's 
part. In the fame manner the prophet 
Ezekiel informs the fmner, to his great and 
cndlefs comfort, that if he will " turn 
" from his evil ways, and make reftitution, 
" and walk in the flatutes of life," then 
" all his fins that he hath finned fliall not 
" be once mentioned^" Our Lord in the 
gofpel, c^Us all finners to him, that they 
may '^ find reft to their fouls'' in the arms 
of his mercy forgiving them their trefpaflTes ; 
but then it is upon condition that they 
" take his yoke," i. e. his law, '^ upqn them, 
'^ and learn of him, and follow him," as 

^ Ifai. i. i6. * Ezek.xzxin. 14. 

F 4 his 
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i> I s c. his difciples, in word and deed. " Ye are 
III. * • 
L " my friends/' fays ye in another place, 

'' if ye do whatfoever I command you'.'* 

Agreeably hereto it is declared by St. Peter, 

^^ that in every nation he that feareth God* 

'^ and worketh righteoufnefs is accepted of 

^' him*/' And St. John in like manner 

inftruAs xls, that '^ if we walk In light, 

" as God is in Ae light, then have we 

^^ communion with him, arid the blood t>f 

" Jefiis Chrift his fon cleanfeth us from all 

" fin^." And again — " Let no man de- 

*^ ceive you ;" there is therefore fome dan^ 

ger of our being deceived in this point;* 

" he that docth righteoufhefs is righteous^" 

And thefe teftimonics may fiiflGice for the 

neceffity of works in general^ as a condition, 

of our juftification. 

But we muft not, upon this occafion, 
forget thofe fcriptures which infift upon the 
neceffity of the great work of repentance in. 
particular for that purpofc. -To call men. 

» John XV. 14. » Aftsx. 34. 

k I John 1:7. * I Johnvii, 3- 

from 
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from time to time to repentance was a disc. 
part of the employment of the prophets ^^^* 
until John, who thus began his preaching 
-~*^. Repent, for tl^e kingdom of heaven is 
'* at hand*^;" " bring forth fruits meet for 
^* repcntanceV* i. e. in the language of St. 
Paul, '^ do works meet for repentance"." 
When Jefos himfelf began to preach, it 
was in thefe words : ^^ Repent, and believe 
''the gofpel".'* With him accordeth the 
apoflle St. Peter, in his firft fermon to the 
Jews on the day of Pentecojl — " Repent, 
" and be baptized, every one of you, for 
" the remiffion of fms**." And again, in 
another fermon afterwards — " Repent, and 
" be converted, that your fins may he 
" blotted out'*;" i. e. that you may be 
jujitfied. Nor is repentance a fingle work^ 
but a complication of many, comprehend- 
ing under it, if it be^ genuine and finiere, 
the following particulars ; viz. a tin^ farrow 
and deep compunSiion of heart for fms pafl ;- 
an humiliation under the righteous hand of 



^ Matt. iii. 2. 


> Ibid. V. 8. . 


» Afts xxvi. 20. 


* Mark i. 15. 


** Aasii. 38. 


P Ibid. xiii. 19. 

God; 
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DISC. God ; an hatred and detejiation of fin ; an 

1_ unreferved confejjion of it; an earneftand 

importunate folicitation for the divine grace 
and mercy ; the fear and love of God ; a 
ceafing from evilj and the occajions that may 
lead to it ; a firm purpofe of new obedience'^ 
rejlitution of what hath been unjuftly got- 
ten ; forgivenefs of all them who may have 
treipafl^ed againft us ; and, lafl:ly, works of 
beneficence and charity. Thefe are the plain 
and eafy diagnoftics of a true repentance, 
as that is the beft e\idence of a man's 
being an objed: of the divine mercy, and 
in the right way to juflification. 

A fecond argument to prove that works 
are a necefifary condition of our jufl:ification 
may be deduced from the examples of holy 
men of old who were ib juftified. Of 
thefe illuftrious worthies we have a long 
lift in the xith chapter of the Epiftle to 
the Hebrews. Here let us learn what 
juftifying faith is, by feeing what it was 
and what it did in thofe heroes of the an- 
cient church propofed to us by the apoftlc 

for 
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for our imitation. By faith Abel offered a i> i s c. 

facrifice in obedience to the inftitution of *_^ 

God; Noah huilt an ark; Abraham left 
his country and kindred, and offered up all 
*that was near and dear to him ; Mofes re- 
jected all the pleafures and honours of the 
court of Egypt, and chofe to have his part 
and portion with the opprejfed and afflidied 
church ; and io of the reft : by faith they 
overcame the njoorld, vanquiflied all the 
affedlions of ihtjiejh when they ftood in the 
way of dutyy manfully refifted the de^il^ and 
lived and died in the love cf God and their 
neighbour. They ^'fought a good fight/' 
they '^ finilhed their courfe," they " kept 
^^ the faith/' by making it a conftant prin- 
ciple of aSliony and maintaining good works, 
without which they had affuredly fallen 
Ihort of the inheritance. In a word, 
'^ through faith," as faith the apoftle, 
*^ they wrought righteouftiefs/' and there- 
fore *' obtained the promifes^." And if it 
be true, as moft true it is, that without 
faith they had_ never ^^ wrought right^ouf- 

^ Heb. xi. 33. 
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DISC. ^^ nefs/' it is equally true, that withpuf 
"^* " working righteoufnefs through faith" they 
had never *' obtained the promifes." 

The example that bids the faireft for 
juftification by faith without works i? that 
of the thief upon the crofs. But a nearer 
infpedlion will foon convince us, that even 
in that inftance, fingular as it was, faith 
came attended by her handmaids, repentance, 
piety J and charity. For firft, without com- 
pulfion he made a full confejfion of his own 
guilt, and his Saviour's innocence — ^^ We 
*^ receive the due reward of our deeds, but 
" this man hath done nothing amifs," ^dly. 
He made an open profejjion of his faith in 
Jefus as the Mefliah, the king of Ifrael, 
when he hung naked on the crofs, mocked 
and derided by the Jews, and forfaken of 
all, as an outcaft of heaven and earth. 
3dly, He prayed to him in that charader — 
'^ Lord, remember me, when thou comeft 
'^ into thy kingdom.*' And laflly, his 
charity repr&ved and endeavoiired to eiFe<9: 
the corwerjion of his fellow fufferer — " Doft 

'' not 
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*^ not thou fear God, feeing thou art in the disc. 
'^ fame condemnation ? And we indeed ^^^' 
*^ juftly/* &c. There is a paflage upon 
the lubjeA in one of the fathers fb ex- 
tremely beautiful and appofite to the pre- 
sent purpofe, that I cannot help tranllating 
it — '^ The penitent thief performs many 
*^ offices of religion at the fame time, 
" He believes y Yiq fears, he i^tl^ compunction, 
^* and repents ; he confejfes, and preaches ; 
" he loves, he trujls, and he prays. He is 
" enlightened by faith, iubdued by fear, 
'^ foftened by compunBion, fhaken by r^- 
*^ pentance, purged by confejjion ; he is zea- 
*^ lous in his preaching, and enlarged in his 
*^ charity ; he hopes through confidence, and 
" obtains by prayer^ T Never furely did • 
man perform fo much in fo ftiort a time ! 
And if he was not juftified by faith alone, 

' Multa fimul pietatis officia compleditur. Credit, timet, 
compungitur, et poenitet; confitetur et praedicatj amat, 
confidit, et orat. Fide illuminatur, timore fubditur, com- 
pundlionc moUitur, poenitentia concutitur, confeliione pur- 
gatur, pnedicatione zelatur^ diledlione dilatator, confidentia 
fperat, oratione iippctrat, Arnold, de ultimis feftem verbis 
Domini, 

where 
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DISC, where Ihall we find an example of. one, 
^"' who was ? But, 



T'hirdly, if ^^c confider the nature of 
faithy it will appear to be impoflible that 
any man fliould be juftified by that alone. 
For if faith can of itfelf avail to juftification, 
it muft be either as it is ^n^ajfent to the 
golpel truths, or a reliance on the goipel 
promifes ; for I know of no other notion 
of faith befides thefe two- Now that faith 
as an ajfent to the. truths of the goipel can- 
not juftify, is agreed , on all hands ; ©Ife 
were the devils juftified, whofe faith, or 
belief of the truths relating to him wjho is 
to be their judge, makes them tremble, 
which is more than it does to many who 
profefs to have it. And then, as to faith 
as a reliance on the gofpel promifes, thofe 
promiles being conditional y every reliance 
muft be a deluiion which is not founded 
upon a confcience witneffing the perform- 
ance of the conditions ; and a reliance that 
is lb founded is the refult of works wrought 
through faith. It undeniably follows there- 
fore. 
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fofe, that faith cannot jujiify but as it r> i s c. 
*worketh by lo'ce ; and, confeqnently, that ^^^' 
works are a neceflary condition of our jujli^ 
Jication. 

The fame proportion may be evinced, 
fourthly^ from the nature of jujlijication, 
which, being a forenjic term, imphes a pri- 
foner at the bar, a law by which he is to 
be tried, a witnefs to accufe him, and a 
judge to pafs fentence. Thus, in the cafe 
before us, the prifoner at the bar is man ; 
the law by which he is to be tried is not 
the law of Mofes, exacting a perfed: and 
linlels obedience, but that of Clirift, requir- 
ing repentance and faith, with their pro- 
per fruits ; the witnels is confcience ; the 
judge is Chrift. Now, no one can be jujli- 
Jied^ unlefs he be ahfohed by that law by 
which he is tried ; nor can he be ahfohed 
by a law, unlefs he h?is fulfilled it. Indeed, 
were we to be tried by a law requiring 
perfedl obedience, it is certain no flefh 
could be juftified by it, no man being able 
to fulfil it- But as we are to be. tried by 

a law 
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DISC, a law requiring repentance and faith, with 

|_ their proper fruits, which now, through the 

blood of Chrift, are accepted and " counted 
'^ for righteoufnefs," it moft certainly fol- 
lows, that works, gofpel works, works of 
repentance and faiths are neceflary condi- 
tions of our juftification, and that we 
cannot be jullified without them. This 
confequence cannot be evaded, but by fiip- 
poiing that the gofpel is entirely made up 
of promifes, without any precepts^ to the 
obfervance of which through faith thofe 
promifes are annexed ; a fuppofition furely 
that can be made by no man that has ever 
read the feven iirft chapters of St. Mat- 
thew's Gofpel. 

The ffth and laft argument to prove 
that works are a neceflary condition of our 
juftification, is drawn from the method of 
God's proceeding at the day of judgment, 
. as the riianner of our being juftified will be 
beft feen by the manner in which we are 
declared to be fo at that day. Now, how 
often is it faid in the New Teftament, that 

' ' God 
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III. 



God Ihall judge every man according to his disc. 

'works y and that not the hearers or bare be-^ 

Hevers of the go/pel any more than of the 

law ftiall be accounted '^ jufl before God?" 

" We muft all ftand," faith the apoflle, 

'^ before the judgment-feat of Chrift, 

'^ that every one may receive the things 

*^ done in his body, according to that he 

^* hath done, whether it be good or bad*." 

Our Lord, .warning men againft foolilh 

talking, becaufe " of every idle word they 

*^ muft give account in the day of judg- 

^^ ment," fubjoins — " for by thy words thou 

^^ flialt be juftified, and by thy words thou 

^^ llialt be condemned ^" And elfe where 

he foretels his iecond advent- in theie 

Tvords — " The fbn of- man fliall come 

^' in the glory of his Father with his 

^^holy angels, and then Ihall he re- 

^* ward every man according to his 

^* works "." And fome of the laft words 

delivered by him to his church after his af- 

• 2Cor. V. lo. * Matt.xii. 36, 

" Ibid. xvi. 27. 

G cenfion. 
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cenfion, by the miniftration of the wdlbfl^ 
loved John, are thefe which follow — " Be- 
*^hold, I come quickly, and my reward is 
*' with me, to give every man according as 
*' his work ihall be ''." But above all, that 
celebrated pafTage, Matt. xxv. where the 
procefs of the laft day is defcribed, Ihould 
be engraved as with the point of a diamond 
on the tables of our hearts for ever. There 
we hear the judge froiiKhis glorious throne, 
before which all nations are affembled to 
receive their final dooip, declaring ibme to 
be juftified and accepted, becaufe their 
faith had wrought works of love to him 
in his poor brethren and members ; and 
others, becaufe their faith had not wrought 
thofe works, to be condemned and ever- 
laftingly rejefted. '' Then Ihall the King 
'^ fay unto them on his right hand. Come 
'' ye blefled children of my Father, inherit 
" liie kingdom prepared for you from the 
^.' foundation; of -the world. For \ was an 
^^' hungred, and ye gave me meat: I waij 

.r Rev. xxlL i«. 
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*' thirfly, and ye gave me driii ; I was a i> i s c. 
*' ftranger, and ye took me in ; naked^ and * 
'' ye clothed me ; I was lick, and yc vifited 
^^ me ; I was in priibn, and ye came unto 
*^ me. — Then fliall he fay alfo imto them 
^^ on his left hand,. Depart from me, ye 
*^ curled, into everlafting fire prepared for 
'^ the devil and his angels. For I was an 
'* hungred, and ye gave me no meat ; I was 
" thirfly, and ye gave me no drink ; I was 
*' a ftranger, and ye took me not in ; na- 
^' ked, and ye clothed me not ; lick, and in 
'^ prifon, and ye vilited me not." If there- 
fore works wrought through faith are the 
^ound of the fentence pafled upon us at 
the day of judgment, then are they a 
neceffary condition of our justification, of. 
which that fentence is declarative. 

Thus plainly doth it appear from Icrip- 
ture teftimonies^ from icripture examples^ 
from the nature oi faith, (torn the nature 
dijufiification, and from the proceis of the 
Iqfi day, that ^^ b/ woiks a man is jufiified, 
"^ and not by^ ftith only/' Marvellous 
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DISC, would it be if, after this, we fhould find 

1. the great apoftle of the Gentiles preaching 

a" contrary doctrine. But having made our 
ground good thus far, we Ihall eafily be* 
able, .by a fliort ilate of that cafe, to Ihew 
that he doth not, but harmonizeth in every 
refped: with his brother apoftle. 

In the three firft chapters of the Epiftle 
to the Romans, St. Paul undertakes to de- 
moriftrate that all who would be faved, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, muft Jbave re- 
courfe to the Gofpel of Chrift. To evince 
the neceffity of their fo doing, he begins 
with conviAing the whole world of fin. 
In the firft chaptier he prefers a bill of in- 
dictment againft- the Gentiles, fetting be- 
fore then! ' their abominable fins againft 
God, their neighbours, and their owrt fouls 
and bodies ; their idolatry; and their ini- 
quity. But'ds the Jew was always ready 
to thank God that he was not as the Gen- 
tiles were, as' living under a perfeft law 
gi^ti him by God himfelf immediately 

fr6trf'h*eaven, St. Paul 4n the fecond chap- 
i..;^- i • ^ter 
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"*er takes down his pride, by telling him, disc. 
that the perfed;ion of a law could not be ^^^' • 
matter of glory, but of fliame and con- 
demnation to the tranfgreflbrs of it ; and 

, that this was fb notorioufly the cafe of the 
Jews, that through their breaking the -law, 
in which they foolifhly made their boaft, 
the lawgiver was dillionoured, and the 
name of God blafphemed even among the 
Gentiles on that account. Having thus 
proved both Jew and Gentile to be under Jin, 
having Jlopped every month by {hewing all 
the world to be guilty and obnoxious to the 
judgment of God, the apoftle makes his 
inference in the third chapter^ — ^' There- 
*' fore by the deeds of the law there Ihall 
** no flefli be juftified in his fight ;" plamly, 
becaufe all flefli having tranfgrefled the law, 
all flefli is condemned by it, and therefore 
men mufl: go elfe where for juftification. 
St Paul tells them whither they are to go 
in the following glorious ftate of that doc- ^ 
trine according to the Gofpel — '^ But now 
^^ the jrighteoufnefs of God without the 
^' law is raanifeflcdi, being witneflTed by 
.:ff G^ "the 
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DISC. '^ the law and the prophets ; even the 
^^^' " righteoufiiefs of God, which is by faith 
" of Jeiiis Chrift unto all, and upon all 
*' them that beUeve ; for there is no ^fFer- 
*^ ence ; for all have finned, and come fliort 
'^ of the glory of God ; being juftified free- 
'^ ly by his grace, through the redemption 
" that is in Jefus Chrift ; whom God hath 
*^ fet forth to be a propitiation, through 
^' faith in his blood, to declare his right- 
*' coufnefs for the remiffion of fms that 
" arc pafti through the forbearance of God ; 
f' to declare, I fay, at this time his right- 
*' cou!Ciefs : that he might be juft, and yet 
*' the juftifier of him that belicveth in Jc- 
" fits* Where is boafting then ? It is ex- 
^f duded. By what law ? of works ? Nay: 
'\ but by the law of faith/* From thefc 
|»:emifes the apoftle now draws his great 
conclufion — ^' Therefore we conclude that 
** a njan is juftified by faith, without tho 
*• deeds of the law." Out of thefe lafl: 
-words arife two qjieftions, which being 
anfwered, every difficulty will vanifli, and 
the great truth witneffed both by St, Paul 

Snd 
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«nd St James fliine forth without a cloud. i> i s c. 

The queftions arc thefe. Firft, what arc 1 

the nvarks here excluded by St, Paul, as 
xinneceffaiy to juftification ? Secondly, what 
is Xht faith to which juftification is attri- 
buted? 

With regard to the firft, what are the 
works here excluded by St, Paul, as unne- 
ceffary to juftification ? the anfwer is obvi- 
ous. They are heathen and Jewifti works, 
whether eeremonial, or moral, performed 
without the grace of Chrift, -aad fet up as 
meritorious : without tbefe doubtlefs a man 
is juftified ; for it was the impoffibility of 
his being juftified by them, which naade 
it neceflkry that juftificatiofi fliould be the 
gift of God, and brought Chrift from hea- 
ven to obtain it for us. That thefe-ar* 
the works intended by the apoftlc is unde- 
niably evident from henoe, that heathens 
and carnal Jews are the pcrfons againft 
whom he is here arguing. Not one >^C3*d 
is here againft good works wrought through 
faith by the H^Jy Ghnjl, irhich are as ne- 

G 4 ct&xy 
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DISC, ceflary a condition of our juftification as 

,, 1. faith itfelf, and made ib by this very St. 

Paul, as Ihall be now fliewn, in anfwer 
to the 



Second queftion, viz. what is the faith to 
which juftification is attributed by him in 
this place ? He Ihall tell us himfelf. " In 
" Chrift Jeliis neither circumcifion availeth 
*' any thing, nor uncircumcifion, but faith 
" which worketh by love *." " In Chrift 
*' Jcfus neither circumcifion availeth any 
*' thing, nor uncircumcifion, but a new 
" creature ^" " In Chrift Jefus neither 
^^ circumcifion availeth any thing, nor un- 
" circumcifion, but keeping the command- 
'^ ments of God ""." Who does not fee 
here that tho faith to which St. Paul attri-. 
butes juftification, in oppofition to the 
deeds of the lawj is that which worketh by 
love, is the fame with the new creature, 
and implies in it the " keeping the com- 
*^ mandments of God ?'* 



* Gal. V. 6. y Ibid, vi, i6. » i Cor. vii. 19. 

Again, 
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r Agaiiiw '^ Therefore there is now no con- b i s c. 
*' demnation to them which are in Chrift ■ 

" Jelus^," i. e. they are juftified. But who 
are they ? It follows — '^ who walk not 
*^ after the flelh, but after the fpirit," i. e. 
who do not the works of the flelh, but the 
works of the fpirit : doing the works of the 
fpirit therefore is the condition of their 
juftification — " If ye live after the flefh, ye 
** Ihall die ; but if ye through the fpirit do 
" mortify the deeds of the body, ye ill all 
"live." 

Once more. This fame apoftle, i Cor. 
xlii. 13. /peaking oi fait by though other- 
wife ever fb found and right, as disjoined 
from charity^ or love, maketh it to be of 
no value — " Though I had all faith, and 
*' have not charity, I am nothing." Faith 
therefore, all faith, faith in the higheft de- 
gree, avails nothing unto juftification, but 
fo far as it ^^ worketh by love" to the 
*^ keeping the commandments." The moft 

* Rom. vii. I. 

orthodox 
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p I s c. orthodox faith may be without charity j and 
then it will be altogether unprofitable to 
him who hath it. But there would be no 
end of citing paflages from St. Paul to this 
efFedl. Let thefe therefore fuffice. 



But what Ihall we fay to the cafe of 
Abraham^ of whom St. Paul afferts, that 
" he believed God, and it was counted to 
" him for righteoufoefs ?"' Why, truly, 
we have nothing to lay, but only this, that 
St. James brings this very inftance of Abra- 
ham, as of one who was juftified by works. 
*' Wilt thou know, O vain man, that 
*' faith without works is dead ? Was not 
** Abraham our father juftified by works, 
*' when he offered Ifaac his fon upon the 
** altar? Seeft thou" (and wonderful it ia 
that there fliould be any one who does not 
fee) *' how faith wrought v^rith his works, 
".and by works was faith made perfed: ?'* 
And fo, his woiks being . all wrought 
ihxoxx^faitb, the fcripture was ftill fulfill- 
ed which faith, ^' Abraham believed God,' 
*^ and.it was counted unto him for righte- 

" oufnefs;'*' 
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^f oufiicfs ;" his faith working hy love was i> i s c» 

accepted in Chrift Jeftis, according to the 1. 

terms of that gojpel which '^ the fcripture 
^* preached before unto him." Thus in 
this inllance of the father of the faithful, 
as in a common centre, are the do<ftrines 
of both apoftles met : one fays, a man is 
juftified by " faith working ;' the other by 
" working faith ;" and this is reafly and 
tmly all the difference there is between 
them. What pity then is it that fo many 
volumes Ihould have been written, to the 
infinite vexation and difturbance of the 
church, upon the queftion— Whether a 
man be juflified hj faith, OR ^morks ; feeing 
they are two efTential parts of the fame 
thing ! The body and the fpirit make the 
man ; faith and works make the Chrijlian. 
" For as the body without the Ipirit is 
'' dead," and therefore but half the roan, 
'^ fb faith without works is dead alfb," and 
therefore but half the Chriftian. Nor can 
any fon of Abraham be juftified othcrwifc 
than his father is declared to have been — 
'' Faith wrought with his works, and by 
'* worka was faith made perfcd.'^ 

I clofc 
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DISC. I clofe all with that noble confcffion 
.^"' made by Bilhop Bull of his faith in this 
article of jujiificationy and ratified by him 
juft before his death, when he experienced 
the comfort of having adhered to it through 
life, fleering his courfe thereby, amidft all- 
the antinomian errors of thofe fanatic 
times in which he wrote, to the haven of 
everlafting reft. 

" I moft firmly believe (fays this excel- 
'^ lent prelate) that as I yield a ftedfaft 
'^ afi^ent to the Gofpel of Chrift, and as I 
" work out true repentance by that faith, 
'* Ihaking off, by the grace of God, the 
" yoke of every deadly fm, and devoting 
" myfelf in earneft to the obfervation of 
^^ his evangelical law, I fliall obtain, by the 
" fovereign mercy of God the Father, for 
^\ the merits only of Jefus Chrift, his Son, 
" and my Lord and Saviour, who offered 
'^ himfelf up unto the Father a truly expi^ 
'^ atory facrifice for my fms, and for the 
" fins: of the whole world, the full re- 
'^ miffion of all my paft fms, be they never ^ 
^^ fo many and great. But then I hiavc no 

*^ otherwise 
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*' otherwife any confidence of my fins being i> i- s c. 

" forgiven me, or of my being in a flatc ^ 

*^ of grace and falvation, but as by a ferious 
** examination of my confcience, made ac- 
*' cording to the rule of the Gofpel, there 
^' fliall be evidence of the Sincerity of my 
** faith and repentance. And I believe 
^' moreover, that w^hile I bring forth fruits 
^' worthy of faith and repentance, and 
*^ while I not only abftain from thofe 
^' crimes which, according to the Gofpel, 
^* exclude a man from heaven, but do di- 
^' ligently likewife exercife myfelf in good 
^' works, both thofe of piety towards God, 
^' and thofe of charity towards my neigh- 
" hour, fo long I may prefer ve the grace 
*^ that is given me of remiffion and jufti- 
*' fication : and that if I die in this ftate, 
*^I am in the way of obtaining by it the 
^' mercy of God, and eternal life and lal- 
*^ vation, for the fake of Jelus Chrift. I 
*^ believe yet that I may fall away ; and, 
*' after having received the Holy Ghoft, as 
^' our church fpeaketh, depart from grace : 
" and that therefore I ought to work out 

^^ my 
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JO I s c. ^* my fahafion with fe&r dnd trembling. I 
^ *' believe alio that in the Grofpcl there is 

'^ pardon promifed to all that fall, let it be 
'^ never {o often, <b that they do before 
'^ their death renew their repentance, and 
*^ do again Utidtjirji works ; but then there 
^^ is not any vsrhere promifed to them 
*^ either fpace of life, or grace that they 
*^ may repent. I believe that there is given 
^^ to fome perfons a certain extraordinary 
"^ grace, according to the good plealurc of 
^^ God ; but I account it the greateft mad- 
*^ nefs for any one therefore to prefume 
'^ upon fiich a grace, or to challenge aught 
*^ for himfelf beyond the promifes of God, 
^^ w^hich are made in the GofpeL And laft- 
" ly, it is my firm belief, that throughout 
** the whole courfe of my falvation, from 
^' the very firft fetting out to the end 
*^ thereof, the grace and affiftance of God's 
*^ fpirit is abfolutely neceflary : and that I 
." never have done and never can do any 
*^ fpiritual good without Chrift, is my full 
" and certain perfiiafion. This is the way 
'^ of falvation which by God's grace I have 

*^ entered 



in. 
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*' entered into, or at leaft have defired to d x s c. 

^' enter into, which I have therefore chofcn, 

'^ becaufc it is clearly fet forth to me in 

'^ the holy fcriptures, and is a trodden and 

*^ a fafe way, which all cathohc Chriftians 

*^ iox fifteen hundred years at leaft from our 

*^ Saviour's birth have trodden before me.^" 

God Almighty enable us all to walk m 
the fame way to the fame end ; and for this 
purpofe let us befeech him, in thofe excel- 
lent words of our church, to *' give unto us 
^* the increafe oifaithj bofe^ and charity \ and, 
•^ that we may obtain that which he doth 
" promt/e, make us to love that which he 
^' doth command, through Jefiis Chrift our 
^' Lord, Amen ^'' 



* Apolog. pro Harmon, p. 12. Nelfon's life of Bifhop 
Bull, p. 463. 
^ CoUedt for the 14th Sunday after Trbity* 
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7^^ ^r^r^ £/* God^ which bringeth falvation^ hath 

[appeared to all men -, teaching uSy thaty denying 

ungodlinefsy and worldly luftsy we Jhould live 

foherlyy righteoujly^ and godly ^ in this p'efent 

world. 

WE R £ it required to produce from disc. 
the Scriptures that paflage^ which ^^y 
exhibits, in feweft words, the fuUeft ac- 
count of the nature and defign of Chrifti- 
anity, this is, perhaps, the paflage, that 
ihoutd be fixed on for the purpofe. Let 
us therefore iiirvey and examine the ftriking 
features of fo plcafing a portrait. 

H It 
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DISC. It is by no means intended to enter into 

1_ a difcuffion at large of the various topics 

here fuggefted by the ApoflJe." It Will be 
more advifable to cx^ntrad; our views, and 
confine them to a fiagle point. It IhaU be 
this ; viz. th<^ friendiy afppd which Chrifti* 
anity, as here reprefented — and it is here 
truly reprefented— be^s tovv^ards Ibciety, 
and the welfare and felicity of mankind 
upon earth. In other words, I would 
wifli, by an illuftration of the text, to 
convey to your minds fbme faint idea of 
that ftate of things, which would begin to 
ihew itfelf in the wprld, were the religion 
of Jefiis rightly underftood, and zealoufly 
pra(^lcd, among men. A view of the 
Gofpel, in this light, will furni^ us with 
proper anfwers to fome objedious made by 
it's enemies, as if it had been ufelefs, nay^ 
even prejudicial to fociety. An inference 
will likewifc offer itfelf to the confideration 
of it's friends, liiitable to this audience, and 
the prefent folemnity. 

St. Paid, then, firft declares the origin, 

univer- 
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tinlverlidity, and general intent of the Gof- disc. 
pel. It was not a produdion of earth : it ^^* 
came from above; it \^as xa^^q Qev, the 
grace, or gijft of God. As a gift, we may 
conclude it given, lite other gifts, for the 
bcaiefit of the receivers* As the gift of 
him, who is the Father of Mercies, and 
the God of all confolation, it muft be cal- 
culated to difRife mercy and comfort 
among his creatures, Ifliiing from the God 
' of peace and order, it could never be de- 
figned to give birth to wars and tumults. 
Offspring of that Being, who, as St. John 
tells us, is Love, it could never be intend- 
ed to produce hatred in the hearts, of 
which it fliould take pofleflion. Proceed- 
ing from the (rod of holinefs, and of life, it 
was not designed to be the means of en- 
larging the empire of fin and death. It 
came, a-ccTTipiog, " bringing Salvation,** or 
deliverance from every enemy; and it 
came to all, without diftinftion of fex or 
age, country or condition. E^$(pavfi fi x^p*^ 
Ttg ©CHiy (rcotfioiog'ircc(ri» av^^tairoiq^ it appeared, 
it Ihone forth, manifefting itfelf by it's 
'-- ' -a z own 
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DISC, own fplencjour, like the day-fpring from on 

1_ high ; like the light of. the morning, when 

the fun arifeth, free, bright, xioiverial; 
author of light and life, of joy and glad- 
neis ; and hailed, as fuch> by all things ia 
heaven and earth. . It appealed, to diipel 
ignorance,, as darkneis ; and to difieminate 
knowlege, as light; to inform and in- 
flrucl n^ankind ; iFQuhvoMra ^[4,ecg, taking us 
into training, and putting us umder difci- 
pline, in the fchool of a divine Mailer, 
who tejatcheth us to avmd evil, and to pur- 
fue good ; and who alone can enable us to 
do either with efFeft. In this laft particular, 
his fchool excels all others, with refpe<fl to 
the benefits accruing from it to civil foci- 
ety, in. proportion as it is better that men 
fliould pradife virtue, than that they Ihould 
fpeak, or write of it. Mankind, it is true, 
wanted a perfeft law, or rule of condu6l : 
but this was not all. The pcrfedion of a 
law would afford finall comfort to thofe 
who liy^ ujadcr it, if they could not ob- 
feive it, and piuft pcrilh &r tranfgreffuig 
it Men flood ia need of Other things ; 

they 
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they ftood in need of paidon for their paft disc* 
errors, and a renewal of thcif powers unto '^' 
fiitixrb obedience. Herein is the glory of 
tiie Gt»<pel. This is the triumph of ^' the 
*' grttce of God/* which, by the Gofpel, 
'^ itdth appeared unto all men, teaching us 
** (and bcftowing the virtues it enjoins) 
** that, denying ungodlinefs, and worldly 
" lufbB>^we ihould lire fobcrly, righteotrily, 
" and godly, in this prefent world/* 

PifvyiTOLfuvti rfpf ita^Qitetv, denying, dis- 
claiming, renoun<»ig, forfaking impiety ; 
every ipecies of irrcligicwi ; either difbelief 
of a Deity, or miftaken notions of his na« 
tore, attributes, providence, and of the 
manner in which he is to be worflupped ; 
with all the erroileous and abominable 
praAices confequcilt thereupon : how pre^ 
judicial tbcfe were to the interdb of lbdcty> 
no one can be ignorant, to wiiom the hif* 
tory of the heathen world is, in any degree, 
known. And the cafe muft be the fame 
in every age. The adions of men niuft 
always take a deep tincture ifxxn the co- 
H 3 lour 
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p I s c. lour of their religious or ineli^otts priri- 
^^* ciplcs. He who believes in a Deity, of 
whatever kind, will endeavour 'to {>leafe> by. 
imitating him : and he who beliJeffft ih 
none, hke the poor demoniac in the -Gpf- 
pel, eafily burfls all other bands, neither 

can any man hold him. * 

' ' ' *• ■ 

• 

^' Denying ungodlinefs, and worldly 

'* lufts" — Koa-fjiixai tm^fjLtott dktintur ea^ 

cufiditates (fays Grrotius) quas major pars 

bominum fequitur \ ea enim major pars fdtpe, 

m bislibrisy r^xwriifi vacatur nomine. Worldly 

luils, or defires, are defires whofe objeds 

are worldly, and by worldly men coveted 

and fought after, by undue means> or in 

an inordinate manner, beyond the limits 

defigned and: appointed by. God and nature. 

And what is it, but the profecution of 

iiich defires, jthat filW the world with wick- 

ednefi tod mifery ; producing luxury and 

^rtravdgence among fome; poverty and 

wretchcdnefe ataoag others; hateful quarrek 

and vexatious fuits between individuals and 

families ; rava^ng and defolating wars be- 

'i 1 tween 
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tween princes and kingdoms ; fa6ldoiis and disc. 
tumults in the ftate ; and, we may add, '^* 
generally, herefies arid divifions in the 
chnrch> as our apoftle has Ibmewhpre 
claiTed them likewife among the works of 
€tieflejb^. Lfet not vain man, then, under 
the name and notion of philbibphy, infiilt 
and revile as a monkijh ^xAfolitary pripciple,^ 
that doiftrine, on which the Son pF^ God" 
has thougjfcrt proper to lay the' deep foun- 
dations of his religion, the do<9:rine of felf- 
denial. In the prefent ftate of human na- 
ture, the defires of felf are frequently the 
fickly cravings of a diftempered being ; the 
gratification of them would only tend tp 
increafe and inflame The difeafe; and 
therefore, by our heavenly phyfician, we 
ire, in mercy, enjoined to deny them. All 
Aat he requefteth of us is, to conliilt our 
own happinefs, and that of others ; " let* 
" the defires that are contrary^ t6 Aecom- 
" mands of the Gofpel be examined, and 
" it will %e fimnd, that they cannot be 
^ fatisfied, wfthout- Htirtfti'g hujotan ibci- 

* Gal. V. 20, 
H 4 *^ cty 
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IV 



DISC. ^< ctyV* and if we arc commanded to re- 
nounce worldly lulls, it is becaufe they 
have deluged the earth with fin -and forrow* 

From the negative part of the appftle's 
defcriptipn, we pafs on to that which is 
pofitive. Having " denied ungodlinels 
^* and worldly lufts/' we are to live, in the 
firft place, foberly^ ckjqtpovcag. . The noun, 
from whence this adverb is forinedj figni- 
fies, one of z, found mind, one that is lOMi^f^t. 
of lumfclf, having his appetites and paflions. 
inxiue order and fubjedlion i fmce, o£ tvcry. 
one of thefe, if fufFered to domineer, in- 
fl^ad of obeying, may be laid, what has 
been often IHid of one of thein, that it is a. 
tcipporary madnels. Thus, vvfhen the pro- 
digal in the p^able is defcribed, a$ repent- 
ing of his prpfligacy,. the expreflion is, Trpag. 
cwJuTov ij;s^f> i;e came to kimfelf The phrale 
iutiniatesy that, whilq engaged in his former 
courfe, h^ was ng/i ^if^^ff* -The. governing 
piincipJie l^ad been dethroned^ ^d hg had 
been carjripd away qaptiye, at. thie will of 

^ Le Clerc on the Caofes of IiMnred^ulity, part ii. chap« vL 

his 
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his :conquerprs.. The queftion^ therefore, disc. 

IV 

will ilaiitd ttius ^ whether they are likely to 1^ 

ixiake the beft members of fbciety, who 
poffeis the ufe of their reafcni or they, 
who have loft it ? 



If we confider fobriety, as implying the 
r^ulation of our appetites^ it iupplies vb 
with the virtues of temperance, as oppofed 
to intemperance of every kind, and induibry, 
as oppofed to iloth. And wher^ is the 
ftate, that would not wiih all it's ful^e^ 
to be temperate and induilrious ? Look at 
the generations of old, and coniiilt the ages 
that are pafL Enquire of kingdoms that 
Avere once migh^ upon earth, and of eni- 
pires that now live only in the records of 
hiftory. Aik them, and with one voice 
th^ will tell you, that by thefe virtues 
they all arofe to grcatnefs, glory, and ho- 
nour ; by their contraries they iiink into 
ruin^ &ame| and reproack Learn we, 
then, %& good aiaaj&oAy duly ta«vahie the re*; 
ligiony thal^ upon -tlie ^oua^ of true rea^ 

fon. 
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1> ISC. fbn, and ctmial' wifatml, y/rfdtL fuch pcr^- 
^^' iuaiive energy recommends and ei^oms the 
prafticc of thefc virtucar, holding' iiiem: 
forth to view, in the example of oiit Di- 
vine Mafter, and thofe of his foft foilow- 
, ers. A glutton, a drunkard, a debauchee, 
a fluggard, are monfters in the - Goipel 
iyftem. There we fee a religion, whicb is; 
all over, fobriety and purity, fervour, and 
alacrity. There we find prefiriribcd to us 
ftfriflrtemperahce always, prudent abftihciice 
oftcti: And why ? That we may not be 
brought under the power of an ajppetite; 
and enflaved to io mercilc/s and unrelent- 
ing a tyrant. There we are dircAed, whe- 
ther we eat, or drink, or whatever we do, 
to do all to the glory of God ; as if the 
world were one vaft temple, and every 
good man, through the courfe of his aftions, 
ii kind of perpetual officiating prieft in it. 
There none are permitted to be idle; 
every one is to be aftive and diligent in 
fome employment, not only^innocent, but 
ufeful to the' community. If any do not 
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iffori, At4B dedared that' he ihould not eati ^^ « c^ 
and the pofcOcmi of the unprofitMe is faid to * 
be Vnth that of flte 



- ''But iohnetyj^goes farther. It cdmpre- 
hends the goyeniment not of the bodily 
appetites only> but of the paffions and affec** 
ticms of the mind. The nie of thefe is, 
to ftir up the iofuX^ and put it upon adion, 
to aifaken the-underftanding, to excite the 
willjiBnd to nufke the whole man vigorous 
and attentive in the profccution of his de- 
figns; He whofe defigns are right, and 
who, being mailer of his paffions, can di- 
rcA their force that way, proceeds like the 
mariner, who underflands his compafs, and 
commands the winds : he raifes or finks his 
afFe<%ions, according tg his judgment, and 
carefully adjufts them to the nature of things: 
he applies them, with all their energy, 
to the profccution of his greateft intereft ; 
and makes them militate, with all their 
force, againft: whatever might obibrud it* 

« See Dr. Heylyn's Diflfertation on the Paffions, in Mi 
Theological Ledaret, vol. i. p. 6i • 

Chrifti- 



% 

T> I s.c* Chriftiamty iilfbrihs ite hftActpic>jier^.cJ*? 

IV* 

jefts, oigi whidi the pafiwMift^cnaidiiMr 
fixed; and enables us : tor jfixihcnroiksdiaib 
'objc6b. It's injunc^on runs thus—" Set 
'.' yoitf aiFe6tioi)s on thiiig$>ai«)¥o ;'! 4io4>b« 
j<e<^, in the putfuit t>f wbkhlhejm^^fnii 
forth aU their ilreogth> and in the esti^ojr* 
ment of which they m^^acquiefc^* ^th 
abibltate GomplaceoLcyi. .Tkde are ths^ob^ 
ysS^^ .to which thsey wcrs;on||^ndly sxlap<>4 
ed; and therefore^ titttpoffeffedidfiitiifetaBi^ 
they are unquiet and diffiitxsfied. In \iaiii 
do they feek their full gratification in things ^ 
below, in earthly objcfts, not calculated to 
afford it i and when they are fet upon fiich, 
otherwife than in perfcft lubordination to 
the better things above, the man becomes 
a fure prey to difappointment and vexation*. 
Upon this principle, the Gofpel, in the 
heart whc^re it is received, moderates and 
regulates the paflfions^ in their applications 
to tcrr^ftriai objeds. It reffarains the fellies 
(A an^ that it fin not, and flops the ifTues, 

^ -See tliif^pdint madex)u^ by a copioas ind'u^on of par- 
ticulars, in Dr, Young's Titte Eitimace of Human Life. 

V of 
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^f diflike ; it roproffc$ infolence in joy, and ^^^^- 

• • IV 

jwvents clamour or deipcmdency in grief: 'i 
5t forbids prefumption in hope, and bridles 
^c impetuofitjr of defire : it permits not 
:i5wir to tranlgrefe the bounds of a pmdent 
<^utiQn, and mitigates even courage, vrhich 
iiriithout it becomes a favagc ferocity : it 
balances the mind in every ftate and for- 
tune ; it produces modefty, meeknefs, pa- 
tience, candour, impartiality; and, out of 
thde ingredients, forms that y&*rw(y of cha- 
racter, intended by our apolUe. And what 
is it but this fame fobricty, tilis command 
of the paffions, this felf government, that 
qualifies a man to difchaige properly all 
. the relative duties of life ; that endears him 
to a community, and renders him a truly 
ufcfiil and valuable member of fociety? 
Deftitute of this, what is the world, as agi- 
tated by human paffions, let loofe, without 
reftraiht, in their fury, but a troubled (fea, 
with the four winds ftriving on it for the 
ipaftery ; where all is froth and foam, • noife 
and confufion ! 

From 
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•D 1 5 c. : FroHx ' that ^Ht of ftiati^s Artf , wliich 
„■- regards bmjelfy ^s^ttfftA by *hc \*6rd-d*^- 
ip^eog, we pals to that whicH- Iti^efts hb 
neighhoury pointed out by the term hofxttbiq. 
" Wc Ihould live fbberly, tigbteoifffyy or 
^■Jt^fy'y' tiiat 4s, according to the proper and 
original meaning of the word, giring-to all 
their due. What that due is; the Gofpel 
hath afcertained, not, like the itiere moral- 
ifts, by a fyftem of rules only, but by in- 
fufing a principle, which reduires the law 
to a compend, and teaches the whole at 
once, in it's utmoft extent. The principle 
here meant is charity, which, when iincere 
and ardent, needeth not the affiftance of 
precepts and direcftions, at every turn, but, 
by it's own nature and force, fuperfedes, 
and even goes beyond them all*. '^ For 
*' this," fays our apoftle elfewhere, ** Thou 
^* flialt not commit adultery, thou Ihalt not 
" kill, thou Ihalt not fteal, thou Ihalt not 
** bear falfe witnefs, thou flialt not covet; 
*' and if there be any other comniandment> 



* See Lord Bacon*s Advancement of Learnbg, book vii. 
chap. iii« 

"it 
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*^ It. is briefly comprehended in this faying^ disc. 
/^ namely. Thou (halt love thy neighbour '^' ^ 
**»as thyfelf. Love worketh no ill to his 
^' neighbour; therefore love is the fulfiUing 
5* of.thelaw^'* It can do no ill, and will 
do aU the good in it's power. *' Thou 
^' ihalt love thy neighbour, as thyfelf," — 
" Whatever ye would that men fliould do 
^* unto you, do ye even fo unto them/* 
Let every man allow that claim of right in 
another, which he fliould think himfelf 
entitled to make> in like circumftances — ^ 
a precept this, which enables every man 
to be his own caiiiift, and puts it out of 
his power to determine unjuftly ; a precept 
which Ihould be engraved on every heart, 
as, it was, by the command of the emperor 
Sevcrus, on his palace, and public buildings ; 
the univerial rule of life, the moral direc- 
tory of the world ! Refleft, what an ap- 
pearance focicty would wear, if men a6ted 
upon this evangelical principle. In fupe- 
fiors it would be equity and moderation, 

' Rom. xiii. 9. 

courtefy, 
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x>i%c. comt^ and affiK}>iiity9 benigoity and con-^ 
^^* defceniion : in inferioiSy.iinceiity'azMJl fide^ 
lity< ^efped: and diligenco. In ^prkioci, yaf-- 
tice» g^ntleneisy and fi>Ikitude fbr^tiw.'ivet-* 
fare of their ful^cds : in fubjc<fta, Royalty; 
fubmiffion, obedience^ quietnefs^ pieacc;- pa-* 
tience, and cheerfubiefs. In^ parents^ ten- 
derncfs, carefulnefs of th^ children s good 
education, comfortable llibfiftence, and eter- 
nal welfare : in children, duty> honour, gra- 
titude. In all men, upop all occafions, a 
readinefs to affift, to relieve, to comfort 
one another', — Can we help exclaiming, 
with tlie celebrated author of the Spirit of 
Laws — '' How admirable the religion, 
*^ which while it feems only to have in 
*^ view the felicity of the other life, confti- 
" tutes the happincfs of this^!" — " How 
'^ good and how pleafant would it be, for 
'^ brethren to dwell together in unity," 
under the influence of this celeftial prin-* 
ciple, diffufing itfelf through all the mem- 

f See Dr. Barrow on the Profitablenefs of Godlinefs, 
vaK i. iermon 2d. 
* SpiritofLaw5, Book XXXV. chap.. iii, 
... bers 



rv. 
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htT% of a community, from the lugheft to i> 1 1 c, 

tile lowed, gprateftil as *^ thfe precious oaxt^ 

^^ metit upon the head; that nm down 

^^ upon the beard, even upon Aaron's beard, 

'' and went down to the ikirts of his gar- 

** ment ;* cheering and refrelhing " as the 

*^ dew of Hcrmon, or that which fell on 

** the mountains of Sion." 

We have confidered man's duty to him- 
felf^ and to his neigbbotir : he is to live Jo^ 
ierfy and rigbteoujly. He is alfo to live 
godfy, fuotCft^c. The word conveys the idea 
of every thing that rrfates to' the acknow- 
Icgementand worfhipef'God; of devotion, 
piety, 6r of religion^ properly fq: called, 
as diftinguilhed from mmility. Here it is, 
that Wc miift look for the tri^dn fpring and 
principle of a6Hoh ; for motives "to virtue, 
capable of controuling the kppctittii: regu- 
lating the paffions, and overcoming every 
obftacle objeAed by felf-love to the prac- 
tice of /juftice^ and -charity' amotlg ificn. 
^* Godlmefsr iwr^Ce/w, IS prcifitfeWe tmto all 
'^ things, haymg pmnufe of the life that 

1 **now 
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T>i%c. fi QQ^ is^ as ^dl as of tiiat which is to 
- '* comc*f * and they, vho aflnt rcU^cm to 
have'beetr the invoition of pneAi, cs poli^. 
ticiansy to keep the world in ordain do 
thereby confcik that it is^ at leaft, good for 
that ptrrpoic. 

Of htiman words and zBiaiMy highly 
pernicious to fociety, how many are there, 
not cognus^lo at 'an eai^y tribunal ! 
Yet our happiijels or iliifery> -in oto cbh- 
verfe with others, depends ^>oii t§iie rcgu-. 
lation of thefe. Now^ ? implant but a 
thorough itxii» of rdS^on m'^the mind? 
teach a man always to qoni^ier hiinfelf ae 
a«aing> fpcaking, tw^ even t^iftking^ under 
the: eye of that B«i^y who feeth tcbfccret^ 
but witttme 4ayi*iK^4 ^ puniih openlyj? 
yon ftop:*he ftreiuns at the plaOf^of^break- 
ing ibr|ix^ nod fiaiunch^ at onco> th^ imnn 
tain t)^ Qoomptioo* .' . ' "^ • ' 

jvQf g^9^ tfe^-«P WSii»bfe>y^qourts 
af jjlfatUffy ^?^ few WQMjd ^^. uader 

v>-;i V ] their 
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their fenteiicei were it not fbrthc obliga*-. disc* 



ticMi, wfeich reli^on lajts upon thofc perfons, . 
ta fpcak the tmtii, bj wjbofc evidence the 
fwRs ia queftiooi xni^ be proyedand a£:er« 
tained.^ .; 

There is. a^ connedioa between religion 
and* mcmditgr^ like that between foul and 
bodyry nat> to bcrdifToIyed' without the death 
of the latter* Speculative men may amuie 
themfeh^ea and others: .with difipiifidons on 
the beautjr of idrtae> and the relations of. 
thiDga>. indqpetadmtlir of the will of God^. 
and^ idse ; motives f\^ggeiled* bji the Scripr 
tures. Viitoc^withmtt doubts is beautiful;' 
a3Eid there are relations of tiling^ with, any 
re^pcHuHag duties refidtiitg theisefroin. But 
witt thefe; confideratioxis cbanru ta reft the 
eagear appetites and tustiulent pafiions of 
hwnaii nature^ in. it's pre&nt condition.? 
^'^As well might you think to bind an. 
'^' huxigry tiger with a thtcadi^V. 

Butohferm.^e firmb^fis^; on which is 

for ever fixed the nooralky of the GofpcL 

a i? How 



IV. 
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DISC. How dear in it s principles» how powcrftil 

IV 

' in it's motives ! — i" Wc loVe Grod, because 
^* he firft loved us, and gave his Son to be 
^^ the propitiation for our fins. If God &> 
" loved us, we ought alio to love one 
" another. For he that loveth him who 
" begat, loveth him alfo who is begotten 
^^of him." The head of the moft un- 
learned cannot but comprehend the mean>^ 
ing of thefe few words ; and ther^heart of 
the 'moft learned muil feel the force i of 
them. Such is the ground of that chaiityv 
which, as we before obfervod; perfor;met]ii 
eveiy duty of focial life, and iulfiUeth the 
lawl To inculcate and produce in us this 
heavenly dii|)ofition, is the end of the Gof^ 
pel, and of 4il it;s doAnnes. It is deduced 
irti Scriptofe even ftorti thoie that may 
feem' to be of the taoft mjrfterious and 
fpeculative nature ; the unity of the dhdne 
perfons ; . the divinity and the fatisfadion 
of Chrift ; do43nnes> which .caimot, there- 
fore, be denied, or degraded, without re- 
moving, : or propdrtioiKibly leffening the 
tnbft endearing : and affedting incitements 
v,_; r to 



on civil Society. 117 

to the Chriftian life*. Indeed, the happy d i s c- 

temper, of which We arc ipeaking,' is the ^_ 

natural and kindly efFed of the great 
evrangelical truths, when treafured up in 
*he raind, and made the lubjefts of fre- 
quent meditation. The ideas of a recon- 
ciled God ; a Saviour and Interceflbr on 
high ; a gracious Spirit, informing our ig- 
norance, purifying our hearts, relieving our 
neccffities, alleviating our cares, and com- 
forting our forrovrs — inch ideas as thefc 
enable us to bridle the appetites of the 
bddy, and to calm the emotions of the 
mind; to bear with patience and cheer- 
fulnefs the calamities of life ; they iweeten 
the temper, and harmonize the afiWHons, 
tefolving them all into one, diverfified ac- 
cording to the different iituation of it's 
proper objeft ; of which grief laments the 
abfcncc, and fear apprehends the lofs ; de-- 
fif:e puriiies it i hope has it in view ; anger 
rifes againft obftruftion ; and joy triumphs 

^. Sec Dr.. Watcrlaod's incomparable traa on the Impor- 
tance of the bodrine of the Holy Trinity* chap. ii. 

13^ ^ }^ 
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P I s c. in poflefilon\ • Thus rdi^on fijces the heart 
^^' on it's troafure, in f^th without wavering, 
and rdignation without rcfenre; it dravsrs 
the jafiediions upwards towards heaven, as 
th^ fun does the exhalations of the earth, 
to tetum in fruitful ihowers, and bleis the 
world. 



Sudh^ then, is the friendly afped: which 
Chriftianity, as reprcfentcd by the Apoftle 
in the text, evidently bears to the true in- 
terefts of civil., fqciety. Yet a noble wri- 
ter"* has objected it to the Gofpel, that by 
confining a man's views to himfelf, and 
his. ipiritual concerns, it cauieth him jto 
flight the ibcial a&;i^ons, as things apper- 
taining to this world, ^and of little momcaat 
The-reverfc, as.w^ have feen, is the truth. 
A difcharge of all the fbc^al duties in this 
world is, by the Golpel, pointed out, as 
the way to promote true felf-intereft, and 
to obtain falvation in the world to come. 
For the performance of thefe duties, the 

1 SeeJ)r.Heyl]9ii'4l>i&omires, vol. tt..p. 5. 
• TheEarioiFSkaftefbvy^ 

dodrines 
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doArihM of Chnftitntty ibpply nwi mo^ ^ i src; 



tives; and the. grabe,,; which accx)mpftmcs 
kf endues tis with new powers^.. 

- ^ 

- Thc&me nohb author comidains^ that 
there is in the Gofpel no mention made of 
private fiicndihip. Surely, if it be among 
thole things, that are " lovely and virtuous, 
^^«nd ptaife-worthy," it' is commanded, 
and will be rewaordcd. Evangelical prtn* 
ctpftes extend it farther, and cement it bet* 
tefy than all others. The Saviour of the 
worid 4bjrles hke^ difciples, friends *y and, 
a^no^g^^ lArna^ thert vras <xEie, on acooont 6f 
his teav^y temper and dii^xifition,. more 
]^ecidiarly ftvot»-ed ahd bdoved thta the 
Mfft. ChiiiHanityproaiwsy for it's fincere 
{»x)#»irdr, the friendjhip of -GoA; and in* 
cites tern, in imitation of his deaj* Lord 
and Mafter, to deferve a mxt ^rkui 
l^tle^ than ever adorned the imperial ^« 
diem — ti^yH^ of mankind. 

- ft is yet again made matter of complaint, 
ty the afdrftfaid aath<^, diat public fpirit, 

\r 14 or 
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D X s c. or the love of our country^ is pafied over 

L. ia.lilence by the GofpeL That paffion for 

the fuppofed gloiy of their country^ which : 
led the Romans to carry war into all the 
kiuigdoms around them, is not, indeed, ki- 
culcated by the Gofpel. Had it been fo; 
Jefus, in conformity to his doftrine, muft 
have put himfelf at the head of the Jeavilh 
armies; and it would fbon have appeared, 
that the Son of man came not to lave 
men's lives, but to. <^rey.them. If. the 
love of our coizttry Signifies a true and.; 
affedioriate concern for the publip goo4^s 
whither can we go for an example of it va 
it*s higheft exaltation, better than to the 
chara<fter of our Lord ? He was bom for 
his prople ; he laboured for them ; he * 
preached fior them ; he mourned for them % 
he Wept for thcms he lived for thena — •- 
aod, to crown all, he died for tkmtva. — ^ 
And bleffed are thofe fervants, whom their/ 
Lord, when he cometh, Ihallfind to be,^ 
or to have been employed, like himfelf^ \\x \ 
endeavouring to promote the temporal^ \¥^* - 
fare of the community, no le^ than the ' 

eternal 
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etcmal^falvation of ihdividttals, hf titffifng' i> i sc 

their' fellbWHcitizensf from' firr to lighttftfBf- 

nefii and bringing theto' to tht kncJ^iege 
and obedience of the hckvenij law. ^Thi^* 
is a fpecies of patriotifin difintercfted arid 
iin&ipe<%ed: applauding angels view it 
v?ith delight ; and by the Lord of angels it 
will be had in honourable and eveflafting 
remembrance. 

The celdwrated fceptic, Bayle, had af- 
ibrted^'tJiat true Chriftians could not form 
a gorv^ftrhment of any duration". ^' Why 

"not?" replies Montc^uieu — " Citizens 

• ■ ' ' ^ . _ ' - ■■ ■ • " ' 

^ PlodnuSf as we are told by Fotphyry, deired tbe em- ^ 
peror GalGenus to rebuild a ruined city in Campania, and 
to give it to the philofopliers, 'propofing to dwell iliefe 
himfelfj with his difciples, and to eibblUh Plato's rcpiiblk; ; 
But tl^ugh He was much in the emperor's favour, hi& pror 
jed met with oppofition at court and came to nothing. 
Thus philofophy, as Tillemont obferves, thooghpatroniied- ^ 
by princes, could never, in any age, introduce it's roles ; 
even into one city ; and Jefas Chriil hath eftabliihed his all 
over, the worlds in ipite of all worldly oppofition from the 
great and learned.— A republic of mcdim dtifti and moral ' 
fhttofifhers would be as great a curiofity as this dtj of phi* 
Upifbtm'99W^&, have been, bat peiinps not quite ii well 
fegalated, Dn Jortin's Remarks on ficdefiaftical Hiftory, 
Yol/L p.'376, 

''of 
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•p I s c. <' <>f this profeffitrti being infinitely ehlight^r 

^ " ea^ witfe r«^e6l to the various duties 

" of life, and having the 'wartneit zeal to 
♦' falfil them, muft be pcffedMy ififcnflble of 
•^ the ri^ts of natural defence. The more 
" they believe themfclves indebted to Tefr- 
^ ^on, the moi^ diey would think due to 
" their country. The principles of Chrif- 
.^' tianity, deeply engraved on the h^sait, 
*' vsrould be infinitely more powerful than 
''rthc ftlfe honour 6f monarchies, than the 
^ huniane Tirtues of republics, or the feri 
" vile fear of xieipotic ftatcS. And the 
•^ Ghriftian religion, whidi ordains dis^t 
^* men Ihould love each other, would, with- 
*' out doubt, have every nation bleft with 
" the bcft civil, the beft political laws ; 
** becaufe thefe, next to this religion, are 
" the ^eateft good that men can give and 
'* receive . 

The laft obje<^on tiiat fliall be mentioii- 
cd, as made againft the Golpel, relative to 

the pfefcnt fubje<5 — for I fear I be^ to 

, ,■ » » ....,, 

• Spirit of Laws, b. xxiv. chap, i, and vi. 
i, * trefpafe 



on tivil Society. a^ 

tr<;ipa& xe^n your patience — b one^ wluok ^ific. 
w yexy frequently, made; and, tharefoife> ^^' 
ixught net to pais entirely unnoticed. It is 
(this ; that Chriftianity feems often not only 
to have failed in it's deiign of lemoving 
evils from fociety, but to have been, itfeU^ 
the caufe of introducing ibme of the worft, 
aa it has given birth to religious controvert 
iba^ fadions, perfecuttons, wars, ma£acre^ 
and the like. 

The author of the Spirit tf Laws has re- 
turned in few words, and in his u&ibI 
mafterly manner, the proper anft^er to 
this objedion — *^ To fay that religion is 
" not a reftraining motive, bectsu:^ it do<s 
^' not always reftrain, is equally abiiird as 
^ to iay that the civil laws are not a re- 
** ftmining motive, k is a £sJfe way ^ 
^^ reafoniflg agaijtft religion, to coUc<9:, in a 
*' large work, a long detail of the e^ k 

has produced ', if we do not give, at the 



€i 



' This is the method invariably parfued, ia the numerous 
novels, and other tra^s of Voltaire. When one confiders» 
for what end fuch talemtt were givta, and •to what ^pui^e . 

thejr J 
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•p I s c. ^< <)f ^diis '^ofeffi6h being infinttdy chiightT 
^^* ^* ea^ witfe F^)ed to the -varwuB duties 
" of life, and having ^the -wMtaeft aeal to 
♦' fulfil them, tnuft be pcifedly ^ftnflblc of 
•^ the ri^ts of natural defence. The more 
" they believe themfclves indebted to xeli- 
^ poay the more tiiey would think due to 
** their country. The principles of Chrii^ 
.^' tianity, deeply engraved on the hjeart, 
*' vsrould be infinitely more powerful than 
''rthe ftlfe honour 6f monarchies, thani the 
^ iramane Tlrtues of republics, or the feri 
" "vile fear of despotic ftate^ And the 
*^ Cferiftian religion^ whidi ordains tiis^t 
^* men Ihould love each othpr, would, with- 
f' out doubt, have every nation blefl: with 
" the bcft dvil, the beft political laws ; 
** becaufe thefe, next to this religion, are 
" the ^eateft good that men can give and 
^* receive •/' 

. The kft obje<^on tihat fliall be mention- 
ed, as made againft the Golpel, relative to 

the pfefcnt fubj^-r-for I fear I begin to 

^' . ,. • # ... ...-■.».. 

• Spirit of Laws, b. xxiv. chap, i, and vi. 
is * trefpafs 
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trofpafi xe^n your patience — b one, wluoh ^i«€* 
\» very frequently, made; and, tharefoife> ^^' 
jQUght net to pals entirely unnoticed, it is 
this ; that GhrifUanxty feems often not only 
to have -failed in it« defign of lemoving 
evils &OXXX fociety, but to harve been, itfek^ 
the caufe of introducing iome of the worft, 
a3 it has given birth to religious contiova>- 
£es, fadions, perfecuttons, waxs, maflacre^ 
and the like. 

The audior trf" the Spirit of Laws has re- 
turned in few words, and in his tb&jbIL 
maftcrly maimer, the proper anft^er to 
this objedion — " To fay that reli^on is 
*^ not a reftraining motive, bedsuiile it does 
'^ not always reftrain, is equally abiiird as 
^ to &y that the civil laws are not a re- 
" ftmining motive, k is a £sJfe way ef 
^^ reafoniiig agaiuft religion, to coUeft, in a 
*' laige work, a long detail of tibe evils k 
" has produced ', if we do not give, at the 

' This is the method invarjab];^ parfued, ia the numerous 
novels, and other tra^s of Voltaire, When one confiders, 
for what end fuch talents were givea, aiiA ^ what ipui^poie . 

diey 



^2% T&e Irtfiuence ofCbriJiianity 

i 1 8 c.^< fame' time, an entimcration t)f the ad^ 

1. ** vahtages which have flawed: firdm i£ 

*' Were I to relate all the evili" that HaYe 
^* arifen in tiie world from civil ht^i* and 
"civil government, I might tcfl ^on'bf 
" frightful things. The queftion "is rick 
" to know whether it would be better, 
'* that a certain man, or a certain' people, 
'^^ had no religion, than to abufe what they 
" have ; but to know which is the ' leaft 
'* evil, that religion be fomctimcs abufcd, 
*' or that there be no fiich reftrairit, as 
** religion, on mankind '.'* Nothing can 
be niore judicious and folid thanf this repljr, 
as far as it goes. A confideration or two 
may be added. 

The Gofpel has not always produced it*s 
proper efFe<9:s — ^Through whofe fault^ has 
fhis happened ? God gave religion, as he 
gave the earth, to man ; that in peace and 



Acy have been, for fo many years together, applied—— 
^iSi taliafandot 

Temperet a Idchrymis / 

* ■■•.:■ *>■.-■ • ' 

) Spirit of Laws, h« xxiv. chap. ii. 

comfort 
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pOfnfi>rt he might ,cultiv)ate an4 r«^ -the disc. 
ihiits of it. Inilead of fo doings man lays ^^' 
xLt^^l^q^ .and. drenches it in blood. Can 
we bl^me God^ or the earthy or religion } 
No^ to ;man alone the blame is due ; on- 
VMXi alone let it, then, be laid. 

. The Gpfpel has not always product it's 
proper efFe6b-^It was foreknown^ it was 
foretold^ that it would not. Nothing has 
fallen out new ; nothing contrary to the 
expectation of it's divine Author, and his 
fervants. Chriftiahity would have all men 
to be temperate, fober, pure, indufbi- 
ous^ meek, peaceable, juft, and loving, in 
which cafe, paradife would again ipring up 
amongft us, and earth would be a Uvely 
image of heaven. In one word, were it 
peife^y obeyed, it would eflabUih the hap^ 
pineis that is attainable here below ; and to 
it, imperfedly as it is pradifed, is owing 
the quietnefs, fecurity, and good order, that 
a great part oiF the world now enjoys. 

But, after all, the argument againil reli* 
% gion. 




Ijtf I'be Inflitence ofCbrifiianity 

gion^ ^Tfn frdm tlie-bad oondkiA d' k V 

be frevi^rrt ; and though ^naiy*- gotod^ an^ 
fwcfs may be given to k, the bcft-ef all 
would be, ta feriake our- fins, and -mricntP 
our ways. Our good a6fions would thett^ 
fpeak for us, and wipe ofF this imputation 
caft upon our fait^. It was a (ihgular- 
honour and advantage to the caufe of: 
Chriftianity, ' that it's ancient wrkcrs; m 
their apologies for k, could addrefs ^henr-** 
felrei^ to • tfie Romans in fuch words- as^ 
thefe — ^We are grown, fo many'in number,^ 
that if we were only to withdraw ourfdvcs^ 
from your dominions, we Ihould rum yotrr 
you could not lubfift without us. Yet is^ 
our innocence as remarkable as onr incrcafe. 
Your jails Iwarm- with criminals of yoth* 
own religion : but you Ihall not find there' 
one Ghriflian, unlefs he be there^ becatife- ' 
hr is a Chriftianj and purely on account of 
his fekh '. We are not, k will be feid/ 



' Dr. Jordn*s Difcourfes co;xccrning the Truth of the 

- :. in 



v^ tfae& d^jjr^ tp mipct^ 9f no^nm of Uifi i> i^Mt 

Ai4^ ^^^^^^ /^i^^' trutbf th#t; w^* IwoMi 
xjjifA wJ^dtt ipa^' be dop^. tiH. we have niada 
the aq)€di]9^Q^; that iti i$, ia every ' man's 
ppM^r to t£tkc^ c^ lus ihare of the oi>- 
je(3ic^ ; and kf evt^ j;aan were to do ib^ 
th^ whole would hp res^Qved. 

JUet xi$, then, awaJLc. — and, firom the 
xiii^ up of the fun^ to the going down of 
the f$knae» call all thie world: to awake, with 
us> tQ nghtefmfnefa^ — kings of the earth, 
;uid all people; princes, and all vukrs of 
the wprid ;., high and k>w, rich and pocn*, 
Qoe with another. It is righteoufiiefi which 
'' ex^eth a nation ;! it is righteonfnefs 
which *^ eftablifbeth a tibrone." Do we 
de^ro tQ live in felicity^ and w<mld we faia 
f9C good dajs? Would the prince ha\« 
^ iubjed loyal and obe&ent? Would 
the mailer haye his fervant boatft and ob-. 
iexvant ? , Would the parent have his 
9hild dutiful and grateful ? Would overjr 
man h^vc his friend faithful and kind ? hir 

neighbour 



»8 "The In/biem ^CM/iiamty 

DISC. 4dghboiu>4>tfnev^|wt jtad^^ idLc* 

^^' »J1, withoufc-d4h^r.fe«omc^ ini troth^ai^ 
^Pk^ ^ the- Jioly - JcAmv ^u»d ^take :ami9r 
his:^eproach among men, by iftud]f«n^tO 
f^ jidosn the dodriae of Godioitr Skigimu^iit 
'/-all things," ■ -But chiefly we-cif the ofti^ 
gy, who are ordain^ «>- the jniniftralaait; 
and fet for the defence of th<^ Gofptft ^:w^; 
who are Rationed in thefe illujBtrk^tis: iaid 
i&r renowned ieminari^^, that have: long 
been the del^t . of . the. ^natioas;? inl: i 
praife in the earth ; here to behold the fu- 
ture ornaments of their country, and pro- 
te<ftors of its eftablifliment, growing up 
under our care — we are more elpecially 
obliged to Ihew forth, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, the prg&fes of him, 
who hath brought us to his marvellous 
light ; and appointed us to publilh the glad 
tidings of his falvation to the fons of men. 
Religion, bad as the times were Ixippofed 
and feared to be, hath not wanted friends, 
among, the governors of liracl, who wil- 
lingly dfFereA'thenifelves to Hand forth m 
her catife.: The fences of the vineyard" 

have 
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Imve hoca }iapi»ly iecured. Let the vine 
3deld it's produce^ grateful to Grod and 
man ; that while fome are as ^' plants 
^ grown tip in their youth/* others may 
^ bring forth more fruit in their age."— - 
** So let thy work, O Lord, appear unto 
•* thy fervants, and thy glory tmto their 
•* children. And the glorious majefty of 
^' Ac Lord our God be upon us : proiper 
•* thou the work of our hands upon us, O 
^' profper thou our handy work." 



DISCOURSE V. 



THE GOOD STEWARD. 

-■* ■•■— — ^W— — ^M— rrriB n 

ACTS XX. 35. 

// is more blejfed to givCy than to receive. 

THE words are cited by St. Paul, as l> i * <?• 
thofe of our Lord and Saviour, Jefiis * 
Chrift. They occur not in any of the 
gofpels, but defcended, as we may liippofe, 
by tradition, from the perfons, to whom 
they were ori^nally addreffed. The truth 
contained in them was deemed too im- 
portant to be forgotten, and the apoftle 
was therefore commillioned by Providence 
to gather up this precious fragment; of 
the bread of life, that it might not be 
loft. 

K s The 




i^z The gwl Steward. 

The virtue which we arc now aflfembled 
to contemplate^ ia order to prafdUie it, is 
oftea by our Lord and his difciple&ei^n'- 
ed as our duty. In the paflage ftoW read, 
it is recommended, as our intereft ; our 
prefent^ no lc6 thwi our future mt»eft. : 

It hath been juftly obferved consceming 
thofe paflages in the gofpel, which diftatc 
abftinence and felf«dema]i| that their im- 
port is only this : " Do thyfrlf no harm/! 
With equal truth and propriety may it be 
affirmed of the precepts relatiye .to the 
fubjeft before us, that they all terminate 
in the following moft wholefbm^ piece df 
advice, " Do thyfelf good ;** do good to 
thyfelf, by doing good to others. . Felicity 
is the daughter of beneficence : and he who 
makes his neighbour happy, is always, him- 
felf, the happier man of the two. There 
is a more heartfelt fetisfaftion, a more {6-^ 
lid comfort, a mprt lively and laflihg joy 
in bellowing, than there can be in accept- 
ing relief. " It is more blcffed to give 
'* than to receive.*' A nobler maxim, fure-. 
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\j\ was liever pi^rpoiriidcd, to irtflo Dtit. 

codduA -of - the human race. Were thfe ' 
experiment tmiTcrfiiFjr made^ it would 
iaikytrftSlty fbotced ; the unequal tfiftribui- 
tkm ef Heaven'^ favours would Yto longdr 
be tcan^mcA of ; the days of Eden wouM 
return upon earth ; and the next life bc- 
pn in this. 

It is impoffible to place our fubjeel iri a 
more advantageous light ; a light, in which, 
perhaps, it hath been lefs frequently view- 
ed. Permit me, therefore, to profecute fo 
engaging and promifing a Ipeculation; fiftce, 
if duty and pleaftire can be brought to 
coincide, all difficulties are iblved, and the 
controverfy is for ever at an end. 

Happinefs is man's aim, from his birth . 
to his death. But, amongft the men of 
the world, the queftion ftill remains to 
be anfwcrcd, ^' Where fhall it be found, 
'^ or where is the place thereof ?" The 
earth and the fea have been ran{acked for 
it ; but tiiey iay, it is not in them. The 
K3 high. 
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1 s e. Jugh bora fons of ambition, the.Iow mind^ 
' cd children of avarice^ and. the i^dj vo^ 
taries of diilipation, return fromitii^cliacej 
jaded and difappointed. A {^antxHsi ap- 
peared to delude them/ as they will alliteU 
tis, in thdx more ferious moments, whi^ 
fled as they purfued, and vaniflied when 
they approached to embrace it. Let iis 
point out to them a more excellent way ; 
-let. us bring them in fight of fomcthing 
teal and fubftantial ; let us prevail upon 
them to feck happincls by doing good* 
They have in vain attempted to beconae 
bleffed by receiving : if they would bpcomc 
indeed fb, it muft be by giving. 

Strange as this pofition may, at firft 
fight, appear, it is evidently intimated to 
us, by the operation of that principle im* 
planted in our nature, which we common- 
ly ftyle inltinft. Confider the toil ajjd the 
folicitude undergone, the anxious days and 
the wakeful nights pafled by the tender 
parent, in the care of her infant offspring. 
Yet even here, though fo painfully em- 
ployed. 
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■^yed; ' vrill flxe riot tell you, Ihe expeii- » i s c. 

itti'ceth a joy> for which the whole wodd, 1_ 

if offfcrfcd in exchange, would be inflantly 
Tejeded with diiaain ? Her charge, feeble 
and kel^le:(s as it is, can make her no re- 
ttirns. Only Ihe procures eafe and comfort 
for her child ; and its happinefs conftitutcs 
^her own. Such are the obje<fts relieved 
and fiipported by us. They are^ in Ibme 
;<brt, our work, our production, our adopt- 
ed children; the creatures we have, as it 
Were, formed, and to whom, under God,' 
We have rcftored life ; life, which muft 
otherwife have been dragged on, or loft, in 
mifcry and forrow. 

- Thus, again, with regard to eveiy con- 
neftion friendlhip induces us to form in 
^fociety, we feek not the fatisfaftion alone 
^ being efteemed or beloved, but that of 
^citing in another the fentiments which 
delight ourfelves. The end of the afFeftion 
is, to render its objeft happy, and fo to be 
Aappy by reftedlion. 

h^ ' K 4 Whence 



i3<5 TJ^. gcSd JSti^^ 

P^^c^ /VyisLa»ee ti^ 

JL. TUizod pcrfon^ . tp make . hil»ibl^«gimabl« 

to^.thofe around him^ and r€c««iiii^ti41am^ 
fclf to ttcir good opiinoft? v]^^(i|^^^t*C!it 
acki;iowl€^ment that we jsiaiib yl«3& 
otheir^y if ^v^e isrould be pica&d oma 

To what end farvcs that pa^on m the 
human l;u:eafl^ which cauies u& to :fyjh^a^ 
thi;z;e wit;h ibr^ow, and mores oui; ^bciwcla 
IPVitlu^ u^ to T^fn ovoa: diikefs ? It aif^ 
Ibrd) i^;,^ In owe own feelings, & demonib^a^ 
iif>n of th^ prcipofitioQ contakied ia the; 
text. It forces us to feek for bleficdU 
nefe in liberality. It inflidls mifery upon 
lil, titt we have alleviated that of ouir 

The inequality of mankind, ordained by 
providence for this ewl, amoijg otheijs, of- 
(^3 to us continually the oppoctunities of 
^[uis becoming happy. We are iinhappy, ben 
(^ufe we negled to feize tmd impi^ovct them; 
iince it is an incoptrovertible truAy that 
.r,.-^ '- as 



fiii^r^hj^y y sod lie tras^ia wiie 21s' wc^ 
a&. a^l^oQci pcincc, wha dechred the dity to 
be ioftjr tiuit was not marked in the ^aleti^ 
dar of beueficence. To his chaxader th^ 
imperial diadena could add no dignity. 



. f Widi lifcC: aidTOTitagcs poffeflcd by ^^feru 
ent pcarfina lA ihould be as with the com^ 
modities produced by £l{^ent ^untries'; 
tlw abundance of one ihould fiipfiy tbii 
BMCce^ities of another. God formed th4 
hmxtan heart to be the diipen^r of Uef^ 
fings^ which are iiure to return- 1^ it Ugain^ 
ia the courie of circvdation. He made nnan 
for ibciety^ «id designed not that he flicrilld 
be happy^ alone. 
vi b^ \: . . ■ • 

: W© may be convinced^ by a little re- 
flection/ that the gifts of Heaven^ poured 
i» ev^ &ck proftSion aroimd him^ cannoC 
nmkd^ him^ /o^ Stlf is alft idol» that can 
coiltrilntte^o^inore to its own well-beiiigi' 
-u than 
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DISC, thin the idbb <worihipped of oM. Take t 
, man • oat of the world, place him in folii 

tude, and you will fee, that all the fop* 
pofed fources of felicity foil at once. In-^- 
veft him with power : there are none on 
whom it can be exerdfed. Fill his trea- 
liiry with gold and filver: they have loft 
ill their value. Let him poffels the high- 
cft reputation : there is no one to regard 
it. Beftow upon him the abilities of an 
angel : they will prey upon themfelvcs, for 
^ want of other materials. Adorn him witk 
every accomplilhment : every accomplish- 
ment will be ufelefs. Nay, of piety itfelf, 
praifliied only in fblitude, it has been re- 
marked by an elegant writer, that, ^' like 
^* the flower blooming in the defart, it 
^^may ^ve it's fragrance to the winds of 
^* heaven, and delight thofe unbodied fpi- 
" rits that furvey the works of God and 
^ the aftions of men ; but it beftows no 
** alliftance upon earthly beings, and how- 
"ever free from the taints of impurity^ 
^ yet wants the facred fplendour 6f bene- 
'/ ficcnce." The gifts of God, unlefs dif- 

fufed 
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fufodto others, become unpra&tablcc to the disc. 
Dwner. To )?c cnjoy<^, they muft be ^* 
ix>aimimicated, and taken upon the .re- 
bound. ; 

.^rlictifjis now, therefore, conduct our can- 
4kiate for happineis back into Ibciety, with 
hiji pdTeffions and talents, and let us ihew 
him, how he muft employ them, for the 
attainment of his end. They mt^ be em- 
ployed to the prejudice, they JhouU be em- 
ployed for the benefit of his fellow crea- 
tures, or he will live and die in a ftatc erf 
difappointment and vexation^ 

Power> by the little iatisfadion it other- 
wife affords, will quickly convince him to 
whom it has been committed, that it was 
not ^ven to gratify himfelf at the expencc 
of thofe under his command, but to be 
exercifed for their advantage. Heroes 
were thought, of old, to be the fons of the 
Deity. But he did not fend them from 
above, to feize and divide kingdoms, to 
ravage provinces, to fack towns, and deftroy 

the 
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» t s c. thfj imfortunatc. They came to rrfier* 

^ 1_ jnifcry, to fuccour diftreis,r and to, lie |l 

blitfling to their fdlow-cituc3i&iand;COcm^ 
trymen. Sometimes^ indeed, th^-^cpuld 
jiot become fuch, but by refifting and vaa* 
quiihing their commcai enemies; But thf 
HJory of conqueft is alwap ftainpd wid^ 
blood. Ifc can only be acquired^lby carnage 
and death. Many may rejoice :.auul, tri-^ 
umph ; hut mariy miift nroum and he \in- 
dime. Glory, pure and fpotlcfe,. is ttia^ 
which refnlts from felicity procured and 
bcftowed. This is to conquer hearts ; and 
to conquer tbem, is to reign indeed. Go^ 
vernment cannot ftand on a firmer bafis^ 
than the love of the fubjeA. It is at the 
fyrnt txm^ the fecurity and the comfort of 
the prince ; his Ihield and his reward*. 

Wherein confifteth the happinefs atten- 
dant on wealth ? In the toil with which 
it is acquired? As reafonably might we 

^ See the admirable eflkys of the Jate.godd king Stanif- 
hm, printed at Paris, luider th? title of Le ThiUfifhe htM' 
faijant) from whence many of the fentiments in this dif- 
coarfeare taken, * 

fearch 
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after it in* the mmesi or in the © i » c. 
galleys. In contemplating it, when ao- ^' 
qiiiihcd ? The world itfelf, for once, paffcs 
k- right jitdgment, and (Jeipiicth the wretch 
who feeks^ it there. In hazarding it at the 
gaminjg^ table ? The pleasures afforded by 
the rack are as eligible. The difpplihe of 
eaflern hermits was mild and indulgent, 
compared with the pains and penances, 
the anxieties and horrors, with which thol? 
vigils are kept. In procuring the means of 
riot and excefs ? But they prey upon the 
ftrength, and deprefs the fpirits. If the 
rich man would enjoy a found mind in a 
healthy body (and who can be called hap- 
py that doth not ?) he muii live like thq 
poor man ; he muft attain and preferve 
,them by temperance and cxercife, that is, 
by labour and abflinence, abftinence ffom 
food of iiich quality, and in iuch quantity, 
as his appetite would provoke him to take 
down. What advantage, then, }'ou will 
fay, hfliYe thp rich ? And arc they not, 
after all, happier than the poor ? Un- 
doubtedly they are ; and for this reafon-?-* 

becaufc 
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Dise.ibecauie ** it is more blefled to gK*, ^an 
<* to receive. 

■ ■: ■ . ■ ■ \'.\ • ■>■[" '-^■ 

* We arc told of a philoibpher, 'Who 
threw his money into the fea, left it fhoaM 
corrupt it's maftcr. The aftion has be^ 
much applauded^ but it may be queftionbd 
whether it afforded any proof df his pro- 
ficiency. Rightly ufed, others might -ha\*e 
been the better, himfelf the ha(>pier, and 
aot the le(s virtuous, for it. ' ' 

O ^k Hke principle, for many centuries, 
numbers of Chriftians, in order to be per- 
fect, left all, and retired into the wildernefs. 
Indeed, in thdfe dreadful days, when, under 
^e heathen emperors, the furnace of per^ 
feciition was heated feven times more than 
it was wont to be heated, we can blame 
none who endeavoured to get out of the 
reach of fuch tremendous flames. What 
began by necefiity, was afterwards conti- 
nued by choice. To avoid a defeat, the 
foldiers of Jefus betook themfelves to flight. 
But, iurely, the Chriftian hero fhould en- 
gage 
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gage and conqtiier. He who is ftirnilhetl disc* 
with the ability to do good, Ihould continue * 
in the world, wh6re good is to be done. 
The man of opulence, what is h* but 
flew^rd to the Ibvereign Proprietor of all 
thidgs ? It cannpt be his duty to foriake 
thoie of the houfliold over which he is 
placed; and it ihould be his ddight to 
take care of them. God grudges him not 
the neceflaries, the conveniences, the com- 
forts of life for himfelf ; but only dire<93 
him, wifely and gracioufly dirc<9:s him, to 
promote his Lord's glory, and hi^ own 
happinels, by extending his concern to all 
around him. He who, in fiich circum* 
ftances, will not be perfiiaded fo to do, 
ihould recolleft, that the hour is coming, 
and muft foon come, when it ftiall be faid 
untb him, by a mcifenger, who will admit 
no excufe, and brook no delay, " Give an 
-^ account of thy ftewardfhip, for thou 
•* mayeft be no longer fteward." 

The talents of the mind, whether na- 
..tural, acquired, or iafdfed from abovdj 

Hand 



144 ^^ K9^ Stew0ti^ 

]>iso* ftatld Oil the iamft foot wiAk pdwtr •ia4 
^* riches. They are ^vofi, u i& lifioflie ib* 
forms itt, *' to profit withal j" to profit 
others ; tb lead moi into the pat^ «( n^^ 
doiii and virtae, of religtofi and fmtf* 
Gcnins and learnings emplo)red, for a long 
conrfe of years^ in feducing the minds of 
men to infidelity, and exciting their paiiions 
to vice, afford but a melancholy refao(ptdl 
to declining age- The bitter^ft refieftion 
we can have to make in our laft hours, is 
this, that mankind are the worfe for us } 
next to it is the reflexion, that they are 
fiot the better- Wouldeft thou, then, be 
bleiTed in thy mental endowments ? Take 
caice that diy brethren be bleffed by them» 

Thus hilth God ordained it to be, in 
ei'^ery inftance- Nor can it be otherwife^ 
if the bleffednefs of man cotififteth in a re- 
lemblance of his Maker* He js bimfelf 
the moft beneficent of beings, and he is 
the happieft. He givqth all, and he can 
receive nothing but the humble acknow- 
I^eitkents, the grateful praifes of his crea- 
: tures. 
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rs^^ He o|>eneth'hi9 h^fid^ and BkA i> x s c* 
all thisftgs Jiving with plonteoufnefs. The ^' 
^C8' of all wait upon him, the whole^ far 
mily in hoaven' and earth looketh up to 
him for <» liipply of every want, and he 
givath them their food in due feaibn. He 
clothes the pailures with flocks, the hills 
with woods, the gardens with flowers> and 
the vallies with com. By him, through 
him, in him, we live, and move, and have 
our being. Power, riches, and wifdom are 
his, and they are all exerted for the good 
of man. He is mighty ; but he is mighty 
to fave : his riches are the riches of mercy 
and grace : and his wifdom plans our wel- 
fare. He would have all men to be laved, 
and to come to a knowlege of the truth. 
He is pleafed to reprefent his own happinefs 
as depending on that of his people : he is 
defcribed as rejoicing, when it is well with 
them ; as grieving, when it is otherwile* 
— Can the book, which fo defcribes him, 
be other than divine ? 

If the. glory of the Godhead be too 
L dazzling 



.i^M?*4<«4ing 9X1 ujg^ for tb» *y« of fraU 
__!_ SBQrtaliey ^ft^fiUiy to belwWf view tbiit 
^piy vcyjc^ in hwnwi natw*/ Cwfidef 
the author aiid finifher of o^r fajva^n, 
Chriife Joftts. He gave bUnfQlf for u$. 
Jff came d9w» from heaven to giv^ life to 
jthp worl44 fifQ?! w¥ch ho received only 
^rfecutiwr ilbrrpw, pain^ 9!»4 4«*th. Yet 
fhg 4^gl^t afforded him by his ^mploym^nt 
^^ 9n, oY^r|>aJiance fp^ a^ his i^fferings. 
\t w^ hi^ refrpihment, ^pd.hi^ f\ippQrt, 
^roughi th^ courfe of his p^grimage. '' My 
« xtic?^r &tH he* '* is t^ dQ my fathers 
<^. will, and to finish his work/' JJe " went 
" ^bout, doing good*" His V^^ was ever 
^ftive, and ^ver ufeful. Liyii?gf he preach- 
ed, whprever he Came, the doftrine of fal-, 
vation ; dyiog, h* bqre lug laft teftimony 
to it's tru^th. For the fn^ering of death 
crowned with honow, invcfted with all 
power, ahd feated at the right hand of the 
majefty in the heavens, IjUte his bright re- 
prefcntative in the firmament, he diffufes 
light and Ufe unto the ends of the earth ; 
iie rei^a and lUnes for the benefit of the 
. . world: 



V. 
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VforM : and, ift fo floing, hfe is pronounded 1> i s icr. 
atl<! prctelaimcd, by levery creature, ikffed 
for eTerhiore; 

The cohfldcrations which have been of- 
fered, may, it is humbly hoped, fuffice to 
evince rii<J truth of the propofition in die 
text, and to demonftrate, thatf felicity is 
the offspring of beneficence. Tlie proper^ 
ties of this felicity will deferve yout notice. 

It is immediate. The huAandman, in 
this cafe, waits not, as in otliers, a long 
feafbn, for his harreft. In fdwlng he reaps. 
Nay, the very dcfire of doing good, the 
very firft thought of that kind, which 
fprings trp in the foul, brings with it it's 
oWn abundant reward ; it prbduces a plca- 
ftire unknown to thofe, who ercft their 
happinefs on the mifery of others, or who 
ihake the happittcfs of others at feurce of 
fmfetj to thcmfelves; 

It b exqut/ite atid utialhyed. It is the 

only pkafure attended arid followed by no 

L % faticty 



148 I'be good Steward. 

DISC, fatjety and dilguft, no trouble, no bitter- 
' nefs, no remorfe, no repentance. Our 
bounty, you will fay, perhaps, may be in- 
efFe6hial, or it's objefts may prove ungrate- 
ful. Ingratitude may diminifh it's value 
to the receiver, but not to the giver : he 
has done his beft, and his work is with 
his God, vv?ho caufes the fun to arife and 
the rain to defcend on the fields of thofe 
that acknowlege him not. 

It i&Jecure : it may be called one's own. 
A ftranger intermeddleth not with it, to 
difturb it ; the thief cannot break through, 
and fteal it away. 

It is durable. Mere earthly felicity of 
every kind, even the moft innocent, like 
other terreftrial productions, involves in it 
the feeds of it's own diflblution. There is 
a leaven in the lump, that will four and 
corrupt it ; there is a worm in the gourd, 
already at work to corrode and confiime it. 
But the happinels now 'recommended to 
you never waftes, nor diminiflies ; it. in- 

creafes 
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creafes in the enjoyment ; it renders other i« s c. 
pieafiires' ncedlefs, and fupplies their place, ' 
growing every day more and more fatii^ 
faftory and delightfid ; but moft of all 
will it be found fo in diat day (not far 
from every one of us) when a folemn leave 
muft be taken of the world, and it*s moO: 
celebrated pleafurcs ; when ■ all we have- 
received muft be parted- with, and that 
alone will rennun with lis, which we have 
given away. Happy then the man, whoic 
faith has been to him a tree of life, yield- 
ing tills, it's proper fruit; whofirrlovc^ of 
God has been evidenced by the low of his 
neighbour ; who has lived not for himfelf; 
but for all that needed his afliftance» He 
Ihall welcome with cheerfuliie^ • the hour 
which appals ^e 'migfakieft finner,^ and 
ftnkes terror into the brcaft of the toipro* 
fitable fervant. At tliait» hour, with holy 
hope, and humble confidence, he will lift 
up *his 'eyes toward' hcbven^i and iayr-^ Re- 
deemed by thy blood) '^ and Separated- fmm 
the pollutions of the Sm14 by thy fpirit, 
in idiy name, and thrdu^ thy grace, I have 
L 3 made 



DISC, ondb it the bufmds of mf HHi to fliew 
^ ' ^ kindncfi to others, cren as thoii haft ftici?rai 
kindhefi to me. Remembef^ inte, Q my 
God, concerning thifi^ and think ii|KSiri me 
fbr good. Xiordj pardon vwp trafiiigrcffioits^ 
and receive me to glory J WHafc n the 
feUcity, the tsco^ftf, fleeting ihadbw of fUr* 
Qty» fVimifhoad by 'the poflfeiEoh off crewns 
and fceptres> palaoes and Idngdoxna^ cosase- 
' paced ter tluit of Ysusm^ w^q^ wtdn tlieibrjmsr. 
tunentSj, is paffing fiom tome inta etonifty \ 

LetinM tbereftare congcatpkte your ODi 
the opporCu»ilfy« this day offered^ of ^tn^ 
tabwg. wh^tt the woiM caij ll^thoc^giye 
y4hB> not tifte front ^toi Thefe eandadatea 
&cyoui^:ldkidfie6^ Iqr tbb wry eiccoiiaftance 
tf^the;^ bfiieg fibdhi fbivc: iib in thqir pbwtr 
to leontrilMiite moKfi to^jttur happtuafs^ liian 
]<t: klprtfriJ^lc ibr y<M tP edntribuifertt thebs. 

'"(:■.' ..',.:. ; 

»' ftv-pa^fia^ thm^i the ihrefer of ' this 
l^iaefens' a2id magnifiteoft nMttropofis^ the 
itartriof 'faataon^^'and tha dDiponnm. of the 
gkibe^ tdxens hfitldi'&gbt fi> pleafio^ as tfaaii 

of 



(kugktfli^^ ditiite Chlu%; atad «Gk:lb ad" 

'< ftiyi; dense viittt^»tUly» but rftter^"''^^ il 
bd iiriridk)tt» tb &f, f eiidelb^ thein ^;'* 

muA iky-^^-^tf ^peritnde of istttn fcaik 

th« fi^tQk9»M< i^d Hiani^tnettt' 4$P tiiofti 
\¥ho $s€ fo- li»«itoa(ki di( to be tife «»6)e^ 
dftbfcarfil '- ' 

aft iitdabilMbr(6 dainf fd'<>Af <9bldiiMk^teti6 

fc(M^ ftiSitt «nd BMfihcJt had fot&^eri thenn 
^^c» the Lord A^ghtrf, the f^their of the 
&thefk6-, hy yduc means, tool tHem up', 
artd fttftptiVtcid them. Ddftitute of a^ 
Aodb tif^n the eai^h, -wide and e3Bteniiv6 
ri» k SH fi^ hiawaty prided for di^m a 
«IMiliforfSid>lfr&AbitA««Mii htmpy ziid ^tiitHy, 
fot itdibieih, and gkv« tftem drixii ; naked^ 

L 4 you 
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91 sc. yqu clothed them^: exppfcid .<X]i9tiiRialIj to 

1_ the wiles of tbofe erxuiTaries of the De- 

ilrpyer, qY§r watchiul^iandever bv^, who 
i\eep noti unl9& they haye bi^^y«d uu^ 
w^jr innoecsnce. to proftitution, : pro^gacy> 
f)iame, ^^^eafe^t .and death ; you fnatched 
thenif with an uiger^lxand, ffoaiMTbin^&nd 
conduced them, tpr a little Zoar, where 
thejr l9uls nfiight hye. Iii^ danger of every 
jevilf^iin^ which idlehei^ 4}}d ignorance 
cpulfi render them^li^le to i^, you em- 
ployed and inilrudled . th^in u: employed 
them in the principles of that religion, 
which ^alone can make them faithful; that 
religion, which not only teaej^cs, but infufes 
into it'^.jtev^e diffiples fhei vijjtue$,.of ,hu- 
ipility,j modef^, meekpef?, patience/ teni^p 
perance^.tryiih, »5Lnd hon?fty4 .: Happy they^ 
who arer thus ; qualifie^d a^id j difpofed to 
ferv^ ; happy the faniily,, which hath fuch 
ta fcrye it ; in tliefe days more precious 
tjhan gold; .yea, than much fine gold. 
Having been well taught tjiepifelves, they 
will be able to teach otiyersalfo, and their 
fcUow-fervants may receive everlafting be- 
nefit 
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li^fci-frci!*! tibWn; nay,ilet i^ncJt be fo/- disc. 
gott€n/* that V the gcnetkl of the Syrum ^' 
armies Tfas> b^ a-fdfvfinfr-maid^ diredj^d to 
a prophet>afid indiuced to worlhip the L^ord 
GodHg|f limel. OufSnilitvitionyia a wcH'dj 
feetnd to have been formed ^ter the model 
Qf'^^hat jie^yenly k>v4l dk^Iayed^ ;^by the 
Father vbflnefciesi and tlie God of all conr 
ic^atkm, to lalk ipankind/^ He found tbem 
as fatherl^s cluldFei^/ the outcafts of Paxa- 
dife, in a ftate of utter deftitution. He 
opened for them a honfe of refuge : he fed 
them with celeftial food : he gave them 
the water of life to drink : he clothed them 
with the garments of falvation : he in* 
ftrufted them in the way of righteoufhefs : 
he trained them to obedience, and took 
them into his own» fendce, which is perfeft 
freedom, and leads to perfeft blift. How 
pleafant a thing it is to behold an affembly 
United as one perfon in the furtherance of 
fo godlike a work ! Wearied with the din 
of politics, and the noife of folly, here the 
Ibul re(b and expatiates^ as in her proper 
element. Councils and fenates may be- 
llow 



V- 



tn^c.fyyw ttpflteuft, but feeat&lekt ^Sa^aieta*^ 
^\ atfter cctthfort. TIumG;: may e^npliment 
ti^d htsaA, but thtA) d« KoAotv to the keift. 

ceA» ^itttttidij' alld^tHe pstrdAdgiB^ iis 

the AsTLtTM, aiSotdt tat iUuibMUs inAan^C 
iapdn ear&, wher» the latter gldri** ottl^ 
in beeetning inftr^tmeitfil to thefdtmer, 
efteeming it M<H!fi- i*t*sis«» f d e^iVE, 
THIN *<► &ECEivi.' • 
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TH£ J'kQirjfi^C^ .Of ^QD MANIFESTED 0? 
. tite RISE AND FALL OF EMPIRES. 



J. SAMUHi 11^39^ 

tbiim that honour me J will honour \ and they thai 
defpifo mejball be lightly ejeemed. 

W£GBN wcrperaife tJwfnftruiftiim^pa^D i s c. 
of hiAoiTv "^c fatiK>ld tanpuk hL ^^' 
t]M(: worid, fifaa vKOfGB ini die oceoa^ Jtto«** 
oeffiTielX tiimg andlr difepptMang sgai& £»^ 
akod fin^aitnomAixt^ one ^ttett bdbm oiir 
Q)rfa m: powtsridid majeft]r ;. Isut k bidden* 
1^ ixnrwhtbned and abfco&cd bnpr the £a^ 
peiBor force d£: another ; whidi/ bfdf, per^ 
]uq>s. hdfoSiy ffarjrs to. he gaaged at, but as» 
quickly vanifhes from the iight, and is- no 
more. In filence we contemplate the af- 
ir<^iog iSocxm We adore, the proiddczlce 
of bkft niiQ nilfitk lA tbsf kingdoms* of 

men ; 
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i> 1 5 c. men ; who puttcth down one, and fettrt& 

1_ up another ; ordering all things according 

to tiitf counsel "^ his own* will.* ' ' 

From the iacred ' Scriptures we learn 
ifrhatthat will is, and how gradotis an af- 
peft it always bears towards the ferv^ants of 
the true God. W6 tSS^e moft untrafta- 
ble of things and perfons fecretly working 
together for good to theih that fear and 
Worfliip the Creator of the umverfe. We 
perceive the poitentates of the ' earth be- 

• coining fiibfcrvicnt to the kingdom' c^ 

- - - • « ■ • f/ 

Meffiah^ and calrrying. on the flifpenfatiohs 

of mercy and judgment towai-ds his people> 

as thar obediiance, from tirne :^ to time, 

pleads for the'j6ne> oMtheir<trai!fgreflfions 

call for. thcf^oiher. Our' iBtartt^Afe filled 

and warmed 'with a fcnfe 6f his -goodnefs, 

who caufeth the world and afll that is in it 

to confpire ih promoting thc^elidty of his 

chofen. .•> 

Coxiiidered in this li^t, Ipt us take k 
view of thc'divine oecondmydn die govern* 

ment 
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xn^nt of the world from the beg^uung, Iqr » » * c« 

^ uidudioa ofjthofc pwtlc^ikr fa£b, to- J 1^ 

gether with the groundsraodixro&o&of the 
lame, with whidi we arc fumiihed by 
hiftoiy, facred and pi*ofane.. Such a view, 
it is humbly hoped, will not be an un- 
pleaiing employment of the time ufually 
allotted upon tbeip occaiions. It cannot 
be an unprintable one ; iince, by fhidying 
tjie ways of: him who is perfed in know- 
ipg^ and holincis, we Ihall bed learn to 
re6dfy aad regulate our own. And it will 
he found peculiarly adapted to anfwer the 
end prppodfed by the wifdom and piety of 
our anceiPrors, when they ordained; that 
thp iblemn adminiflration of juftice fhould 
cpmrnence with due and devout medita- 
tion on. the, proceedings of that Being, con- 
cerning wh<^m it i$ faid, that, as mercy and 
truth gp before his. face^ fo righteoufnefs 
^d j^gnxent are 'the habitation of his 
throne. 

A large . and comprehenfive, that is, a 
proper furvey of the great fcheinc of Pro- 
vidence, 
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^t%e. ndmce^ W femted ujp<iti like Msiint kiid 

fatt, nmAtxtkmWn fife fifom^that gHi«k»us 
|MirpQ& <lf Yaving mankind atid^brift^ng 
diim to glory^ i^ich appears tb haifd foC- 
it&d th« (irll place in the defighs tf Hea*- 
vco. This we learn, from the noticed, 
affimled in the Scriptures, that we are 
^ farcA and colled aecordBng to the divine 
** purpofc, fttld grace given vs in Chrift 
** Jcfixs, before itio world began*/' iJiafc 
^Gdd hath chofen its from the bc^A- 
*' ning ^ ;*' Aat the Lamb 6f God W^ 
fcin, that is, intentionally and virtually 
Hain, " from the foundation of the world •/* 

The world was enjoytjd but for a little 
ieafott by man in a ftate of innocence, and 
hath ever fince fympathized with him in 
the miiefy of his &Q. But it is ftill pre- 
ferved, as the dieatre on whkh the migh* 
ty work of Redemption is carried on, until 
that work fball be accomplilhed. When 

* tTim.lg, *!», Tifff.n. tj^ .* Hicnjcm..8i 

"the 



«< the £«li)^ of the GfentUe ikaU ht oeme 
« «i,:.«|j[i4. a» Iir«el IhaU be ftved V* dm 
f1 jjUe be{»¥m&ihjdl f9& ftwey ivith a @mt 
V. ooife, 9p4 the elements {hall tacit mtk 
*< fervent ha^t : the earth alfo and feho 
" worlc;} th«t ate therein ihall be burnt 

"HP*. 

Ere w«; have proceeded far m tbe nwft 
aucieot sind authentic of loRoxm, wo meet 
m^ith a {j^upendous repreicntadon of that 
£i^ dei&^;i^on which awaits the prefeet 
{y{lem« as well as of that complete ialva^* 
tion which Ihall be efFe<fled for the iervaoCs 
of the moft High* The earth was defiled 
by the abominations of it s inhabitants. 
The fins of men buril the fountains of the 
great decp^ opened the windows of heaven, 
and called forth a deluge of water to 
cleanfe it from it's corruptions ; when nei- 
ther the riches of the wealthy, nor the 
ower of the mighty, nor the wifckMn of 
le wife, could avail to prcfcrvc them 

'* Rom. XI. 26. • z Pet, liL.io, 

from 
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DISC, fifom the hand of death. Then- appeared 

1. the incomparable pre-eminence. of religion, 

the ineftimable privileges of the faithful. 
Safe under the protedion of the Almighty, 
the holy family n in the ark flirvitcd the 
ftorm that laid the world in ruins, and 
paiTed in perfe<il fecurity over the wreck 
of univerfal nature. A new earth, as it 
were, aroie out of the waters* The cove- 
nant was renewed. Men Were command- 
ed to look upon the bow in the clouds, and 
to remember the promife. The morning 
ftars fang together, and tlie fons of God 
ihouted for joy. 

Behold thofe ancient fathers of our 
faith, the patriarchs, becaufe iniquity again 
abounded, called forth from their country 
and their kindred, to preferve true religion 
upon earth, '^ till the Seed Ihould come, to 
" whom the promife was made.'* " They 
^' were but few men in number, yea very 
" few, and ftrangers in the land.'* But 
the prefence of God was with them. 
" He fuftered no man to do them wrong ; 

" vea. 
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** yea, he reproved kings for their fakes ; i> i s c. 

VI 

*' faying. Touch not mine anointed, and , , 

*' do my prophets no ha^m^'* They were 
honoured in the kingdoms through which 
they travelled. When injured, they by 
faith '^ put to flight the armies of aliens/* 
They were permitted to intercede for cities; 
and when deflruftion became inevitable, 
yet liich as belonged to them were fent out 
of the overthrow. They became inftru- 
ments of preferving whole nations alive in 
the time of dearth. They informed princes 
concerning the will of heaven, and taught 
fenators true wifdom. They were revered 
by crowned heads, and Pharaoh difdained 
not to receive a blefling from Jacob. 

Egypt, a kingdom, in thofe days, the 
moft renowned of all others for power and 
learning, became a fcene of very remarka- 
ble tranfaftions. The fighs and groans of 
afflifted Ifrael came up before the eternal 
throne. The Lord awaked as one out of 
ileep, and made bare his arm in the defence 

' Pf. CV. l±4 

M of 
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P I s c. of his people. The pcrfccutor ftill with*- 
* ftood that power which controuled all the 
operations of nature; and hardened his 
heart againft that goodnefs, which, by fo 
doing, called him to • repentance. At 
length, the jaws of oppreffion were broken, 
and the people of God were delivered. 
The Egyptians fank, like lead, in the 
mighty waters; while Ifrael, triumphant 
on the oppofite Ihore, fang hallelujahs to 
the Lrord God omnipotent. 

The defcendants of faithful Abraham, 
thus brought out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand and ftretched-out arm, were conducted 
through thewildernefs, the fame Lord being 
their light and their ftrength, their fupport 
and their comfort ; and came to the bor- 
ders of Canaan, at the precife time, wheii 
the iniquity of the Aniorites was full. 
The day of trial allotted to the idolatrous 
nations being expired, a gJpomy and tem- 
peftuous night clofed upon them for ever. 
The judgment determined in the decrees of 
heaven w as executed by the fword of God 

in 



m the Rife and Fail (f Empiris. 163 

in the hand of Jofliua. The promife wts Disc, 
made good — " I will never leave thee, nor ' 
*^ forj&ke thee/* The power of faith pre-^ 
vailed^ to the cafling down of ibong holds i 
and the blafl of trumpets^ founded bj tho 
divine command^ was found fufficient to 
level the walls of Jericho. 

As often as the children of lirael, after 
their eftabhihment in Canaan^ rebelled 
againft the Lord their God, he puiulhed 
them by means of the neighbour'mg nations. 
When they returned to him, his favour re- 
turned to them ; the light of his counte- 
nance ibon diipelled the darkeft clouds o£ 
public calamity, and brake forth upo& 
them, by means of deliverers, raiied up to 
chaftife the iniblence of their enemies, and 
to teftore tranquillity and happinefs in the 
dwellings of Jacob. 

The profperity of Ifrael was at it's height 

in the days of Solomon, to whofe court we 

fee the fbvereigns of the earth relbrting, 

aftoniihed at his glory, charmed and edi- 

M z . fied 
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3>isc. fied by his wifdom. Jenifiilcm was the 

[_ praife of the nations, and the joy of the 

whole earth. Peace refided within her 
walk, and plenteoufhefs within her pa- 
laces ; while, in the midft of her, on the 
favoured mount, fhone, like the llin in the 
firmament, the houfe of the Lord her God, 
where he was worlhipped in the beauty of 
holinefs. Let us contemplate the noble 
idea, intended, flirely, to be conveyed by 
this reign, of the ftate of things which is 
to take place, when the laft enemy ihall be 
vanquilhed, and death fwallowed up in 
viftory ; when the Son of David fliall ma- 
nifeft himfelf in the new Jerufalem, as the 
prince of peace, and reign for ever and 
ever, King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

After this period, we find the Almighty 
employing, in their turns, the celebrated 
monarchies of the world, to proteft, or to 
annoy, to cherilh, or to chaftiie his people, 
or each other, as there was occafion. 

The idolatries and iniquities of the tert 

tribes, 
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tribes, confequent upon their defeftion disc. 

fi:6m the houfe of David, and the fervicc 1_ 

of the temple at Jerufalem, called for ven- 
geance. And lo, the Aflyrian (lands in 
rcadinels to execute it, aw^aiting, as it 
were, his orders from above. At the time 
appointed, they are iflued. The Lord lift- 
eth up an enfign to the nations from afar, 
and muftereth the hoft to the battle, mgJc- 
ing them the weapons of his indignation 
to deftroy the whole land. Becaufe the 
children of Ifrael had finned againft the 
Lord their God, who brought them up out 
of die land of Eygpt, and followed other 
Gods, therefore the Lord was angry with 
Ifrael, and removed them out of his figl^l 
They returned no more to that pleafaAt 
land, nor faw again their native country, ' 

The cafe of the Aflyrian affords a re* 
markable inflance of the manner ih which 
God ufes the inffarumentatity of man's free 
choice forefeen, and thus caufes all the 
machinations of worldly politicians to work 
together for the accomplifhment of his de^ 

M 3 figns. 
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» I » c. iigns, while tixcy attend only to the fur- 



VI. 



thcrance of their own- For thijis God has 
been plcafed to ftate this matter, once for 
all, by his prophet liaiah. ^' T^e Affyrian 
'^ is the rod of mine anger, and the ftaff 
'' in their hand is mine indignation* I will 
'' fend him againft an hjrpocritical nation, 
*' and againft the people of my wrath will 
*' I give him a charge to take 4he fpoil, 
'* and to take the prey, and to tread them 
'^ down like the mire in the ftreets. How- 
^' belt, he meaneth not fo, neither doth 
*^ his heart think io ; but it is in his heart to 
" deftroy and cut off nations not a few */* 
The proud Aflyrian knew not (what liaiah 
could have told him) that Jehovah, having 
performed by his hand the work of cor- 
recting a rebellious people, would after- 
ward puniih likewife his own ftout heart, 
and the glory of his high looks ^ : He per- 
ceived not the abfurdity of the axe pre- 
fuming to boaft itfelf againft the perfon ■ 
that heweth therewith \ View him before 

^ Ifa. X. 5, 6, kz. ^ lb. ver, 12- 

» lb. 15, ' 

the 
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the walls of Jerufalcm, at the head of an ^ 1 s c. 



army fuppofed to be invincible, opening 
his mouth in blafphemy againft God, and 
already rioting in the fancied Ipoil x)f the 
holy city. But the time was not yet come. 
A prince filled the throne, who knew whir 
ther to recur for affiftance, and poffefled 
the valuable Secret of engaging Heaven on 
his fide. Therefore, ^^ the virgin, the 
'^ daughter of Sion, defpifed the tyrant, 
'^ and laughed him to fcorn ; the daughter 
'' of Jerufalem Ihook her head at him^'*' 
Suddenly, at midnight, without noife or 
violence, the flower of the Aflyrian army 
is cut gS at a flroke. The Almigjhty puts 
his hook in the nofc, and his bridle in thp 
lips of the raging monfter, and leads him 
badi, like a wild beaft taken in the toils, 
contemned and hiflcd at by thofe who ha^d 
fo iat^jly trembled at his power. 

But, at length, the hour arrived of Ju- 
dah's chaftifement. The tranfgreffions of 

^ Ifa. xxxvii. 22, 

M 4 her 
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© I « c. her kings, of her pricfts, and of her people, 

VI 

, had made the whole head fid^,. and the 

whole heart faint. She was to drink deep 
of the cup of the Lord's fuiy^ and the 
haughty Nebuchadnezzar was . the - perfon 
appointed to adminifter it, Jeruialem i» 
laid in afhes, and her children go into cap- 
tivity. In the fchool of affliAion they arfe 
taught the leflbn of repentance. *^By the 
" waters of Babylon they fate down and 
** wept ;" wept over their calamities, and 
the fins which occafioned them ; " yea 
*' they wept, when they remembered 
*' Sion ;" when they remembered what 
fhe had been, and conlidered what flie 
then was. Defolatc, and forfaken, Ihe now 
fits upon the ground, who was once 
exalted above the nations ; flie calls to 
the whole world, to every people in every 
age, " See if ever there was forrow like 
*^ my forrow \ and learn wifdom by my 
^' fall." 

Yet, even here, God left not himfelf 

^ Lam. i. 12. 

without 



vt the Rife and Fall if 'Empires. 1l 6^ 

". ^ ■ 
witHdut ^tneis, nor his people without i> i s c. 

honour^ in the land of the enemy. The 1^ 

^reiiilible monarch, almoft ready to pro- 
pole hihilelf as an object of worihip, is feen 
proftrate at the feet of a captive Jew. 
Daiiiel -fe exalted to power, and a prophet 
rules in the province of Babylon ; while 
the abafement of that proud prince, by the 
judgment of God, even to the conditibh 
of the beafts oi the field, feemed to prog- 
nofticate the approaching downfall of the 
empire, which came to pafs in the days of 
his grandfon. 

For now, Babylon, the glory of king- 
doms, the beauty of the Chaldees excellen- 
cy, having performed her appointed talk, 
was to be overthrown as Sodom and Go- 
morrah. The ftafF wherewith the Lord 
had finitten fo many nations, the hammer 
which had broken the whole earth to 
pieces, was to be, itfelf, cut alunder and 
broken, while the fceptre of the world 
paffed to the fecond great monarchy, that 
of the Medes and Perfians, 

To 
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To this end, a prince appears, :^iiirith a 
difpofition calciilated to conciliate t^e a£- 
fec^on^ of diiFerent na^ons, ri^g^ Hndejr 
his banners. That difpofition is improved 
by a difcipline, which has bceji the admi- 
ration of every fucceeding age. He is in^ 
ftrufted in the befl ma^^ims o[ political 
wifdom, and his undertakings profper in 
his hands. He takes Babylon, and puts a 
period to the Chaldean empire. Profane 
hiftory relates this tranfaftion at large \ but 
the defigns of Providence, accomplifhed by 
it, are unfolded in the Scriptures, where 
God is reprefented as faying of Cyrus, by 
name, two hundred years before he was- 
born, " He is. my fhepherd, and fhall per** 
" form all my pleafure, even faying to 
'^ Jerufalem, Thou Ihalt be built^ and to 
^^ the temple. Thy foundations Ihall be 
'^ laid. I have raifed him up in ri^teoufr 
*' nefs, ^nd I will dired all his ways. He 
*' fhall build my city, and he fhall let go 
'' my captives, not for price nor reward^ 
'^ faith the Lord of hofts. For Jacob my 
'^ fervant's fake, and for Ifrael mine eleft^ 

" I have 
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** I have even called thee by name ; I have disc. 
'* iumamed thee, though thou haft not ^^* 
*' known me "." When Cyrus took pofr 
feffion of Babylon, Daniel was there ; and 
is fsdd to have prolpered not only ^^ in the 
'' reign of Darius," but alfo in that " of 
*' Cyrus the Perfian," It is hardly poffible, 
therefore, to conceive, that thefe prophe- 
cies of liaiah Ihould not be Ihewn by him 
to the new monarch. And, indeed, the 
proclamation, publilhed by Cyrus in the 
very firft year of his reign, is worded in a 
manner, which demonftrates that this had 
been done. It is thus recorded at the con- 
clufion of the fecond book of Chronicles — 
"Now in the firft year of Cyrus king of 
*^ Perfia, he made a proclamation through- 
" out all his kingdom, and put it in writ- 
" ing, faying — Thus faith Cyrus, king of 
^^ Pcrfia — All the kingdoms .of the earth 
f' hath the Lord God of heaven given me, 
*\ and he hath charged me to build him an 
V houfe in Jerufalem, which k in Judah. 



« Ifai. xliv. 28. xlv^ 1—4. 13. 

^^ Who 
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D I s c. '< Who is there among you of all his pea- 
^■' " plc> The Lord his God be with him, 
*' and let him go up/* 

Reftored by this edid, the Jewiih ftate 
grew up again to maturity, uiidcr the pro-i 
teftion of the Perfian empire, and at length 
arofc Superior to the envy and jealoufy of 
it's neighbours. Under the tyrant Ochus, 
it fufFered fbme feverities from the fame 
empire, which gave way, in its turn; to 
the third monarchy, erefted on its ruins by 
the king of Graecia ", or Alexander the 
Great. The anger of this prihce againft 
Jerufalem, occafioned by a refufal of his 
demands, on a fudden, at the fight of the 
high prieft coming forth in proceflion to 
meet him, was converted into a rfeverence 
for the temple, and an admiration of the 
prophecies of Daniel, uttered fo long be*^ 
fore concerning him, which wer« Ihewn t<y 
him^ as thofe of Ifaiah, in a fori^er in-* 
ftance, had been fhewti to Cyr^is. . In 

■ Daniel viii. 21 • 

them 
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thero feeing himielf and the rapidity of his disc. 
conqucfts already defcfibcd, he led his _^,J^ 
forces againft the Perfians, as to certain 
viiftory"" ; and having performed the work 
whcreunto he had been appointed, was 
thrown afide as a withered rod, dying at 
Babylon, in the thirty-third year of his 
age. 

- During the reign of Ptolemy Lagos, one 
©f the iucceflbrs of Alexander, the Jews 
were carried away in great numbers into 
Egypt, by which means the knowledge of 
the God of Ilrael was diffufed among the 
nations, preparatory to their future con- 
verfion by the Gofpel. The cruelties of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, another of thofe fuc- 
ceflbrs, ferved only to manifeft the power 
of that God, and to call forth the glories 
q( the Afmonean family, under which the 
kingdom of Judah was enlarged by new 
acceffions, and enjoyed a long fucceffion of 
halcyon days, very beautifully and afFeft- 

• Jofephus, Antiq. Jud. lib. xi. ai fin. 

ingly 
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DISC, ingly dcfcribcd in the writix^ -of the pro*. 
^^' phets^ 

In the time of this family, as wc learn 
from the book of Maccabees, the firft 
league was made with the Roman powcr^ 
which was then gradually rifing into the 
fourth great empire of the world, and pro- 
tecSed the Jews for fome time, againft their 
adverfaries, the kings of Syria* 

But when this once highly favoured 
people had forfaken the word of their God, 
going aftray after their own traditions; 
when they had filled up the meafure of 
their iniquities, by the crucifixion of the 
fbn of God, and the perfecution of his 
apoftles ; the fpirit of life paffed from the 
law to the gofpel, and left their whole 
fyftem a breathlefs carcafe^ Dircfted by 
heaven, the Roman eagles flew to the 
prey ^, and Jerufalem fiifFered in a manner 

' Lukexvii. 37. . 

which 
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■which aftoniflied the foiil of Titus himfelf, disc. 

VI 

and which, from that day to this, hath 

made the ears of every one, w^ho hath 
heard it, to tingle. 

The Roman empire, by uniting all na- 
tions under it's government, prepared the 
way for the univcrfality of the true reli- 
gion, which receiving ftrength from every 
frefli perfecution, at length conquered the 
conquerors of the world ; and the crofs be- 
came the ornament and glory of the impe- 
rial diadem. But a love of the old idolatry, 
and a zeal for the gods of Romulus, {till 
pofleffed that great and powerful body of 
men, the fenate, who continually impor- 
tuned the Chriftian emperors to reftore the 
ancient worfliip, and were only reftrained 
by them from renewing the perfecution, 
after the example of their anceftors '. This 
was the ftate of things in the fourth cen- 
tury, when Grod caUing to remembrance 

^ See Boffuet's Univerfal Hillory, ii. 1 84. and the au- 
tkorities there referred to. 

the 
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n I s c. the repeated cruelties of the oppreffor, an4 

j^ |\_ the unexampled fufFerings of h» fsuthftil 

people, delivered up to the Barbarians 
that city, drunken with the blood of 
the martyrs. " New nations (fays an 
•* elegant hiftorian) fe'emed to arife, and to 
*^ rufli from unknown regions, in order 
^* to take vengeance on the Romans, for 
*' the calamities which they had inflifted 
"on mankind'." The unwieldy fabric 
of the empire fliared the fate of it's pre- 
dcceflbrs ; it was overthrown with a mighty 
defolation, and divided into the kingdoms 
which now fiibiift around us, the invaders, 
by change of fituation, becoming human- 
ized, and having been converted to the 
faith of Chrift. 

Among thefc weftem kingdoms, in the 
bofom of the church, and in the pretended 
tiame of Chrift, hath arifen a tyrannical 
and oppreffive power, exerciiing dominion 
jover the underftandings and confciences 

' Robertfon's Hiftory of Chatles V. vol. i. fed. i. 

of 
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bf meat, and arming itfelf with fire and disc. 

VI 

Iwftfd, for the punilhmcnt of all who 1^ 

prefiime'^to call in qu^ion the infallibility 

taf it's decifions. About the fame period 

^vere laid the foundations of another power, 

dfeftined to be the fcourge of God to the 

corrupt and degenerate Chriftians of the 

eaAem part of the Roman empire ; the 

Pharaoh^ the Nebuchadnezzar, and the 

Antiochus of latter times. Thefe have 

their ftated tafle to perform, after which, 

they likewife, according to the prophecies 

recorded in the Scriptures (to the inter- 

preution of which learned men are very 

commendably turning our attention, wth 

increafing probability of fuccefi, as the 

events predicted approach), they likewife 

will go into perdition. " The Lord ynXL 

" coniume them by the fpirit of his 

^^ mouth, and deftroy them by the bright- 

5^ nd& of his coming." Then the happy 

day, foretold by the prophets, fliall arrive, 

when all earthly rule and authority and 

power fliall be put down, and *' the king- 

*' doms of this world fliall become," in the 

N moft 
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DISC, nxoft exalted fenfc of the words, '^ tie 
1_ ^^ kingdoms of our Lord and his ChrifL- 

- Thus, by going into the ianftuary of 
God, we fee the end of all human glory. 
There taking our fland, we behold th« 
empires of the world paffing fwiftly by ^x&^ 
and vaniihing away, to give place to that 
kingdom which (hall endure for everj 
while the Almighty, by fu£fcring theni 
to continue no linger than they ferved hi$ 
defigns, affords us fufficient ground .to 
apply to all, his own declaration con- 
coming one of them : ^^ For this caufe 
"have I raifed thee up, to Ihew in thee 
" my power, and that my name may 
"be declared through all the earth*.'* 
The fate of empires being interwoven 
with that of Religion, it pleafed God 
to communicate to his fervants the pro- 
phets, the fecrets of his adminiftration 
with regard to them ; and the view which 
^e have now taken of it demonibratea, 

• Exod, ix, i6, 
.... that 
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that they are fo many inftnimcnts in i> i s c. 

the-%and of Providence, to execute it's ^ 

dcfigns of mercy or judgment on thole 
who iucceflively become the objetfts of 
either, according to the uniform tenor of 
iiiQ divine oeoonomy, from the be^ning to 
the end of time. 



, From a liirvey of God's proceeding 
learn we to rcftify and regulate our own. 
To puniih wickednefs and vice, to pre* 
ierve and promote true religion and virtue, 
appears to have been the end and de- 
iign of all his diipeniations. Let it be 
the end and defign of all our tranfadions, 
upon the prefcnt, and upon every other 
occaiion. The ferics of events which has 
been exhibited points out the difference 
between that which is of the earth, eartiiy^ 
and that which cometh from above; and 
direds us where to fix our choice. Not 
princes only, but empires, you fee, are 
nuKctal. !Tbey fink> to life no more. The 
Affyrian, the Babylonian, the Perfian, the 
Grecian, the Roman,-^where are they ? 
^ Txz They 
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They are gone — They flccp among the? 
dead. And, what they are, the * ftates 
now fiibfifting around us, which have 
jb often difturbed the repofe of Chriften* 
apm, and, with their numerous and well- 
appointed armies, threaten again to dif- 
turb it, fhall one day be. All below is 
inconftancy and agitation. But the king- 
dom of God (hall ftand. It*s foundations 
were laid before thofe of the world ; and 
when that fhall be in aihes, when the 
powers of the earth and the lights of 
heaven fhall fall, and be extingitifhed for 
ever, it's fuperflrucfture will appear in 
perfcft beauty. Death diilblves the rela- 
tion we bear to an earthly government, 
and all civil diflinftions drop into the duft 
together. But our citizenfhip, as faith 
the apoflle — fifitiiv voXirevfjut — is in heaven\ 
As Chriftianis, we belong to a polity not 
iubjeft to diffolution ; a fbciety, vrhofe 
duration runs parallel with the days of 
eternity. We form a T)ocfy- of which 

* Piiilip.iii. 20, 

Mefliah 
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Meffiah is the head, and to which angels disc. 
are therefore enjoined to minifteh- What ^^' 
wonder is it, that we find exceeding gf eat 
and precious promifes made'fo this hi^ 
and heavenly community, and fulfilled, 
with regard to ' the empires of ' the wo^li 
from age to age? '* Kings fliall be thy 
*^ nurfing fathers, and queens thy'nurfing 
'^ mothers ; they Ihall bow dow:n to ,^ee 
.*' with their faces towards the earth, and 
•^ lick up the dull of thy feet". The 
•' fons alfb of them that afflifted thee 
*' Ihall come bending unto thee, and all 
*' they that defpifed thee Ihall bow'them- 
^ felves down at the fbles of thy feet, and 
they Ihall call thee the city of the Ldrcf^ 
the Zion of the Holy One of IfraeK 
Therefore thy gates Ihall be . open con- 
tinually \ they (hall not be fliut day. hbi» 
'^ night ; that men may bring unto tJiee 
^' the forces of the Gentiles, and that their 
^ kings may be brought ; for tfie natiofx 
"and kingdom th?it will not ferve thee 

* Ifad. xlix. 23* 

N 3 '' iliall 
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DISC. '' ihall periflx ; yea, thofe nations ihall be 
^^' " utterly wiftedV 

Thus '^ glorious arc the thin^ fpoken 
** of thee, thou city of God*!" Afey we 
not^ therefore^ take up our parable^ with 
^Balaam, aod iay^ ^^ Surely there is no 
" enchantment againft Jacob, neither is 
•'there any divination againft Ifrael'^! 
*' How ihall we curfe whom God hath 
*'.not curfed ; or how Ihall we defy whonj 
" G04 )>ai|th not defied^? Behold, w? 
5' hive received commandment to blefs : 
" He hath blefled, and we cannot rcverfe 
f' it*.*' If the dealings of the Almighty with 
a people be iquared by their dealings with 
his Reli^on, the ftate of Religion will 
always be the fureft criterion whereby to 
judge of the ftate of that nation wherein 
it is jplanted ; and there can be.no greater 
jnemies to their country, than thofe who 
are enemies to her ; fince concerning her 
He hath declared,^ who cannot deceive, or 

"^ Ifa. Ix. 14, &c. 11, 12. » Pfalm Ixxxvii. 3. 

y Numb, xxiii. 23, » Numb, xxiii. 8. 

* Numb, xxiii. 20. 

be 
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be deceived—" No weapon that is •formed d -i s<:.- 
" againft thee fliall profper ; and every ^^' „ 
•* tongue that fliall rife againft thee in 
" judgment thou flialt condeiftn^" 

. . ! ." ^< . . 
God doth not every day manifeft ^ia. 
will, by his {urophets, refpeding the kulg'^ 
doms which he fetteth up, and j>utteth 
down. But having fo often done it in the 
cafes of thofc great empires, of .which w,e 
have been ^>eaking^ he flieweth ; us, . Jby : 
iuch remarkable and prominent inftfyptc^^ 
how he a<9ts in all others, and thereby* 
enables us to form a competent idear of 
our own iituation and circumflances. Sa^ 
cred hiilory informs us what was the p^r 
ticular ilate of the- ancient people of Godj- 
when he put^fhed th?m by the heathen, 
nations ; aiod bot^ !&cred and prdfaiie hifpp 
tory* inform us what was the flatj^ of c$Xik; 
empire, when fubyerted by-.janother.^ Sif) 
milar caufes produce ijfi|$ilar efie^. For 
thoi^h God's counfels ar< a^way^i i executed, ^ 
yet. they are ^xfsquted, for .the moft partis 

* Ifai. liv. 1 7, 

• - N 4 in 
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1 s c. in that vray which we are wont to call the 
* natural courfe of things. He who has or- 
dained that all the parts of ti^e univerfe* 
Ihould have a mutual dependance onu each 
other^ and operate regularly, by a due con- 
catenation of caufes and efFe6ls, has like- 
wife ordained that the courfe of human 
aflairs ihould have it's progreflion and pro- 
portion. Individuals and communities arife, 
accordingly, at proper times, with qualities 
fluted to the flation they arc deftined to 
fiU> and the work which they are intended 
to perform. It is, therefore, no Icfs ufeful 
than curious, in reading hiftory, to mark 
the different difpofitions, manners, and 
charadters of nations, and their rulers ; . 
fince thefe are the inftruments working, . 
under the direftion of Providence, for the 
accomplifliment of it's defigns, without any. 
infringement of man's free will. If yoir^ 
behold a nation diilinguiihed by irreligion 
and contempt of things facred, by licen- 
tiouAiefs, faction, luxury, diifipation, and 
effetiunacy,v be aflured that, without a ro-^.. 
formation, and a returqt to firil principies, 

the 



the conqueft of that nation Ky fbme'6dicifi> isc* 
is becoming more and more feafible" every ^^* 
day ; the fame vices, which provoke divine 
vengeance, preparing the wray for itV exe- 
cution. Such were the charafteriftics of 
the ancient people of God, in the times 
preceding their feveral captivities. Such 
was die cafe when the old Aflyrian empire * 
periflied with Sardanapalus ; when Babylqn 
was iiirpriied by Cyrus ; when Darius was 
overthrown by Alexander; when Greece 
fell imder the dominion of the Romans ; 
when thefe laft were overwhelmed by the/ 
northern nations ; and when Conftantinople 
was taken by the Turks. Every man, who 
has the proiperity of his country at heart, 
ihoiild very ferioufly coniider, how far thefe 
tokens are to be found upon ourfelves ; what 
can be .done to prevent the farther fprcad- 
ing. of the infedlion, and to eradicate the 
feeds of the difordcr. Thofe in the higher 
ranks of life, it may be faid — it ought to 
be iaid — caimot complain, that a bright 
example of virtue is not held forth to them 
from the throne. Happy would it be for 

themfelves. 



i66 T6e Providente of Got mmfhjied 

D^isc. thcmfclvcs, happy for the commimrtyy 
^'' would they ftudy to rcfleft it's Itiftre on 
the wide extended circles of their inferiors 
and dependents. The legiilature ha£h \ff 
no means fliewn itfelf backward in fup- 
,porting that eftablilhment of Ghriftianity 
fettled among ns at the Rcformatioh. 
The integrity of thofe truly reverend and 
rcfpcAable perfons, cntrufted with the im- 
portant charge of adminiftcring juitice and 
judgment in the land--^that particular, 
which rendered t3ie Romans, in the opinion 
c\*en of their enemies, worthy to be mafters 
df the world — is tmiverfally feen, and 
gratefully acknowledged. In thefe fe- 
qucftcred and peatceftil fcencs, the dcftined 
liiahiions of literature and religion (long 
may tliey continue to be fo, loved by the 
Good, and patronized by the Great!') 
though the fences of our inclofure will not 
ferve entirely to exclude the tum and 
temper of the world about us, y^t many 
are dijigent to teach* and many attentive 
te learn. "Wlfdom uttereth her voice, and * 
the found of the Gor^el is heard. There 

* m 

IS 



in tie Rife and Fail ^ Empires. *8jr 

is a mbr, the ftreaons whcSifeof, gmng forth disc* 
fix)m this their fouhfain, often caufe the ^^'. 
hftlildeniefs to become a fmitM. iield ; to 
ti^ice, and bloflbm as the fofe. It muft 
be a^ed, that there certainly refides in 
'Brrtiih bofbms a laudable propenfitjr to 
a6b ctf beiiefkeilce. I have no" defire to 
|)refent the dark fide of the profpeA. May 
the whole become light ! May the return- 
m^ JpA'it and p&wer o{ godlinefs reanimate 
it*s fomi, aild be again the heart and foul 
of every a^lion and intention, producing, 
vnlii piety and charity unfeigned, obedience, 
union, honefty, frugality, temperance, pu- 
rity ; let me add, health, ftrength, znd tirue 
fortitude. With thefe ihould we, at any 
future time, be called to go forth againft 
out old enemies (dll our prefent unhappy 
£;iferences adjufted> and all our divifions 
healed), we ihall go forth under the favour 
and prote6tion of Heaven ; and then. He 
Who created the world, and who prefcrves 
it, for the fake of hii church ; He who 
fccured her in the ark, when the flood 
came, and watched over her in the families 
/ of 



i88 the Prwuience of God, &c. 

DISC, of the holy patriarchs ; He who brought 

VI» 

^ her out of Egypt, led her through the wil* 

demeis, introduced her into iiie promiied 
inheritance, and made her to be the glory 
of the whole earth ; He who raifed up Cy- 
rus to deliver her ftoxa the power of Ba:- 
bylon i who turned the heart of Alexander 
in her favour ; who went out, with Judas 
and his brethren, to the battle againft the 
armies of Antiochus, and bade the fword of 
Conilantine conquer imder the banner of 
the Crofs ; He, the Lord of Hofts, will 
ever be with us ; He, the Gx>d of Jacob, 
will ever be our refuge. — *^ O that iny 
" people" — fays he, in that mofl conde* 
fcending and afFc<Sionate wifh — ^^ O that 
" my people had hearkened unto me, and 
** Ifirad had w^ed in my ways ! I Ihould 
*' foon have fubdued their enemies^ and 
'f turned my hand againfl their adverfaries* 

" ^ThEM that honour MJE I WIJvI,. 

*^ HONOUR ; BUT SUCH AS DESPI&E MR 
"*gALL BE LIGHTLY ESTEEMED." /i 

., ■ ■ *. .■ • ^-^ 

« Pf. Ixxxi. ijj 14. 



DISCOURSE vn. 



CHRIST THE OBJECT OF REUGIOUS ADORATION, 
AND THEREFORE VERY GOD. 



ROM. X. 13. 

fFhofoever Jhall call upon the name of the Lord^ 
Jhall be faved. 

TH E text, as Dr. Whitby well re- disc. 
marks upon it, prefents us with a ^^^y 
double argument in favour of our Loi^d's 
Divinity. Firft, it applies to him, what by 
the prophet Joel is Ipoken of Jehovah ; 
fecondly, it affirms him to be the objeft of 
religious adoration. Either of theie par- 
tic\dars does, indeed, imply the other. 
For if he be Jehovah, he muft be the ob- 
jcft of religious adoration ; and, if the ob« 
jed of religious adoration, he muft be Je- 
hovah. We might therefore take occafion,, 
from this paffage, to prove his Divinity, 

and 



i5^o Cbrtji the Obje£i ofreUgums Adoration^ 

DISC, and from thence, infer, that he is to be 

1^ worlhipped ; but, at prefent, that the fub- 

jeA may be viewed on every *iide, kt^us 
take it in another light ; let us firft prove, 
that he is to be worflupped, and from 
thence infer his Divinity* 

But it is incumbent upon me previoufly 
to obferve, that, fince the compofition of 
the following difcourfe, the caufe has been 
pleaded at large by much abler advocates •; 
for which reafon, a refolution was once 
taken to lay it afide, as fully and happily 
fiiperfeded. But a faying of one of the 
ancients occurred, that in times when 
erroneous and noxious tenets were diffiifed, 
all men fhould embrace fome opportunity 
tQ bear then: teftimony agiunft them- It 
occurred likewife, that the evidence, drawn 
ta a point, and delivered from the pulpit, 

» See Dr. Randolph's Vindication of the Worfhip of the 
Son and Holy Ghoft ; and Mr. Bingham's Vindication of 
ibc D^driae and Litargy of the Church of England. - See 
likewife Mr. Burgh's Scriptural Confutation of the Argu* 
alents againft the one Godhead of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Glwft; . ;... ;• 

might 



and- therefore 'very God. - > ly^ 

ttiight ftrike many (of my younger audi- i>isc* 

VII 

tors more efpecially) who might not be 1, 

difpofed to fearch for it in trafts. of greater 
0xtent, and far greater merit. This con- 
fideration^ above all, prevailed, that the 
eftablifhed doftrine concerning the worlhip 
of our Redeemer might receive no fmall 
degree of confirmation in the minds of it's 
Ijiofeflbrs, when, without concert or con- 
fliltation, perlbns fitting down to reconfider 
it, at different times, and in different places, 
ihould be. found to reprefent it in. the fame 
light, and to vindicate it by the fame ar- 
guments, Intreating your favourable ac- 
ceptance of this very necefiary apology, 
I will venture to proceed. 

Invocation, then, is a part, and a princi- 
pal part, of adoration ; but my text men- 
tions the invocation of Chrift, as a duty, to 
the performance of which, falvation is an- 
nexed. ** Whofoever fliall call upon the 
*' name of the Lord Ihall be favitd." The 
context treats wholly of Chrift, in whom, it 
is faid, " Whcrfpcver belicveth fliall not be 

" aftiamed \" 



Ipa CBriJi the OijeSi ofreUgms Adarafwr?, 

p I s c. «< alhamcd ;" and in whom, it is likewife 
^^^' {2Ciiy the Jews refiifcd to believe, when 
they had heard of him by the preaching of 
the apoftles. . *^ Whofbever Ihall call^ oh 
♦* the name of the Lord, fhall be fared* 
'* But how (hall they call on himy of whom 
^ they have not beard? and how fhall 
*' they hear without a preacher ^ &c. Chrift 
therefore is, without doubt, the perfbn 
mentioned in the text ; he is, confeqnently, 
the objeft of invocation, a principal part of 
religious adoration ; and the man who de- 
fires to be " faved,'* muft " call upon him," 
by prayer. ' 

In the apoftolical times, all Chriftians 
were fuppofed, by virtue of their profeffion, 
to invoke Chrift, and were cbarafterized 
by that very circumftance. Thus St. Paul 
addreffes one of his Epiftles, '^ to all that 
*' in every place call upon the name of the 
■*^ Lord Jelus, both theirs and ours**;" that 
is, lays an excellent paraphraft% " whom 

* I Cor. i. a. « Dr Doddridge, 

'' we 



end tiierefire vpy God. ^ 193 

'^ we and 9,11 tme Qiri^isms join in ac* piso, 
*' knowkdging and ^dwng 9s their Lord ^^^\ ^ 
^' and ours/* |n tl^e ktb chapter of the 
AAs, WQ ^ AiwjsjM%ing of gaul, ^^ And 
•* here he h«£h a\rth9rity to bind all that 
'' caJJ op thy Rftrp^ ;" that 13, feys Dr. 
!(Iaininon4> '^ vrb© puUiekly avow the 
*' worlhip of Chri^/* Again, in the l«ne 
chapter, ve refti ^' M^ ftraightway he 
^' preached Chrift iij th^ fynagogijes, that 
*^ he i^ the Son of Ood. But «dl that 
^< h^rd him wer^^ aip^^edi ^nd faid, is not 
^ this he that deftroyed them who called on 
*' this name T^ that is, evidently, the name 
ofChrift. 

Some critics tell us, that the phrafe 
criiMA«^eiifp/ 70 Ovof^K Xpif^, *■ calling upon 
*^ the name of Chrjift," is to be taken 
peffively, as denoting thofe who wer^ 
WPied by the name cf Cbri/i, or who were 
called Cbrjfiians. Bu^ this €;annot be. 
The name, Chrijiian, w^as not known in 
the world, till fome time after St. Paul's 
converfion, when, as St. Luke expreftly 
o informs 



194 Cbrij} th ObjiB^ofnUgkus Adoratioriy 

» I s o- informs us, ^ the difciples were called 
J"' ^^ CbrUHans firft at Antioch ;" whereas, 
before that time, they were diftinguiftied 
by the title of; tiwacaXH/iMfot to Ovo/jm Xfu^, 
'* thofe who called on the name of Chrift." 
Befides that iTrncaXeofuu (as hath been juflly 
obferved), when followed by an aecufative 
cafe, always iignifies to invoke, ox worjhip, 
except only where it fignifies to appeal to. 
Thus, in the chapter from wheace my 
text is taken — " The fame Lord is rich to 
** all who call upon him — for wholbever 
'^ fhall call on the name of the Lord Ihall 
" be iaved^" In the xxiid chapter of the 
Ad:s, Saul is bidden to ^' walh away his fins, 
" calling on the name of the Lord*.'* 
And Origen, who muft have underftood 
the import and force of a Greek partici- 
ple, at leaft as well as any modem critic, 
commenting on one of the above cited 
paffages, fays — " The Apoftle, in thefe 
*' words, declares him to be God, whofe 

>itanreu to 0»o/a« Kv^ <rw$n^sT«». 
* E1r«e«^lO•«fXlro? to Oio/xa re Kv^m. 

^^ name 



ind therefore very God^ i^g 

'^ name nvas called upm^^ The argument i> i s c. 
therefore, deduced from this exprcffion, we ^^^' 
may venture to faj flands good ; nor can 
it admit oi any farther reply, or evaiion. • 

St. Patul'S ufual form of benedidion was 
by invocation of the name of Chrift. 
'^ Grace 'be to you, and peace, from God 
" the Father, and from out Lord Jefus 
^' Chrift." Sometimes the name of Chrift 
ftands in the firft order ; " The grace of 
" the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love of 
" God, and the communion of the Holy 
'^ Ghoft be with you all^." In another 
place, ^' The Lord Jefiis Chrift comfort 
'^ your hearts'*)" that is, I pray the Lord 
Jclus Chrift fo to do. And ipeaking of 
his thorn in the ftclh, he fays — ** / befought 
*^ the Lord thrice, that it might depart from 
*^ me. And he faid unto me. My grace is 
*^ fufHcicnt for thee ; for my jirengtb is 
" made perfeft in weaknefi. Moft gladly 
^' therefore will I rather glory in my mfir" 

^ Origen. Com. in Rom. x. lib. viii, 

« zCor.xiii. 14. ^ 2 TheiT. ii« l6, 

^2, *' mities, 




t^ • Chri/i tbk^Qtj^^Jof^ ^^MfNkr Adoratiorh 

MOkss that tie power of Chr^ m«jr reft 
^.upon iac*r'-^Tbf ^*teifrij^G6r5«j*^that 
B^' ptetnlj, of tbi lahrd whom ^L^hef^ugbti 
and Tvlio iaid, Myjhtngtb is made pif^!t& ifi 
weaJdne/s. — I would intreat your attention 
tav.the following paili^<^ in i Jchtiv. 13, 
&C. '< Thcfe tkingB havfe I written \inM 
" you— that ye may believe on the nafei^ 
^' of the Son of God. And this is the 
^' cdftfidence we have in hiiii, tfhat if We 
^ afli f^y thing according to his wili» fafe 
^* heartth us. And If we know that he 
^^ hcSar us, whatfoever we afk, we know 
** that we have the petitions we defir^d of 
*' him." In another part of the epiftle> 
the femfc precept is repeated, but the word 
tfrod is li^ed, inftead of the word C&r^ — 
'^^ffti have confidence toward GW, and 
^f.whatibever w^eefk, we rec^ve of him^'* 
Can a mall read thefb two psfftLges, and 
doubt, for a iingle moment, whether his 
Saviour be the God that htartdi prayer ? 

^ 2 Cor, xii. 8. ^ Chap. iii. 22. 

The 



The'^MiOfTod mnrtyr/fitsphm^ isft before d rte; 
JM»:»xp»«i pmftfr^ the fi>liowkig {»>y<^ ^^l 
t« fais Ssflrio^* /^^Lonl. Jeiiu, jseoove snj 
*^ ifHOtt.'.' Can e dcfutmg iinii i)evtbui 
^Ifiomly fxtausuttod into tdie- hands iif aguf 
ocWf.l^ ofi^him, who IB ^ llie.Qo4 of llie 
" fpirits of all fteflif ' . Doc* not Sfe 
Stephen here worlhip Chrift, in the very 
igu»9 rmmprt m whid»« » : Uttlft j»p£>re, 
Chri^ himTe^f hH^ yrof&ippt^ j^ihlAm'i 
Wfefpe. is i^e drifcr^ce t^et^proj^^. ". fa^kw* 
^' 'wfi9: ^ feaniif I <7omm«n4 m^.H^^^mr 
.aii4«~* ,Lq»J Jefus, rec^ye my fpirit >^' 
Pf9fip#pttJMi m»rt}rriikewij& t^^iwik SSaioA, 

'ff fi?fg^yc them, for ihfyfcncwv.vntjt.jarhat 
. ?'-ilfe^i4$'i-Tr*n<J— 'I* hor^ IftyjMt jthbAii 
^' :^ ^tirtc|»rgp K'.-Qf fljftU.iiid^ngqb^ 
j^ f^^lpi jt9 .faDr.TwhAt /Si,;Si]«ph<te^ud, 
^i9c«l>JiB3@htiA i4«!fs AQt :AppQ»r jte tjbe onc^ 

}s a cavU Aot iit itp $iM)C9«di6»>ihJthe i^iii 
of a ferious man. 

03 Wc 




t^ Cbriji tb$ ObjeB dfr^iiui Adoraiton, 

Wfe read of many pcrfbns,* who; when 
Ghrift was upon earth, falfing ddwn upon 
tlieir &ces, and worfliipping Will, wd'c 
never checked or reproved for fo doing, as 
St. John was, wheii he ofFered to worfliip 
the angel, and Cornelius, when he made 
the fame offer to St. Peter. 

- The author of the Epiltte to the Hebiiews, 
tBfincing the Superiority of the Son of God 
dvtt all cheated fpirits^ produces the fdl- 
tewing teflimony : '* When he bringeth in 
*^ his firft begotten into the world, he faith, 
^ And let all the angels of God worfhip 
^ him(*." If yota afk what kind of worfhip 
die apbfUe may be fuppofed to intend^ let 
118 turn to the 'Revelation. There, upon 
tile eksattation of our Lord, after his fuflfer- 
m^ St. Jcbn reprfcfents to us the diurch 
liniverikl m heaven and earth, with the 
ffcuts df created nature, and all the iingelic 
inteliigehf!^^ afcribingthe v«7 feme''' Weff- 
f^ ing;* ahd honour, and gl6ry, tfnd power, 

J Heb. i. 6. 

' > '' to 



. . md therefore vety ^ad^ -. -rpx 

'f to. him .that fitteth on.thc throae, ^xtA to i> i s c. 

•"■• * 

'^ the. Lamb," in conjumaion"., la heaven, ^^^' 
^e I will of God is duly, performed,, and all 
'-^ honour the Son, even as. dieyhonoim; Uae 
*^ Father".". Why fhoxdd. it be otherwiife 
on earth ? 



That it ought not to be otherwiie, but 
tksLt eqiial honoui* ihould be paid to both 
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit^is 
evidently implied by the baptifmal fqrfp 
running in the name of all the Three. 
If the Holy Spirit were a property only, as 
the Socinians pretend, could a property be 
thxis joined with the Father and the Son? 
.Ti&^arc not properties; they are perfon3, 
certainly. ^ If the Son and thA Spirit were 
creatures, could they be joined with the 
Father,, in the Iblemn ad: of baptifm ? 
B^ptifm is the confecration of him,, who is 
baptifed, to the fervice — of whom ? Of 
God, and two creatures ? No, furcly, but 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit ; 

" Rev* V. 13. ■ Johnv. 23. 

04 and^ 



j:oo Cbriji tht O^eB ofrtfi^iBus Adoration^ 

DISC, and, whether St. John hath faid it, or tidt^ 



VII. 



if there be any naeaning m wofdA^ vxH^sfe 
THREE ARE oK£ ; they afe the one €}]$cft 
of our faith abd our love, of our prsj^ers 
ftnd our praifes. Wlulfc this form ooh- 
tinues to be ufed in the Church, the doc- 
trine of the TRINITY cannot perilh from it; 
and he who denies gtery slnd wori(hif> to be 
due to the Father, 1^ Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, does,, in effect renovRce In baptifm; 
and ought to be initiatefl, by a ne%V form, 
into It netir religion. 

Thus ftandfe the fdripturc evidence : and 
we find the . pii^ce of the . primitive 
Chriftians entirely conformable to it. A 
remafkable inftancc ofiers itfclf, very eariy^ 
in the cafe of Polycarp, bifliop of Smyrna* 
He iuffered in the year 167. He joins 
<jod the Father and the Son together in 
his prayers for grace and bencdidion upon 
men, conceived in the following manly and 
exalted ftrain of piety and charity — *^ The 
" God and Father of our Lord Jcius Chrift, 
'' andChrifthimfelf the eternal HighlPrieft, 

^^ the 



Mnd therefore very God. adt 

*^ the Sdn of G6d, build you up in faith, disc. 
** and trath> wid in all meeknefs^ to live ^^^* 
if tnthout anger, in patience,' in long fiif- 
^^ feirfa^, And' fodbeanmce, and give jou a 
^\ Idtaad^part among the iaints, and to us 
^ ipatb you; and to all themlhat are xinder 
*^ iiesmi, who fliall believe in Jefiis Chiift 
^Tyst ijcftAy and in his Fadier who raifi^ 
*^\am ^fioA the dcadV* And when he 
was brought to the ihike, he concluded his 
laft prayer with this doxology to the whole 
Ttihity— .^ I Wefs thee, I praife thee, I 
** glorify ihee for all things, together wiA 
'*^ the et^nal and heavenly Jc&s Chiift, 
^* rfiy beibvcd Son, wkh whom, unto thee, 
** and the Holy Spirit, be glory, both now, 
'*' and &s^ ever, world witihiout end'/* So 
^ra;p^ this holy biihop and bleCed nmrtyt 
•of CSmift, at the hoar of his departure out 
<^ the world. As he had been a di&iple 
"Of Bt. Jx^n^e Evangelift, we cannot wdD 
Xtt^p^t him ^^norant of the proper bbjed 

• Polycarp. Epifl. ad Philipp. fed. xii. 
'9 Martyr. Polycarp. -apod Coieler. Patres 'ApofioU t. li. 
p. 199. 

of 




ao« Chriji tU QbfeS (f.ftH§hus,jidoratfon, 

6f Chriftkni worihip. ' Wcjvfitid.tliim ih 
poflcflion'<^' the doAmiQ.oi f^oc^a^ and 
coetcmal Trimty; conftdcxfid aifthalidijtiS^s 
adoftrinc which, we mayrvcature^A&^lay', 
he ^d not. derive from, the Platomi&it of 
Alexandria,: .from' ichokiik. theology,, or 
from the papal chair. .And:we,may cDn> 
{timie,^]t\ts hoped, id u£b tiie players m jont 
own Hturgy, thbughj^Clfaey^iccniQku^ oa^ly 
fike the^prayw of £0Iycad|)u^f - • 1 ;.. 

< Ignatius, faiihop of ^Antioch^ fi^ened^fbr 
the faith, fifty yeaiai before Polycacw^. tnd 
had converfed famili«4!ly ' with many o£ the 
apoftle^. ; He begiika one of his EpiiUes in 
the following manner:-^" I glorify Jeius 
" Chrift;onr God, who hatib given wito 
f* you this wifdom^" Could fuch men m 
thefe, infirudled by the apoi^les themiibkcs^ 
be miiiiaken in the capital article of all^i^Qr 
li^on, theotjcd of divine worihip ? . Im^ 
pofffible! A man muft have the creduUty 
pf an infidel to believe it. 

Ignat. Epift. ad Smyrn. 

Juftin 



knd fhirefi^re 'bety God. " uog 

■ ■ ' Jhaftin -Martyr, who flourifhed abotrt J> i s c* 

thft ifiiddte of the fecorid century, declares ^ 

tb the Pagan*, that the bbjeft of Chriftian 
tVEdrfhip vwas' the whole Trinity. *' We 
^ woifllip and adore (f^ys he) the God 
** of "righteouihefe,* and his Son, and the 
^* Hdy Spirit of prophecy." Yet,' a little 
:after> he tells the emperois, *^ We hold 
"it'-tinkiwftil to wSrfliip any, but God 
*^ alone '." So Origen, who lived^ in the 
former part oJF the third century, — ^' We 
*' worfhip and adore no creature, but the 
•'Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft?." 
Give me leave to infift a little- on ah argu- 
ment foggefted by thefe paffafges, bccaiife 
it feems for ever to determine the queftioh 
concerning the faith of the primitive 
chtirch, on the article of our L/Ord's true 
and proper Divinity. The Chriftians ob-^ 
jc<fted to the Pagans their idolatry. The 
Pagans retorted the objedKon on the 
Chriftians, as the worlhippers of a cruci- 



Juftin. Apol. ii. 

Comment, in Epift. ad Rom. lib. i. 



fied 
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, if there be any meaning m wordsir^TSfcste 

THREE ARE oK£ ; they, are the one ^^l^eA 
of our &ith abd our love, of our pfiff ets 
tod our pr^ies* Wlulfe this form ooh* 
tinues to be ufed in the Church, the doc- 
trine of the TRINITY cannot perilh from it; 
and he who denies glory and wori(hif> to be 
due to the Father, 1^ Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, does, in effedl, renoynoe In baptifm; 
and ought to be initiatefl, by a neiV fbrm, 
into a new religion. 

Thus ftandis the fcripture evidence : and 
we find the . praAiee of the . primitive 
Chriftians entirely conformable to it. A 
rematkable ini&ance ofiers itfelf, very early, 
in the caft of Polycarp, bifliop of Sm)Ti3a. 
He fuffered in the year 167. He joins 
<jod the Father and the Son together in 
his prayers for grace and benedidion upon 
men, conceived in the following manly and 
exalted ftrain of piety and charity — *^ The 
" God and Father of our Lord JefusChrift, 
*' andChrifthimfelf the eternal Highftieft, 

^' the 



•^ Mnd thr^ire very God. 

*5 the S(tn of 06d, birild you tip in faith, disc 
^«»i traKsli) wid in all mccloocfs, to Kvc ^^^' 
^f .tfitticMit a»q^, in patience,.' in long {\j£^ 
^ feirtng, -tad' ibibear^ and give jou a 
^\ Ibtaad* part imong the &ints, and to its 
^ liiatbyou; and to aH them ihat are xinder 
^ViIeBv8n>wbofliaIlbdievein Je^ Quift 
.^ oiscr iiMd, and in h» Fadier who raifi^ 
"'iam i&oto-tiie dicadV* And when fae 
was brought to tiie ihike, he concluded his 
laft prayer with this doxology to the whole 
Ttihity—." I idefi thee, I praife thee, I 
^' glo^ ihee for all things, together widi 
-^^ the ettmal and lieavei^ Je&s Chrift, 
^* rfiy bdbvcd Son, wkh whom, unto thee» 
^ and the Holy Spirit, be glory, both now, 
'** and &ir ever, worM witihout end'/* So 
^ra;p^ diis holy Inihop and bleiTed martp: 
of <3inft, at the hoiur of his departure wit 
^ ibe world. As he had been a di&iple 
ttf St. Jic^n^dve £vangdl]ft, we <»inot well 
"(ttfp^Sb Mm ^Ignorant of the prO|ier dl^ed 

^ Polycarp. Epifl. ad Philipp. fed. xii. 
'9 lyffutyr. Polycarpr -apod Coieler. Patre$ 'Apoflx4* t. ii. 
p. 199. 




of Chriflian worfhip. Wcjfitid.thint ih 
poflcflion (jf the cbdimd.o£ ^Qoe(|wi bjsA 
coetemal Tnmtjr; confxdcxfssA a»itiaiifct}ob|f (^s 
edodrine which, we marfrveature^Mi^iky; 
he did not.denyje from, the Plaitaiufl» of 
Alexandria, ficmi' ichokiik. tbeoLogy,. or 
firom the papal chair. .And:we/may c£>ir- 
ftiime, it is hoped, to u£b tiie piEyeis 19 mxr 
t>wn Hturgy, 'though.'tlfe}oicopiQkidfc oai^ly 
iike the: prayer of £^IyeKfpu" 

-<•*''.■: ■ . ; ".i; ';.-■..- .t 

• Igntthis, Hihop of Antioch> fi^etied for 
the faith, fifty years before Polycam and 
had conyeried familiaifly with many of the 
tpoftles. > He begins one of his EpiiUes in 
the following manner :-^^^ I glorify Jefus 
V Chiift;onr God, who hatib ^Vjcai unto 
t^ you this: wifdom^" Could, fuch men a^ 
thefe, inftrudled by the apoittes themiiblves^ 
be mtftaken in the capital article of all rcr 
li^on, the'objedi of divine wor0^p ? IxQJt 
poifible ! A man muft have the credulity 
pf an infidel to believe it. 

Ignat. Epift. ad Smyrn. 

Juftin 



knd fkrefrft -owy G<?^*- ^ «o3 



VII. 



^'- Jollin -Martyr, who ftminflied abotrt J> x s c* 
Aft tfiiddte of the fecorid cerltuiy, ^dedar cs 
16- the Psigam, ^at^tite objeft- of Chriftian 
l*tcirMp'ixs«' 1^^ ^' We 

** w^tihi)> and aA)re (fey^ he) the God 
^ of rigbtcouihefe/ and . his Son, and the 
^*Hdy Spirit bf prophecy." Yet,- a little 
Rafter,- he tells the emperoi», ** We hold 
"if'':tiniawftd to v^rfliip any, but G6d 
*^ alone '.'* So Origen, who lived^ in the 
former part oJF the third century,^ — ^* We 
^' "Wodhip and adore no Creature^ bilt the 
^^ Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft?." 
Give me leave to infift a little^ on ah argu- 
ment fog^efted by thefe palTafges, bccatife 
it feems for ever to determine the queftioii 
concefning the faith of the primitive 
chtirch, on the article of our Lord'^ true 
and proper 'Divinity. The Chriftians ob^ 
jcfted to the Pagans their idolatry. The 
P&gans retorted the obje<ftian- on the 
Chriftians, as the wbrlhippers of -a cruci- 



Jiiftin. Apol. ii. 

Comment, in Eplft. ad Rom. lib. i. 



^t)i 



9t6 Cbriji'tbe X)bjeSl offtUgbUs yfdaration^ 

i> ISC. the Spirit procfccds from botii. 'Thff Mo^e 
■ wc have nothing to do with ; it i^abcrre 
and beyond us ; it cannot beithe flibjeSt of 
our reaibnings. We are not now fentaii- 
glcd in the thorny parts of the -fiibjcft ; 
we are not difputing about metaphyjfci! 
niceties and diftinftions. A plain hiattcr 
of faft is before us. The preirirfes arc 
fixed, by ecclefiaftical hiftory, an'd the 
writings of the primitive apologifts, firm 
as the everlafting hills ; no other con- 
clufion can be drawn from them by 
the art of man ; and the argurhent is 
obvious to the common fenfe of the whole 
world. 

During the perfccutions under the hea- 
then emperors, the martyrs, who fufFered 
in them, commonly direfted their prayers, 
as St. Stephen did, perfonally to Chrift, in 
whofe caufe they laid down their lives, and 
into whofe hands they refighed their 
fpirits, commending their fouls to him, 
as unto a faithful Creator and Redeemer. 
In the Dioclefian perfecution, as Eufebius 

informs 



:md tbtrefore very Qod jiq^ 

informs, susr the inhatjitants of a city in disc, 
Fiuygia, nfpn, women, and children, while ^^^' 
^eanbled in ihe. church at their devotions, 
were by .thjeir enemies furprifed and burnt, 
"xalliBg upon Chrift, God over all\" 
Many other inftances occur in the fame 
hiftorian, where the dying martyrs addrefs 
their prayers to Chrift, under the higheft 
titles and attributes -ef the Divinity, as the 
living and true God, the great king over all 
the earth, omnifcient and almighty, the Son 
of God, and himfelf true and very God. 
And, as ftich, Eufebius fays, the higheft 
powers on earth confefled and adored 
him *. 

Would you hear the contemporary wri- 
ters, among the heathens, bearing teftimo- 
ny to the fame great and important truth, 
concerning the objed: of worlhip in the 
fcarlicft days of the Chriftian Church ? You 
ihall hear tlicm. 

^ Toy iTTt fir«ifT«y ®iov Xpiroy i9r»fo&/usyot. 
*'Etifeb* lib. X. cap. iv. See the paflages cited bjrBing- 
kam> in Ecclef. An(iq[. b. xlii. ch. ii. 

Pliny 




2o8 Cbriji the ObjeSl 4>frtUgms Adoration ^ 

Pliny lived in the beginning of the ic- 
oond century^ and^ as a judge und^r Tra«. 
jan, took the confeffions of ibme revolting 
Chrifiians. He lays, -they declared to him, 
" their cuftom was, to meet on a ccrt^n 
•^ day, before it was light, and, among 
*^ other parts of their worfliip, iing an 
*^ hymn to Chrift, as to their God '.'* 

Towards the clofc of the fame century, 
Lucian, or whoever was the authcM: of tho 
dialogue ftyled Philopatris, bearing his 
name, and certainly written about that 
time, introduces, in a fcoffing way, a 
Chriftian catechift inftrucSing a Pagan 
catechumen. The latter afks, *' By whom, 
** then, ihaU I fwear?" that is, whom 
{hall I take to be my God, the objed of 
my worlhip ? The anfwer is, '^ By that 
« God that reigns on high, the great, im- 
*^ mortal, heavenly God, and the Son of 
" the Father, and the Spirit proceeding 
"from the Father, One in Three, and 

T C^nnenqae Chrifto^ quaii Deo, dicere Tecum invicem. 
Plin. lib. X. Ep. 97« 

" Three 



and therefore very God. 409 

" Three in One. Take thefe for your i> i s c. 
*^ Jupiter ; imagine this to be your God*." , 
LuciaQ/ then^ had evidently learned^ and it 
was weU known among the heathen in 
his time, that the Father, the Son^ and 
the Holy Ghoft, or a Trinity of perfbns 
in the Godhead, conilituted the objed 
of ChriftiaA worihip. The manner in 
which this teftimony affed;ed Socinus^ 
well deferves your notice—** I nevec met 
** with any thing which feems more to 
*' favQur the notion that a Trmity of 
^* perfons in the Godhead was in that 
^' age the obje<% of belief and worihip^ 
^* thaji this pajSage from the (Malice i|yled 
** Philopatris*." It might, perhaps^ be {<Mu^ 
advantage to it in his efteem, as Dr. Wa^ 
terland obferves^, that it came from a 

* Ludan. Philopatris^ prope fin. 

* Nee vero nobis quidquam hadenos legere ooottgiti 
ipod trlai iftios Dei, a ChrUiiaius jam turn fSGipti ft P^iu 
fidem facere videatur magas, quam qi» ex dialogo, qoi 
Fbilofatris infcribitor, ct iniSer Ludani opcrA Aomfralttrt 
ad id probaadum afieciur. : Sodn. Mtv*i£otrQp.: c xf. y« 
689. Op. . 

* Ixnportahce bfthc DoOrine b^'lhe Hdy Trinity^ p. 370. 

F pligan. 



212 Cbriji the Ohje^ of ri^^m. Adoration, 

D I sc, FatJ^er, but iaan iramcdigctc^drei^.to the 

^"■- Son,— (" Then Thomas answered, an4 

" faid unto bim) — My I^i4f^ and ^y 

-GodV* ' \ . ' : ' 

For cbnfider well with jp\3Lrfelycs---if 
wc Are to worlhip only the X^fprd^ our G^ 
as the primitiye Chriftians profidJed to dp; 
and if wc are, yet, to worfliip Chrift^ as 
they aUb profefled to doj mviil it not of 
neceffity follow, that Chrift w tibc ^Lor4 

pur Grod ? 

.-■ * *k 

If millions of his fervants, from aH 
the different parts of the world, are to in- 
voke him by prayer, and he hews the 
prayer of the heart, as well as that of iht 
lips, muft he not be omnifcieilt and bmni-" 
prefent, to do this ? The argument has 9f- 
ten been urged with fuccefs againft laint- 
wbrihip. It holds equally f&ong againft 
creature- worfliip. 

If St Rml blaii\cd the heathen/ tecaufc 



$mi thr^ri very God. fil 

v^e acctd|omed to ^vc their :beaedi(^ii% p i s c. 
uut conccnwng whom St. John feys, that, * 
^* whatever twfvalk;x>f him aocording to 
" his willy we fhall have the petiticms 
" we defired of him ;** He, who was 
worihipped by men, without reproving 
diiem for it,. 9n wrtb, and to whom, in 
heaven, aU:>t|^ angelic hofts, with the 
rpirit$ ofi th^< jT^Qfiied, and the whole 
creation, of Go4 give glosy" and hodottf ; 
He, whom thai church iiiiiveriat-pn> 
feffed, from the beginning, to adoi»j and 
into whofe hands the dying martyrs, from 
Stephen downward, committed> their de- 
parting fjpiritsf.Hc^ to wlvofe ieiviee thd 
worlhip, with that of the >Fatfaer' atfd 
the Holy Gboft, every Chri&ian is dedi^ 
Gated, in baptiim; that* this peiibn is, 
indeed, what St. Paul certainljB ffyles hkn; 
/^ God over all, blefled for- ^cver^ ;- - a»d 
tint we all:nia§r,;aftd ought. to niet^ 
words of St. Thomas, uttered no^:* as: 'is 
pretended^ by way of ezdaxnation to the 

i . . ^1 Rom. ix. 5. 

^ % Father, 




'But ^ not the Seiipttui^ ^SSStm, th£t 
CJhrift is to be ■wdrfliipped %i*fcilfequten€« 
of hk fufferings^ and exaltadon, and t9i^ 
power with which he was then inveftcd ? 
Undoubtedly. And do not the fame 
SeripturoB inform 'us, that G<»d *«e4s wor- 
llit^{)ed m confoquencc of his haviftg 
Ci e ate d Ae >p^rld, when the itK^rning 
ftatrs ifeng togctihcr, arid all the fonfe of 
Gbd ^flifeuted for joy? H& was tiieri 
trwfttfppcd in the new relatioft of Greatb*^ 
as €3irift Was 'Troxihipped iipoSt his ^feft*^ 
fion, in the new relatiott ttf Redfeeffda^: 
But Cfod was Worfliipped before th<i' wc»W 
Was' created, and will be Worfhipped^.aftfcir 
it's diflblution. The Son of G^od-'was 
l^orfluppcd bcfwre he entered iipoti ' the 
Wort of Redemption. He had glory with 
the Fatfeer before the foundation of the 
•miria *; he txifted '' ih ihe Trt*rfk)f iSbd,'^ 
Ibcfbre he exifted in the <*lifceh*fs of 
*^ man;** that is, he was God, before he 
^ra^ man : -imd, as -Grid,- -he will be 

^ John xvii. $• 

worfhipped 



^^'6ndfb^tfbre'vi^ •"• Ut^ 



ratfjr gave divine -Wbrtlnp to thofe WM J>»»c. 
were libt (Stifts by tiature*, ihall we }St ^^'' 
blamelcfe, wfech we worfhip Chrift, uiJels 
he be by nature God ^? 

If divine* worfhip be due to Chrift, muft 
he hot be p^efled of that divine dignity 
tod excellence, which arc the proper 
foundation of it ? And can thefe be 
omuhunidELted to a creature ? Between 
the creature and it*s Creator, and the 
honour due refpeAively to each^ n)uft 
not the difference be ever infinite ? Spci- 
nils, who held Chrifl: to be a mere man^ 
and yet held divine worfhip to be due 
to ]hum^ was confounded and iilenced 
oy this very argument, in a conference 
with one of his difciples *, who carried 
his principle to it*s proper conclufibnj and 
denied Chrifi: to be at all the objc<^ of di- 
Vine worfhip. 



.* .Mil 4^011 Wi>Gf0if« . , ' ♦»«! 0wc» 

' « Fnmkciiius. ' Sec an abftraft of Ac difpute, in Biihop 

Bull's Primitiva ct Apoftolica Tmdiuo dc Jcfu ChrifS Di- 

vinitatc« cap. vi. p. 393« 




St 4 Cbrift tk t>i^ df^tSgikit Mdoratim, 

But ^ not the Seiipttui^ ^K^, tfcdt 
€!hrift is to be ■wdrfliipped fe*-fcilfeq\:<cn€« 
of his fufferings^ and exaltadoti, and t9i^ 
power with which he was then invdited ? 
Undoubtedly- And do not the fame 
8icripturoB ihfbrm us, that GnA "Wk^ wbr- 
fttf>{)6d in confoquence of Ms haviftg 
a te att ed Ae "World, when the iii^)rmng 
ftars ifeng togctiher, and all the fonfe of 
^bd flibuted for joy? He was tfeeri 
trerihi|)ped in the new relation of Greatb^; 
« Chrift was worfhipped \i^n Ms '^Icftfr- 
fion, in the new relation ttf RedfeefrfsK 
Bht Crod was worfhipped before the wofM 
Was' cfefeted, and will be Worshipped .aftfer 
it's diflblution. The Son of God was 
^oirfhippcd bcfwre he entered' iipoh the 
Wort of Redemption. He hatf glory with 
tiie Father before the foundation of the 
#oria *; he exifted '' ih ihe fcA*rfiof Gbd,'^ 
fccfbre he exifted in the <*lifcen*fi of 
** man ;** that is, he was God, before he 
^ra^ mam : tiind, as -Gdd; *fi© ^wlll be 

^ John xvii. J. 

worfhipped 



ttoxial kingdom^ ai Mcffiah^ ihaUbo.'Ht.«|i _^^^\ 

.end I* -i . - .,. 



The worihippeis of Chrifl are charged 
with idolatry* ; If he be a mere fxian, or^ 
ixuleed^ if he be a creature^ there is foun«* 
dation. for the charge. But if^ at. his 
birth, " God" was " mamfeft in the 
f'-flefh^^" of what crime are they guih^^ 
who deay him .the honour due tx>'faim, 
aad turn his humiliation, on th^ir acconnt^ 
into an. argument againft his DiviniCf t 
And kt^it/ be vcbferved, that if we^«vi^ 
guilty of idolalay, the whole cfaurc^ir a£ 
Ckriii has been guilty of it, in the gi^eft 
inanner, frcvn the days of the ApofHes to 
Ak {)reient hour. 

y^- ^ ' -'■ 

r >It hadb. been averted, tlvit the woffliip 

of-Clirift; ifr inconiiiiient :Mrith }m office 

^ Mediator, But why I It fcems xathir 

ta be implied^ than exdiided^ i|;iee,b 






i^v, ^ ^4 Mediator 




9t6 CJhj/l tU OijiS tft^mut^iiAhratian^ 

'^fedwitf* msK roifiinnnicate ilwcL* .janro 
i|WrtiM:; and our mediod of tXMnrimuiuoxtii:^ 
with CbitSt muft be by prajing to hbon* 
Is there any contradidion^ or incongnuty, 
is tiie omdud of our deyotioos^ if . jwe 
fianetimcs befeech the Father: to: pardon 
«nd blefs us» for the iake of his dear Son : 
and,, at other times^ intreat the Son to 
iNsftofv: upon ua thofe mercies^ whichf the 
Fadicr haa granted for his iake2.; :The 
Amecia io^ be. faid of the S^aaot andohis 
eofoforts, rgJLvea by the Fathec^ tioaKiiigh 
the. Son. In one "word ; fif !thft.^Jdi?yaIlc 
pttfontj in the osoonomy . of: nxan^s-^r^* 
demptian^ have graciouily eondeicrrided 
toa^umc thefe offices^ and ta a6l.mHdii^e 
clmaifteni. fliail we therc^Dre : :&y^ they 
are not d&Yine ? This confideaUioa& akme 
ieema to afford a general. and iatbfadotry 
^wa to all the objodionav^iaunded^ on 
tots/ which intixnate difparityjaad 
t which fpeak of:\)tbi^&^ici^ 
Mmgii^fmiAtk^ lU[Le4*^iib«^iVmoiirnf|d 
ia tiie refleAicH^ thflt tfaia wagy>ooiifidcra- 
tion^ which idugbt to fil «w iicarta widi 
••*j.!i>'i'^- - wonder^ 



tii^ axid tdba Spint tl]fcat':confota8te8 lis. to 
glory and immortslitfi-^^Lonl, what is 
maxt ! befaoMv with' compaffion, hisifnife- 
vahk. depnmt^ f and open his eyes^ thatiie 
Jingr b^K^d: it himfelf ! ■ .• -r ^ 

*• '■.■.••■ s t^- ...... . . . .:.::h 

n: Bat7r)u^:>my brcthipn (I addreis myiclf 

"txii the 3K)iingcr part of my au(tiencc)^.ihaTe 
tiiot ib tnkamed Chrift. You kncran&m 

^wkont yom ba^re believed; tukd youioDOW 
the inqxirtance of believing Him^to:)Jbfc, 
"vrhatiie really ». The qaeftion wsTha^re 

^been diioxfiing/ is not: of a triiUng* or ih- 

^di&mtit^ nature.:^ It Tehttes-to tfae>i|3riate 
'and leading article of^ all reh^on*' v>«itiis 

'^not^ a. jpomt-^of fpeculation moreij: oht 
da% pradixsei is concerned in it's detenooii* 

.^ation^^/caccandiiig to whidi^ we ara>ilad 

oekherttoihonour, or to da^Ba^onma^ouik^Ujt* 

xyAi^rrm^ A iMbKls.hoaeft. and ingeiuieiis^ilike 

^.3?tmn^itwilljih4-no di£^^ 

- figbfc jwdgiyaait lymlho {vkydBu ' ^In^kdn 



2ZO Cbryitbe Olye&, &c. 

DISC, iakc. No temptation could prevail upon 
^ the Lord, in the hour of fuffering and 
fbnoWf to relinqiiifli his gracio:iiis pufpofis 
and defert the caufe of his difciples ; let 
no temptation prevail upon them to defert 
and difown the caxife of their Lord. Would 
any man perfuade you to refufe divine wor- 
Ihip to your Redeemer T Rejeft the attempt 
(whoever makes k^with a noble fcorn; 
and whatever others may think, or however 
they may ad, upoi^ the occaii(Hi> do.you 
call to mind the generous , confeffipn ut- 
tered by the martyr Polycarp, when the 
Roman Proconful had inrged him to dijpxy 
Chrift. — '^ Fouricore and fix ycais ({aid the 
<* venerable old biAiop) iiave I fervcd him> 
'.' and never yet recmved any thing but 
M good at his hands: how> then, fhall 
^-' I now blafpheme my King and my 
uSaviour'^r 

\ MartyrimnPoIycarpi apud Cotclcr. Patr. Apoftol. t;..U^ 
p. 19S. 



^ , . . .* *■ . V "' * f y \* <» ■J 



and' therefore very^oi, ^i^ 

why Ihbuld any man continue ignorant of i> i s c, 
ifeftt, which is fo fodtl, and fo ftalily known? ^'^* 
Bfc tonyerfent' Ih the Scriptu^sy and ac- 
ii5[tiamt yourfelves Well with the dotftrine 
attd the prittftiee tX Ae church, ih it'i 
earfieft aSftd ptireft de^i, whin you firft 
eftter upStt the niiniflry ; and the efforts oF 
urihappily miiguided men will in vain hi 
ifttrvi^iSis Verted, to^ove you from thcJ 
M>ek of your falyation. Remember Jcfiis 
Gh*ift> the feme yefteiday, to-day, and for 
ever 5 'ahd confider how great things he 
hitfi ddite for you'; things, which, had 
thuSifhetti left for a cfeaturte to feffeft, had 
been unteffcifted at this hour i they muft 
have ewfed, to ttefmty ^ ^* none of them 
** ten by any means redeem his hrottier, or 
''^ give to God a rar^feni for him."' To 
triflihold prayer froni your* -Saviour, is 
impious perverfenefs ; to withhold prtife' 
and thanksgiving, is impious ingratitu4P* 
Heaven rdbunds with Salvation to th*^ 
Lamb triumphant ; and Ihall earth be ful- 
lenly filent ? Chrift rejoiced in his afftic^^ 
tions, and cfteemed them glory, for your 

lake. 



2ZO Cbrift the Oiyea, &c. 

DISC. iakc. No temptation could prevail upon 

VII 

^ the Lord, in the hour of iuffenng and 
{oSTOW, to relinqiiifli his gracio^ pufpoics 
and defert the cauie of his difciples; let 
no temptation prevail upon them to defert 
and difown the caxife of their Lord. Would 
any man perfuade you to refufe divine vi^or- 
Ihip to your Redeemer T Rejcft the attempt 
(whoever makes k^with a noble icorn; 
and whatever others may think, or however 
they may ad, upoi^ the occaii(Hi>.do,you 
call to mind the generous. €On&{]ipQ ut- 
tered by the martyr Polycarp, when the 
Roman Proconiul had urged him to df^ny 
Chrift. — *' Fouricore and fix yeai»-(iaid the 
^^ venerable old bkfhop) have I i^ed him, 
f< and never yet received any tlung but 
V good at- hu hands: how> then, fhall 
^J I now blaipheme my King and my 
<r Saviour'^?" 

- * Huty mm folywpi apud Cotclcr. P^tr. ApoftoJ. t;.. u* 
p.'i9S« 
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DISCOURSE vm. 



A FAST SERMON. 



DEUT. 



XXtlh 9. 



H^en the hofi goetb forth againfi thine etiemies^ 
• "then keip Ihee from every wicked thin^. 

AS - atmnifter of that Gofpd /which disc. 
was feft publiflied by the Prince of vi"> 
P^ce^ who Qame to reooncile all things in 
heaven and e^th» and bequeathed peace^ 
4s his laft and beft le^acy^ to his difcipl^s; 
I could rather have wiflicd^ it mi^t hive 
been my province to congratulate you:^s 
day on the approach of it*s re-cftablilh- 
ment in the world ; on the deliglitAil 
profpcft of times, when the whole earth 
ihould once more fit quiet, and be at 
leifure to attend to better things, than 



ZZ2 * A Fafi Sermon^ 

DISC, ingenious and weH ccmc^rted plahs ofmu^ 

\ tual deflru^lion ; when " nation fl)^o\iId not 

^' Hft up fword ;|E|gamft natbn^^neitiftQr 
" ihould they leam war any more/* 
Thcfc ought to be the cfFeds of Re- 
ligion ; thefe would be it's efFedls, were it 
univerfally undcrftood and pra6Ufcd ; thefe 
will be it's efFe^, at a more aufpicious 
aera of the chrifHan church, and in a happier 
clime, as all the jtophets have foretold, 
which have been ifince the world began. 

Let none, meanwhile, be offended and 
ftumblo at that ftumbling-ftone laid in 
their way by the frequency of wars amoqg 
nations profeffing Chriffianity. They owe 
not their ori^ to Religion, but to the 
want of iti The fault is in the ground, 
not in the feed, which is good, but is 
either ftolcn away, or withered, or choked* 
by the paffions growing up with it, and 
£xnetimes, even making it the caufe, the 
very iimocent caufe, of thofe diflei^ns 
and anxoiofities^ which it was defigned for 
ever to extirpate, i ^^ Whence, conacc wars 

"and 
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^ Mid fightings among ycm ? Come Acy di^c* 
^ not hdtica, even of your defites," which 
ywur Region fliotdd ttortify and ibbdoe ? 
Doubdeis^ the fight of Cbriftianf Cstbth 
Kc, Faitifuly and Apoft^lic princes^ fending 
their numer^s regiment* to flaughtcr one 
another* in the field of batde, forms a 
ihocking contri^ to the fpirit of the meek 
and lotvly Jefiis -^{o Ihocking, that ibmc 
have been thereby induced to maintain the 
titter unlawrfolnefs of all war. But what 
then is to be done t^^ Who can prevent a 
reftlefs and ambitious ibite from attacking 
it's neighbour ? In thefe circumflances, 
i^^ men muft either defend thenxfdves^ 
er be defehded by others, or God muft in- 
terpofe miraculouily in their defence, or 
idl muft quietly iubnnt to conqueft and 
capdrvity by an unjuft invader. Had this 
laft been intended, that rigid moraliii:, the 
Bs^tiil, would not have regulated, but 
prohibited the military profeffion; tm 
wottUk;Giirifiians have &rved^ as we know 
l^aitj^^di^ witii fideli^ and diligence, ixi 
tiu: armies of the Pagan cmpeiars« 

The 
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The lawfulnefi of a war muft therefore 
be refted now,*undcr the Gofpel, upon the 
fame foot on which it hath erer flood 
from the beginning, namely, the juitice of 
It ; and upon a fuppoiitioh that our qiufe 
)s good — as we humbly trufl it is — ^we 
may undoubtedly accept the permiffion, or 
rather comxniffion, implied in the iirfl 
words of the text ; " When the hoft goeth 
^* forth againft thine enemies" — The peo- 
ple of God may ftill be brought under a 
neceffity of engaging in war, defenfive or 
offenfive, to maintain their rights, or to 
avenge their wrongs; and that, whether 
againii: foreign enemies, or rebellious iiib- 
jeds : much more, if the latter, after 
having ereAed the ftandard of indepen- 
dency, Ihould unite with the former, and 
exclaim concerning thofe who nourilhed 
and brought them up, like the children of 
Lot, when Aflur had acceded to the 
League — " Come, and let us root alio 
^^ them out, that they may be no more a 
f ^ people ; and that the name of Ifirael may 
^' be no .more in remembrance V\ In cir-s 
. ; cxmiftances 
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cumftances like thefe, I fay, -when all b at ©i *c. 

VI I f 

ftake^ the peojfle of God may carry on a 1 

war, as the only means left them to obtain 
ah honourable and permanent peace, which, 
in many cafes, can Only be the fruit of vic- 
tory ; and heroes lilight again be celebrated 
by an Apoftle (fhbuld fuch heroes arife, 
with an Apoftle to celebrate them) who, 
through faith, had' " fubdued kingdoms/* 
as well as *^ wrought righteoufnefs." 

Between thefe two achievements, feem- 
ingly fo very different (and often, ' alas, 
really fb !) the latter part of the text 
points out a nearer cpnnedHon, than might, 
perhaps, have been imagined ever to lub- 
fift- " When the hoft goeth forth againft 
"thine enemies, then keep thee from 
*^' every wicked thing/* If, even with 
right on thy fide, thou wouldeft conquer 
and triumph, remember to prepare the 
way by repentance and reforhiation. If 
thou defireft to become; ^^^tf, let ambition 
firft excite thee to' be good. The quaUties 
are: afibciated in the flyle imperial of hea* 
Q ven — • 
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pisc, vcn — " the Lord of Hosts — thenotf 

]_ " One of Ifrad/' The characters therefore 

of the Warrior and the Chriftian are not 
incompatible. The firft convert to the 
Gofpel from among the nations was a 
military man; Cornelius the centurion. 
That profeffion may unite with the clerical^ 
in the common caufe^ and the General 
may ftill go forth, as of old, with the Pro- 
phet by his fide. While the hands of 
Jofhua are extended in the field, thofe of 
Mofes may be elevated in prayer; and the 
minifters of Religion may animate the 
people to overcome the adverfary without 
them, by oppofing and vanquifliing, as a 
preliminary ftep, the enemy within them, 
the moft dangerous enemy both to indi- 
viduals and commumties. 

What God has thus joined together it is 
the error of the times to put afunder ; to 
think only of our fleets and armies, and to 
forget our feith and pra<ftic^. The« are 
few to whom it occurs, that the latter can 
have aay influence on the fucc^ of the 

former^ 
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former. Fleets and armies tnuft tin- Disc, 
doubtedly go forth ; they tniift have pay ; ^"^' 
they muft have provifioh ; they muft have 
arms ; they milft have fkilful leaders : but 
when all thfc arrangements are made; if 
Gfod go not forth w^ith them, vain is the 
help of mto ! ^' The horfe is prepared" — . 
he ought to' be prepared — *' againfi the 
** da;y of b&trtle ; but falvatioh is of the 
^' Lord." This idea, which never fliould 
be abftnt frorti our minds, and the cor- 
refpondent aff6ftion which it is calculated 
to awakeh ta riiem, are exprefled, in one 
of the prayers tifed upon thele occafions, 
with a propriety, dignity, and pathos, 
which nothing caft exceed — -nothing can 
withftand. " O Lord God of our lalvation, 
*' in whofe hands are the iffues of life and 
'' death, of good and evil, and without 
" whofe aid the wifeft cotirifels of frail 
*' man, and the multitude of an hoft, and 
^' all the inftruments of war, are but weak 
** and' vain ; incline thine ear, we pray 
*^ thee, to the earned and devout fuppli- 
** catidns of thy fervants ; Who not con- 
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D IS c./^ fiding in the fplendour of any thing that, 

1 " is great, or the ftability of any thing, 

" that is ftrong here below, do moft- 
" humbly flee, O Lrord, unto thee for 
** fuccour, and put their truft under the 
*^ fhadow of thy wings.'* Thefe have been 
the fentiments of Britons from age to 
age ; and let them continue to be {o, till 
time and the world Ihall finiih their courfe 
together. In uttering them, we fpeak the . 
words not of fuperftition, bigotry, or en-, 
thufiafm, but of truth and fobemefs, if 
there be a God who governs the world ; 
and if there be not, why do we faft and 
pray ? — '* Let us eat and drink, for to- 
^' morrow we die ;*' we perilh for ever^, 
and become as if we had never been born. 
The doftrine of Epicurus is embraced, for. 
the fake of the inference drawn from it.. 
But we have been better inftruifted ; and 
therefore let the Soldier, as well as the 
Chriftian, put on his armour with prayer 
and fupplication. If, on the contrary, 
" when the hoft goeth forth,*' it Ihould 
carry prodigality, vice, and profan^ne/s, 

with 
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i)»ith it, abrpad, and they who lend it disc. 

forth Ihould praAife the fame at home, 1 

what hope could remain ? ^' Wouldeft 
" not thou, O our God, be angry with 
'* tis, till thou hadft coniumcd us, fo 
^' that there ihould be no remnant, nor 
*' cfcaping?" 

For let us refleft, what an aggravation 
it mull needs be of national wickednels in 
the fight of God, if it Ihould be fufFered to 
increafe, or even to continue the lame, at 
luch a feafpn as this. 

War, in it's own nature, is a Ipecies of 
juftice, of correftive jyftice. It is intend- 
ed to be fuch, by thofe who enter into it, 
as deeming themfelves to have been ag- 
grieved, and finding no odier method of 
obtaining redrefs. But — Thou that un- 
dertaken to correal offences in others, 
doft thou abandon thyfelf to the like ? 
Thou that goeft about to phaftife thy 
fellow lubjeft for rebellion againft his 
cMthly Ibvereign, art thou a rebel againft 



VIII. 
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DISC, the King eternal, inomortal, invifible? 

VTTT ^ 

This would be really cafting out evil 
fpirits through their prince. The man 
mxift be hardened indeed, who feels no 
compunAion, when punilhing his brother 
for crimes, which he allows in himielf. 
Sin, at any time, is fin ; but when we are 
infliAing vengeance upon it in others — as 
the Apoftle moft eniphatically exprcffes 
himfelf, " it becomes exceeding finfuL" 

If wc confider war, as it refpeAs God, 
we may recollcft, that peace is ever clafied 
among the choiceft of thofe bleffings, 
which he beftows upon a favoured people^ 
whofe felicity in the enjoyment of it is 
beautafuUy reprefented by the circumftance 
of converting their military weapons into 
implements of agriculture ; " beating their 
" fwords into plowlhares, and their fpears 
«* into pruning hooks." What idea then 
arc we taught to conceive of war \ Lan- 
guage finks under the prophetical writers, 
and creation feems unable to fiipply them 
with an adequate image, when tbey at- 
tempt 
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tempt to dcfcribc it*s horrors. It is com- 
pared to a " thrcftiing inftrumcnt of iron :' 
it is ftyled, " the rod of God's wrath ; the 
*' hammer which breakcth the whole earth 
'^ in pieces :" it is faid to be a *' dalhing 
** two kingdoms together, like potters vef^ 
^ fels," to the deftruftion of one — perhaps, 
of both. Ambition, intereft, or a love of 
novelty, may, for a while, regard it as Iport; 
but moft affuredly, if it laft long, it will be 
found a very ferious matter ; fwoet, per- 
haps, in the mouth; but afterwards bit- 
temefs itfelf. It's effefts may not be^ thought 
of at the time, while the wound is warm j 
but when it comes to grow cold, and feller, 
and perhaps is turning to a gangrene, they 
will be felt, and mourned, for ages and 
generations. Smarting under this fearful 
rod of the divine difplealiire — {o fearful, 
that a king of Ifrael preferred pelHlence 
before it — dare we go on to violate the 
divine laws, in deipite of grace, in defiance 
of power ? " Do we provoke God to an- 
^ ger ? Are we ftrongeir than he ?*' Now, 
at Icaft, let us forbear to add fin to fin. 

Q 4 ^tA 
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DISC. And that more efpcciaUyi bccaufe it is ila^ 

^ which delivers this rod into the chaften- 

ing hand of the Ahnighty. It is for the 
tranlgreffions of a people, that God fuffcrs 
thefe divifigns of Reuben to arife within, 
and ftirs up the fpirit of princes to take 
peace from the earth without ; that com- 
mercial ftates are fhorn by him of their 
accumulated wealth (to ufe the energetic 
language of Ifaiah), " with an hired razor;'* 
that he waftes their ftrong men, and caufes 
the loud lamentations of the widow and 
the fatherleis to be heard in all their bor- 
ders; that he commiffions war to march 
through a land, with terror and amaze- 
ment in the van ; famine, difeafe, and de- 
folation, in the rear. If, then, fin be the 
furfeit, and war the difeafe occafioned by •. 
it, inftead of entering upon a falutary re- 
gimen, for the recovery of national health, 
fliall we continue '' daily to drink iniquity^ 
^ like water ?"— God forbid ! 

There is yet another argument, which 
may come home to the bofoms of many 

who 
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who hear me. In the hoft, when it goeth disc. 
forth, you have, perhaps, a relation— a ^^^^* 
near one— a father — a brother — a Ion — 
a friend, dear as life itfelf — for whofe lafe 
return you are bound by the tendercft ties 
to wilh, and in expeftation of the events 
bett¥een hope and fear, pafs many an anxi- 
ous and Ibrrowful hour. That event will 
turn upon the favour of Heaven, which 
may depend in part, at leaft, upon your • 
faith and obedience. The bleffing may be 
denied you, becaufe you deferve not that 
it ihould be granted. For relations and 
friends in ftich a fituation, you probably 
fpmetimes become an humble advocate in 
the cloiet, and lift up your hands to God 
above, in a prayer of interceffion ; and we 
know that "the effedlual fervent prayer 
^^ availeth much." But in order to it's 
luccefs, the hands io lifted up muft be ^ 
" pure hands ;" the prayer muft be that 
" of a righteous perfon," For this ireafon, 
if for no other — for your brethren and 
companions' fake — for the lake of your 
country, which involves in it all other re- 
lations 
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DISC, lations and connexions, be periliaded, that 

^^^^' virtue and piety make the patriot ; and 

therefore, '^Wlftn the hoft goetii forth 

^' againft thine enemies, then keep thee 

<* from every wicked thing.'* 

Thefc obfcfrvations may fuffice to illuf- 
trate and confirm the dodrine of the text, 
€hat a time of war (hould be a time of re- 
formation. But it may be aiked, what is 
to be the nature of this reformation, and 
wherein is it to confift ? An anfwer may 
be returned to this queftion in the conclud- 
ing words of the text ; '^ Keep thee from 
*' every wicked thing ;" forfake all evil, and 
be upon your guard againft the return of 
it : but as fome fins, like fome difeafes, are 
more prevalent and contagious at certain 
times, and in certain places, than others, 
mark well the abominations which dif- 
criminate and disgrace the age and the 
country in which you live, and be more 
efpecially upon your guard againft them, 

» 

" Jehovah," faith the divine Pfalmift, 

'' Ipokfeth 
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f ^ looketh from heaven, he beholdeth all i> i s c. 
^* the fbns of men ; from the place of hi$ '^^^^*^ 
*' habitation he looketh u|)on all the inha- 
" bitants of the earth ; and coniidereth all 
'* their works/' He looketh, then, on all 
the inhabitants of this land; he conii- 
dereth all ,TH£iR works. And when thus 
he looketh, what doth he behold ?~t. 

He beholdeth a great people, much de- 
generated, and daily more and more dege* 
Berating, from that noble iimplicity, and 
manly integrity, which charadlenied the 
manners of their venerable anceftors ; de- 
praving their minds by the adoption of bad 
principles, enfeeWing their bodies by vice 
and effeminacy, fquandering their fortunes 
at the gaming table, and then, by an a£t 
of violence, in the rage and fury of defpair, . 
rulhing forth to meet their judge. 

He beholdeth that virtue, which can* 
ftitutes the excellency and dignity of the 
other lex, which is to it protection and or- ^ 
nament, a robe and a diadeih, in danger of 

bein^ 
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DISC, being totally laid a£de, wlrilc the courts 
^"'' are crowded with trials for conjugal infide- 
lity. 

He bcholdcth an enormous and fenfelcfe 
lu»iry, ftill increafing with the diftreflcs 
of the times> accompanied by a diflipation, 
depriving it*s votaries of attention to all 
that is wife, and great, and good. 

• He beholdeth his ordinances neglected ; 
his fabi>atihs' profaned ; his facraments dii^ 
paraged ; his temples forfaken ; his minif- 
ters defpifed; his religion torn in pieces 
by contending {^&,s, while there fecms 
to be fcarcely enough of it, for each of 
them to take a little; the infidel openly 
reviling, or covertly mocking ; the faith; 
onjce delivered to the faints deferted for 
the dregs of Socinianifm ; a {^t of rhen, 
ftyling themfelves pbilojophersj wantoning 
indl the paradoxical abfurdities of fcepli- 
dfin, leaving usi between them, neither 
miftttisr nor fpirit, neither body nor foiil, and^ 
doing their bejfk endeavours, in; their lives 
i -: and 



• 
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aud aftor ,thei]: deaths^ to render \is a p i s c* 
natiop lifterally "without God, in the ^"^^ 
^rworid." 

I would not defignedly aggravate — and 
1 eftecm it my boundcn duty on this day 
not to extenuate — I fear you acknowlege 
the leading features of the times to be 
drawn from life. 



And is it matter of wonder — ^|s it mat- 
ter of offence, that a day Ihould be ap- 
pointed by royal proclamation, " for a 
•^general fast and humiHation before 
*' Almighty God, to be obfervcd in mofl: 
** devout and iblemn nianner, by lending 
*' up our prayers and fupplications to the 
*^ divine Majelly, for obtaining pardon for, 
" our fms, and for averting thofe heavy 
" judgments which our manifold provoca- 
*^ tions have fo juftly deferved Y\ is it 
matter of wonder, that we ihould be 
puniflied by the revolt of our provinces ? 
That we fliould meet with fo many 
crofles^ and find fg many difficulties, in re^ 

ducing 



• 
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pisc. (lucing them? That vrell appointed af- 
' jnies, under abte generals, (hoxdd, for /b 
long a time together, have done notlung, 
or worfc than nothing ? That the com- 
mon enemies ihotdd ftize the opportunity? 
That their fleets flioidd overfpread thtf 
ocean, and appear upon our coafts with 
the vauntings of Egypt — ^' I will purfiie, 
^^ I will overtake, I will divide the fpoil ?** 
That we ihould be left alone in the 
contcft, while the nations aroimd us ftand 
ftill m iUent amazement, waiting the 
event? Wafte not the time in fruitleis 
complaints of this misfortune, or that 
accident; this minifter, or that com- 
mander; but lay the blame where it is 
due, upon national wickednefs, which has 
called down national calamities* 

But we are ftill preferved, and pre- 
iervcd, we truft, for a happy deliverance^ 
at laft, out of all our troubles. At the 
critical moment of our humiliation, when 
llH the conSri<ftion was rendered complete, 
that •* we could not truft in our hem, 

u it 
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•* it was not 6ixr fword that could help i> i s c. 
'^us/' the deftroying ang^l went forth, ^"^V 
and fwcpt away the flower and ftrcngth 
of the adverfe navy by iickneis. The in- 
iblence of the enemy in another <juartcf 
has been iince repreffed by the cool and 
determined valour of our countrymen* 
The ftorm, that feemed to be gathered, 
and ready to burft forth in a neighbouring 
kingdom^ is pafled over, and gone ; the 
time of rejoicing is there come, and the 
cheerful voices of gratitude and induftry' 
tefound on every fide. Nor doubt we, 
but that the little temporary uneafinefles 
and di£]uictudes here, thole clouds In 
our En^iih atrtiofphere, will, ere long, 
by the fame prudential and lidutary coun-' 
fels, be difperfed, and fcrenity and tran* 
quillity reftored among us. 

Let the prodigal then return unto his 
heavenly Father, and he will receive him. 
Let us tak^ with Us words> arid turn to- 
the Lord our God. Let us donfefs his m 
power, adore hb goodnefs, and' intreat ^ 

hU 
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DISC, his mercy : let us revere his '%^, obfeiirc 
^^^^\ his fabbaths, attend his ordinances, and 
partake his iacraments: let ovir faith be 
blamelefs, and produce it's proper fruits, 
righteoufnels and holinefs, temperance and 
purity, patience and refignation, felf knoW- 
lege and felf government : let wifiiom 
and ferioufiiefs once more be the glory 
of Engliflimen, and folly and vanity fly 
aviray — to the place from whence they 
came. 



One thing is. yet behind— and oh that 
tny voice could reach the remoteft corners 
of the land, to proclaim to all it*s inhabit- 
ants the wilhes of Britain, that her chil- 
dren w^ould dwell together, in unity ; %hat. 
they woiild not employ their fliining ta- 
lents, and exteniive attainments/ merely in 
thwarting each other; that they would 
npt revive old jcaloufies and animofities, 
or ibw new ones ; that they would abolifh 
enmity, and ifarain every nerve in the 
profecution of this only contention — 
who Ihall ftand firft,. and do moft feivice, 

in 
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in the caiiic of their King, and their disc. 
Country. 2^ 

Such is the nature of the reformation to 
be delired. Blefled are the eyes that Ihall 
fee it; but ftill more bleffed the hands 
that Ihall have contributed to effedjt! 
Viewed in the aggregate, it may feem dif- 
ficult — it may feem impoffible. But let 
us divide the taik among us, and it will 
become eafy. Let each of us undertake 
for ONE, and let us begin to-day. '* Then 
*' will the Lord be gracious to his inherit- 
*' ance, as in the ancient days, in the 
^^ generations of old ; the Lord will make 
*' our way prolperous^ and we jfhall have 
"good fuccefs ;'* we have had fome-^— we 
fliall have more — " the Lord will give 
*' STRENGTH imto his people ; the Lord 
" will give his people the blefling of 

'^ PEACE." 



• 
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DISCOURSE IX. 



A FAST SERM6N. 



ISAIAH XXVI. 9, 

JVben iby judgments are in the earthy the inhabitatas 
of the world will learn righteoufnefs. 



I 



N that part of Ifaiah's Prophecy, which p i s c. 



is comprehended between the thir- 
teenth and twenty-third chapters, inclu- 
iively, the fate of feveral cities and coun- 
tries b denounced. Stationed for the 
purpofe, by divine command, in his watch* 
tower on mount Sion, and from thence call- 
ing bis eye over the different ftates and em- 
pires in that part of the globe, the prophet 
is made, to behold, in vifion, the judgments 
of the Almighty prepared for them. He 
/ces the mighty tempeft ^ling, in an 
awful manner, around the horizon, and 



IX* 
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r>tsc. falling fucccffively, as the tranfgrcffions of 
each called it down^ on Babylon, Philiftia^ 
Moab, Damafctw, . Egypt, . and Tyre. At 
length, as there is no relpe<5l of perfons 
with God, he perceives the ftorm ap- 
proaching Judea itfclf, and the whole 
weight of the divine difpleafure impending 
on the chofen people, for their wickednefs 
and apoflaiy. The defplation induced 
thereby on the holy land makes the fub- 
jeft of the twenty-fourth chapter* Where 
it, is defcribed trith a fublimity of fenti-: 
ment and expreffion peculiar to the. iacred 
writings. There is no need to detain you 
by a minute enquiry into the particular 
period iuppofed to be intended. liaiah, as 
his leariied tranilator and expofitor has 
very juitly, observed, chiefly employs ge- 
neral linages ; iuch as fet forth the great* 
neis and univerfality of the ruin that was 
tp he broug^ht upon the country by thefe 
g^eat revolutions, involving ajl orders and 
4^ees of JQien, changing entirely the face 
d[ :things^ and deilroying the whole politfr^ 
both religious and^ civil j yet Vrith intima- 
tions 



laorrs of a rtthhdSnt • to be fev^d, and a disc* 

reftottilion to 'l>c'tit'tengA rfltftcd, by jS "' 

gloHotis eftablifliifaertt iiif the Tcingdom of 

God.-^Hkvihg thtis vti?%«d tliis cxtcnfire 

and intercftirtg^ ftfehe in all' it*s' parts aiid 

all ifs c6n{hqtkiii^,m int 

the itwenty^fifth rfiapttlr, mto a fong of 

praife, m-'i^rMcfe^^'Ris ft& to be 

xhofe j^Wfifeffcd \vifdi the' profpeft *ot fiitute 

tne^fties, than with ftie rec*>lfeftii6fti'of the 

part. The ^fiearenly' ftrairi ' is rellmied in 

iJic LVveifty-fixth chapter^ front "wh'ehcfr'the 

testis taken: " -"^ "' ;'•••" -" 

i ■ , - .'. ■•> • .•'•ol c i* ; ; v'r - 

A didhis of the iaithftA is Iftbfodticed, 
afcribmg^o '06d 'the"^loiy-6F;i«)teifliihg 
tJofti from their enemies r " ''W'i* have 'a 
** fhtmg city ; f^vation Ihafli lie effelJliAi 
«* for waHs and bid\varks." A procelEbt? 
is fteh, advancing; -fowairds tlt6 ietiif>Ii'/ 6f 
fhth-rwliofe fidelity 4iad been <»pt^etitotI 
' m-the 'day of ^lib 'cilariiity';ibi*^ 
iliitiiftttre' Aidrd 'attending 'sire comtiitttidra 
fo'^yethlem ii^ ^tttiAhte my* tWdwir^ 
*lliattficttii*<j|''T«l-arf pedte/ V^Opfehl y^, 
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DISC. '< tl\e gate», 9tA let fhetightebiis naticm 

'^.^ enter i oonftant in the tnith, flayed in 

^^ mind, thou (halt prefenrc^; thbm in 

*^ perpetual peace, becauie they haye 

' <^ truftcd in thee/* From this example, an 

exhortation is addrefled to the weak aod 

-- the waverings the timid and deipond- 

.:ing» to repoie their oHifidence in Him, 

; who can hruiie the ifaongeft enemy under 

^e feet of his people: ** TVuft ye in 

■^ Jehovah for ever ;- for , in the Lord 

/' Jdu>vah is never-failing protedion. For 

^* he hath humbled thofc that dwell on 

*^ high ; the lofty city he hath brought 

" her down: he hath brought her down 

'*' to the ground, he hath levelled her with 

** the duil. The foot fhall trample upon 

** her ; the feet of the poor, the fleps of 

*^ the needy.** A queftion might- be aiked, 

iV^ltjr the good Ihould fuffer with the bad ? 

•Anfwef . is letumed, that- nothing * can 

befal tbem, which is not proportioned tp 

their cafe, and calculated for their final 

[.J^^Mipfit :. ". yte , w»y of the,, .righteous is 

/' pq&<lly i^t; ^«m moft exa^y le^^ 

' " - . « veiled 



5f. jwrfleO; th^.path ^ tlje rigJitco\is\'' . The i> i * c. 

jccyafeflqrs^ .thus p^rii^d^ ^pf the wifdom -' ' 

.ftnd iw|uity;<)f God's <|MrQceedipgs, g^on to 

:.ddibribe. jn lyh^t .inanaer: and with what 

afio^^oQs .thej; ri^ceived his qhaiUienients^ 

paffing the cahn and iilent hours of the 

SUght> and t^e dawn of the morning, in 

.devout^ ni!^tatk>q and p^^yer^ and waiting 

patiently T .till the 'di\di\,e judgn^eqits ihoiUd 

;prQduce th^eir^ proper effedt^ in redaiming 

find reforming thofe who were the objects 

..of them : ^ ^^ Even in the way of thy 

V lawjs, O,: Jehovah, we h^ye jpl^e^ our 

'^ confidence in thy name; and. .u^ the 

" remenil>fance of thee is the dcffire^of our 

. f^ ibui. _ With my foiil have I defire^^thi^e 

** in the night; yea, with my inpioft 

" fpirit in tiie morn have I fought^ thecj. 

/r For when thy judgments are^ i^/the 

*^ parth, thp inhabitants of the, wpf Jd .Ifpf^j 

/' righteouihelsy ' ;r\.u- .. 

* The preceding ciUtions are made from the Bifhop of 
Lmfoh^t ci^fljulon, at exp^ng tbe ftnft of die^^^Ubl 

•jidUrgoatvfcteciwdjwdfton. :.. . •,,;..; ,j: 

• ■ - " •.' -> t . * • * 

:>-..;.■- ' R 4 ~ Give 
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' Give me leave to offer a fcW td/tt^ibns, 
fuitablc to the prefcnt oCcia&oii, <m dite 
Teacher, the School, and the Lfeflbti. 
The Tdacheir i^ God; the Sfchofel, iStistt 
of AtyttetioN ; Ae Leffon> RiGHTtbtJS- 

NESS- * 

I. When frohfi theft happy and ft- 
queftfei«d ftats we look abit)ad, 'and ab- 
quaint burfelves with vAiat is how paffihg 
aitmnd us, a real ftcne pf fcfeftts itftlC 
ttftmbling that vifioriairjr one eixihibitled 
to Hidah. The rage' of iiilan feertis to 
be contending with that of the witids 
and waves, which Ihall produce the great- 
eft d^ee of miftry upon tht earth : We 
ticar the- wa&in^ of afSiacd iflands, and 
*tkt crilSi of nations itl diftrefs. Aghaft, 
aihidft ft much havoc and devaftaitioh, the 
inind fhrihks back upon ilftif, a:nd aiks, 
anxiouily aiks, from whence proceeds fuch 
variety of wretchednefs ? Whoft hand^ 
impofts this load of ^woe upoft the htmian 
tdi» i . We miift reply, in die propheti- 
cal^ language^ it is ** thfe bul^hen of the 

'- ** I<ord/! 



^ lM*4f ' ti^o-goverta Ac we*M which he D is c. 
ciis&tcd. 



.The primary tJefigft of 4hefe Meihtikies 
is to diroft Mr iSiought^ Umidft 'the 
changes of this mortal life, to the fuperin- 
tending Providence of Him, who ordereth 
all tilings ari^t in heaven and earth. 
Dfefthute of this iflftmAive and comforta- 
ble cdtifidetation, We might flippofe the 
titliverfc to be imder the ttncontrduEable 
ififluence of fiends and ftiries, ^rti n g 
themfelves with the calamities of mankind; 
or we m^ht deify chanee, co nmiittii ^ the 
affairs df it to the blindeft of guides, 
inftead of that one all-powerful divine: in- 
telligence, which in the feme undivided 
inftant both iees and hears al} things. We 
might imagine wiWlds to have been pitapa-? 
gated in fucceffion, Uke ve^tables, whaie 
feed is in themfelves ; or, like animids^v^ 
Ow \ We might fancx ^^ •^ principle 



«" In like manher as a tree Hndi tt'9 icti into tte 
*' p^ighbouriog fields^ and. produces other (reet^ ^b the 
".^reat vegetable, the WcArti, <tr this'pllaetarjr lyfiem* 



X> iiSi<^-:to/^vc been coetemal with, and: indepen^ 

dftnt on, &e gtxxl one. We might^.aigu^ 

from the attributes of God againil the 

retflitjr of evil^ or ixova the prevalence of 

- evil againii: the eziftence of God. 

. But the fad is, we cannot reai^nably 
, doubt the exiitence of either. , For the ex- 

iXleace of God, the argument from. ^the 
..cffed to the caufe, or from, tl^.^rprk to 
..the workmafter, though m^ch labour ;}uis 
. hcen employed in a poilhumpus YQlu|:De 

to perplex and confound it, fiands firm and 
.irrefragable; nor can the incpmpetence of 

the human underflanding (limitpd as it is 

- ; V produces within itfelf certain (eeds^ which ^ng fcattered 

*' into the forrounding chaos^ vegetate into new worlds. 

'^ A comet, for inftance, is the feed of a World ; and afber 

. ** it has been fntly ripened, by paffing from fun to fo^i and 

" flar to flar, it is at laft tofled into the unformed elements 

' ** which every where farroond this univenfe, and immediate- 

•,ff ly Sprouts up into a new fyftem.— >Or if» for the fake of 

*f variety (for I fee no other advantage), we. Aould fuppofe 

«« this world to be an animal, a comet is the egg of this 

-"animal : and in like manner as an oftrleh 1^ it*» eggUn 

'^ the fand, which, without any farther care, hatches the 

^' cgg> And produces a new animal ; fo " Dialogues 

concerning Natural Religion, p. 132. 
•• ^ • • . • ■ • • 

\ \ti 
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ixi^it*<}ivicw&Qf Cfeated nature) to judge efi>t^sc. 

thjBJufc and oxpediencQ qf ibme. of .the ^^' 

/parts, ever be admitted by us, -wfaiU we 

^contkiue ia, our fcafes, a^ a proof tjbat Cbd 

did not xBake the whole. Eternal reaiba, 

furely, ipoke by the mouth of the apoiUe, * 

twhim he faid, '^ Every houfe i^ builded by 

^^ {amsi man ; but he that built (|11 things 

^^is GodV When we fee an edifice 

'calculated to anfwer various purpofes, and 

t:arrying in it all the marks of thought and 

de(^, we know it coul4 not have built 

itielf. The fenfelefs materials could never 

have prepared and arranged themii^ves in 

fuch order. The timber could not have 

moved, cut and Iquared, out of the foreft ; 

oor could the marble have advanced to 

^flaec|: it^; ,bfiwn and polilhed, from the 

^quarry. We conclude therefore that the 

J^wfe muft have had a builder : and we 

^apply the argument^ n fortmi, to the cafe 

jpf the world, and ifs Maker, God; the 

iuarks of thought and deftgn being here in- 

i, finitely 
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nisc^ fifiitely inore and gpcater. Tully fcrapln 
Act to afiert^ that he who demes Ins^fient 
to ft does not deserve the name of a mam. 
Yet^ m this learned «id intelligent age^ 
. have we fcen a writer who deemed himielf 
the dciliverer of mankind from the bond^e 
of inperfHtion, and the light of the nations/ 
•cndeavcmring to doubt and difptitc it away/ 
by an applicaticm of the favourite topic, ib 
thoroughly baffled, Ibme years ago, in the 
cafe of miracles. '^ Will-'any man (fays 
*♦. he} teH me, with a ferious countemmee, 
*^ that an orderly Univerfe muft arife from' 
" ibme thought and art like tiie human, 
^* becaufe we have experience of it i TtJ 
^* ascertain this realbning, it were fcqaifitc' 
** that we had experience of the origin of 
^* worlds*.'* His own wonfts are titcd, 
'because otherwifc you could hardly ^per- 
haps have imagined it poffible, thttt a ph^- 
lolbphcr ihouM argue, *^ with a ftrioters 
^^/countcnance,^* againft creatidn, from tibe- 
. CXtcumfbmce of his Htot ha;ring been pwH^ 

* Didogae^ con€Aauag*Katiwl Ildigton^*p. 65. v; 

' v:: . / lent 



IX. 
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feot when it was. efieded, and becaufb k i> t s a 
is, 4m event, which docs npt happen every 
dty* We are not to be induced, by fiich" 
rcaibningy to queflion the exigence of GodL 

jAff little can we queftion the exigence 
o$ ewl. For why are we afiembled in this 
pkuc^^ at this tinxe? Alas, we hear of it, 
Wb iee it, we feel it, daily and hourly. 
But as the deift will not believe in the 
Scriptures, fo the atheiil will not believe 
in th« being of a God, till every difEculty 
can be iblved — Verily, then, each muft. 
die in his imbelief. They fhould believe, 
upon iuf&cient evidence, and truft their 
Maker for the refi:. The atheift cannot 
reconcile the notion of a God with the 
e^iftence of evil. But there is fufficient 
evidence for the exigence of both. Here 
let Its reft. God had his reafons for per-^ 
mitting evil, or he would not have per-- 
nutted it. If he hath been pteafed to dif« 
cover them in his word, or if we can diA 
cover them by a view of things compared 
with that word^ it is wdL If nol^ ilill, 

tea&rA 
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D is c. rcafons there arc ; atiii- v^telt ''»*** Wnribt* 
'^* know now, wc (hall know hfenoiftcr. In- 
the mean time, let it be repeatfed^^OocI'? 
had his reaibns for permitting evil j t>^Sk6t*^' 
wife, he would not have permitted it-^-^T 
The whole compafs of fcience does ii6t- 
fumifh a founder condufiorii ^tefting cwe 
more fubftantial premifes. fietfe fix ydiari 
foot, and you fwecp away at a 'ftrokc all*' 
the flimfy fophifms fabricated in* the fchool 
of 'Epicurus, to entan^ tfnd^'diftrefr-^;^u 
on tbif part of the fiAjea. N6| Iff aH- 
^ ptir fofferings, national as' well as ^ribnttl,^' 
whether proceeding from oiif enemies^- 
from the elements, or from oiirielves. Wis 
ar6 to ackrtowlege the hand of hcSSitlShr* 
The whole tenor of Scriptiirfe addrcffcth a^i 
oHhiftunity, upon fuch an o^cafioh/ a»"<Air^ 
dlurdi doth an individual; kbouring^^ide?"'- 
difeafe and iirfrmity. ^' Know this, thatP^ 
" Almighty God is the Lord of life and" 
'':dcath, and of all things to thdm pet^^ 
"-taiaing, as youth, ftfcng«h,' -health; ^gi^i'^ 
^* wcaknefs, or ficknefs. WH<Srefor*^; whMPl 
^t:foev*-yoiur ficknefs- is/ kfldw yMi^^erui^ 
**-' * '^ tainly. 
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« tairiy, that it is God's vifitatibiK^ Phi-^^Pisc.' 

lofophy &ew8 lis, there dre iecond caules, ^^ V^ 

physical and moral ; and the more phi«> - 
loibphy can explcun of their nature, pro- 
perties, and manner of agency, the better ; 
fucodH att^id her labours ! But reli^on 
adures us, that as they exift by the poweiv 
ibih^^A Under the dire<9ioa and controdl 
oftheFitft. ^ 

: Why> Acn; often find we in ourfelfes 
(for wc often do find m otirfelves) a certain 
Ihynefi and backwardnefs in making this 
acknowlegement ? There is a vulgar and- 
canting way of making it, which ia dii^ 
guiHf^ enougjk, and incurs the iufpicion of 
hypocrify ; but ftill, in Ibbriety and f«i- 
ouibeis, upon proper ocqafions, it ought to 
be made. I& there not a deficiency of yZn/ift 
in the cafe ? ^^ Ye hare heard of the /rf- 
** ^^iif«r^ of Job :" confider iikewife the ope- 
ration of his /oitA^ The Sabeans and^ 
Chaldeans defpoil him of part of his pio- 
pe]4y i the lightning conflimes more of it; 
and: an hurrieaae from the l^ildemeis buries 



^6. 4 P^ ifirmtm. 

]>«sf.:hiii ehildrfft wilder 1^ nj^ of j^e Inmiei^ 

"' where tb«y ^q^tf, fcafting togetlier. But 

\fhat iaj$ be ? He misntions none of tibvm 

_«'^ The Lord g^ve^ 9XiA the LrORpylp^th 

'* tgkfQ away V 

. ThcMTC^ 9ay bi^ wother iteafoti. To 9^- 
ll^owlcge pwui^«nt» is to co|ifei3 gwMt* 
In owning the judgments of Gro4 to bp 
upon ns, we. own that we have made him 
qju eoemyj «vd 03 the refle<9^n i« ^f* 
liipreeahle^ we fondly ^ndeayour to p^u44^ 
oiufiehefi that o\ix fujSexin^ are Qwic^ ta 
Ji09Vtf other caufe-^to any other c»u^ 
But the juA and prudent inference ihould 
run thus. Have we made hixn our enemy ? 
Let u& lofe no time in m^ng bun our 
friend ; iince^ wh^n we are roUing onward 
tf> the brink of the precij^ce, our fall will 
not be prevented by Ihutting our eyes. 
I^et us add tQ our faith humihty, and 
hp^ftly CQofefs ourfehres. to be^ — what 
God knjow§ we axe. This leads xis to the 

» 

' Jobi. 21. 

.Second 
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Second confidcration ^ropofed, namfcly, disc. 
ifcc fcliool in which God is teaching u5, '^^* 
'tfiat of Affliction. 



But why the School of AfBi<aion ? Is 
there no other School, in which we may- 
be taught ? Does Grod delight in the fuf- 
fctitigs of men ? Certainly not. We 
have his own gracious word to aflure us, 
that '' he does not afflid willingly^'' He 
proceeds to do it, like a tender and affec- 
'tionate parent, with reluftance. " How 
*^ fliall I give thee up, Ephraim ? How 
« (hall 1 deliver thee, Ifrael ? How IhaH I 
^^ rriake thee as Admah } How fhall I fet . 
** thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned 
^^ within me, my repentirigs are kindled 
*^ together^."— Can the force of words go 
farther ? 

There is another School, in which we 
once were placed, under the tuition of 
mercy, and drawii by the cords of a man, 

« Lam. iu. 33. ^ Hof. jd.S. 
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I s c.. that the goodnefs of God might lead us ta 

* repentance. But if profpcrity docs not 

encourage us to be virtuous, adverfity 

mufl compel us to be fb. If we become 

not fenfible of heaven's bleffings by the 

enjoyment of them, we muft be made 

feniible by the lofs. Fooliflmeis is Ibme-- 

times boimd in the heart of a nation, as 

well as that of a child, and the rod of cor- 

redion muft drive it out*. " Mifery and 

" fin (fays a great writer of the prefent 

*' age) were produced ,together. The de- 

" pravation of human will was followed by 

^^ a diforder of the harmony of nature; 

** and, by that Providence^ which often 

" places antidotes in the neighbourhood of 

^' poifons, vice was checked by mifery, left 

" it Ihould fwell to univerfal and un- 

" limited dominion." In a word, phyfical 

evil was ordained to be the punilhment of 

moral. 

^. But this puniftiment is feldom inflided, 

' Prov. xxiL 15, . 
— without 
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■without previous notice. Watchmen are disc. 
generally fent to found an alarm, and ^^' 
lidthful witneffes are raifed up, by their 
writings and by their condud: to beat 
their tefti^aony. Indeed, the Word of God 
is.a^ftanding admonition to ages and gene-- 
rations, nbt only by precepts, threats, and 
promifes, ; inftruding, rebuking, and ex* 
horting, but in the hiftorical and pro- 
phetical parts of it exhibiting a variety of 
cafes and precedents, among vsrhich any 
nation, at any period of it's exiftence, may, 
upon fearching, meet w^ith one applicable 
to it's own ftate. So that whatever ca- 
lamity befals us, the Holy Book, if we 
will but look into it, may be found re- 
proving us, as St. Paul reproved the mari* 
ners in the fliip ; '* Sirs, ye fliould have 
'^ hearkened to me, and ye would not 
*^ have fufFered this harm and lofs*." 

The firft chaftifements are of a mild 
and gentle nature, as it .were whifpcring 

^ Adls xxviii. 21. 

. . s 2i repentance 
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DISC, repeiitaftce and reformation in etfi' eats. 

[_ To generous and well-nurtuted fphits the 

fiighteft appearances of difpleafufc are Ef- 
ficient. When the heart is hardened, 
more rigorous mealures muft be taken, ahd 
heavier punifliments brought forward* Ma* 
jeftic, and trertiendous, God arifes to judg- 
ment; The found of his thunder is heard 
at a diftance, and all the prdgnolHcs ap- 
pear of an approaching ftorm. 

Divine juftice, though lure, is flow ; 
and now, as of old, the long-fuffering of 
God waits with (6 much patience and for- 
' bearance, that as in the life of man there is 
a certain part, when, for fbme years to- 
gether, perceiving little or no alteration in 
himfelf and thofe about him, he almoft 
difbelleves, at leaft he feeins willing to 
forget, that he fliall grow old and die ; fb 
by the firm eftablilhment and long iiib- 
iifience of a nation, remaining nearly the 
fame, through the itpeited viciffitddes of 
peace and w^ar, wx are tempted to exclaim, 
'' Where is the threat oif his coming ? 
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*' For all things continue fis they were ^'* disc. 
But let us not {0 deceive ourfelves. The ^^* 
nation^ as well as the . man, is verging 
apace to that period of life, which is to be 
labour and Ibrrow : the motion, howeve? 
gradual and imperceptible for fome time, 
\vill be dreadfully accelerated in it*s latter 
&ages ; and perhaps, after inceflant warn- 
ings and admonitions, the grim j(peftrc 
will fuddenly appear in all his terrors, at an 
hour when we look not for him. 

In thefe particular judgments, as in that 
laft and general one, '^ God hath appointed 
♦* a day * " And although he hath re* 
ferved luch appointmeixts in his own 
power, yet are there fymptoms of the 
diforder coming to a crifis, certain " figns 
** of the times,^*' by which they who are 
converfant in the Scriptures, and the hii^ 
tory of declining empires, may form 
ihsewd conje<ftures, partly from the moral, 
and partly from the political fituation of a 
people, 

./ ;'.h2 Pet, iii..4. " Adhxvii. 31. 

• - S3 National, 
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i> I s c. National, like perfonal depravity, i$ pi'o- 
^^' greffive, and, at a ftated time, attains to 
maturity — in the language of Holy Writ, 
it is FiTLL ; when a voice iffues from the 
throne, " Put in the fickle, for the harveft 
^' is ripe ; the wickednefs is great"/* 

The wickednefs of a country may be 
flyled great, when it has abolifhed the old, 
virtuous, manly, national charafter, and 
introduced one of an oppofite complexion, 
having eftablilhed it's dominion by faihion, 
and ruling with an high hand over- all 
orders and degrees, no longer fubjeA to 
fear or Ihame, but becoming matter to 
itfclf either of glory, or of mirth ; tram- 
pling under foot, and fpurning at the very 
name of that difcipline, which Ihould 
check and reform it; according to thofe 
rnoft fignificant and ever memorable words 
of the Roman hiftorian, containing in them 
the fubftance of a volume* " Ad ilia 
<* mihi fe quifque acriter intendat animum. 



Joel iii. 13. 



u 



quae 
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*' quae vita, qui mores fucrint: per quos ^i.^c, 

• • • IX 

^Vviros, quibulque artibus, et partum et •' 
" au<3:um imperium fit. Labentc deinde 
*^ paullatim . difcipliiia, velut defidentes 
*A primo mores fequatur animo : deinde ut 
*^ magis magifque lapfi fint; t\ini ire coe- 
**^ perint praecipites ; donee ad haec tem- 
-^^ pora, quibus nee vitia noftra, nee re- 
ff. MEDIA pati poflumus, perventum eft**." 

. When diffipation and immorality reign 
trixunphant in a Chriftian eountry, they 
wilLfoon difeard thofe prineiples by whieh 
they £eel themfelves condemned, and adopt 
the fyftem of infidelity. Revelation, after 
having been (oi( a while . " holdcn eaptive 
'^ in unrighteoufnefs ^,'* difarmed and dif- 
abled by heretieal and falfe gloffes, will at 
length be openly denied and rejeded — 
like Him, who dared to thwart the plea- 
fures of Herodias — firft imprifbned, and 
then beheaded. 

• Liv. Praefat. » Rom. i. 18. 

, . s 4 Jofephus 
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i> I s c. Jo%>h\js gives the following-accojint of 
^^* hU unhappy cquntrymen, at the time im^ 
mediately preceding their final deftru(Slk)n • . 
" That time/' fays, he, ", abounded in all 
'^ manner of iniquity, fo that none was 
" left uaperpetrated. Yea, though a man . 
^^ Ihould have endeavoured to inyent ibme 
*^ new fpecies of it, yet could he have fal*^ / 
'^ len upon none, that was-, not iditn. ift 't 
'' vogue V* Thus .much for proBice--^. 
Now for faith.— '' It was femiUw vrith 
^^ them to make a jeft of divine thing* 
'^ and to deride, as lb many fenfelefs tlicsi 
" and juggling impoftures, the facred ora* 
^' dies of their prophets, though then 
*^ fulfilling before their eyes, and upon 
'* themfqlves '." The chair of thefcomer, 
probably, was regularly taken, and /portions 
of the Word of God tofled about upon the 
tongues of prophanenefs and impurity, as 
k. Sabbath-evening employment, for the 
diverfion of the rabble. — After fuch aQ;8C* 
count, we naturally expe<9: to hear of the 

*J Jofcph. de Bell. Jad. lib.vii, cap. 8. Edit. Hudfon. 

» Ibid. lib. iv. cap. 6. - - ' ' 

event 
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cvcift which foot! followed — The cafcafe disc. 

TV 

was thrown out, and the eagles flew to [_ 

their prey. 

From the political ftate of a nation, com- 
mon fenfe, as well as the experience of 
paft ages, forbids us to augurate favourably, 
when having been drained of it's trealures 
hj a long feries of expenfive and ruinous 
wars, it is, in confequence, opprefled by 
an accumulated and enormous load of debt; 
the very intereft of which is with difficulty 
difcharged, by all the variety of taxes and 
impolb, that ability and ingenuity can de- 
vice : when the body is grown too large 
and cxtcnfive for the head to govern; and 
the diftant provinces, revolting, occafion, 
for the purpofe of reducing them, a war 
ftiU more expenfive and ruinous than any 
of ^e former: when the ancient and 
avowed enemies of luch a country, taking 
advantage of it's fituation, conibine their 
forces to fopport the rebellion againft it^ 
aiming to extinguifli it's glory, the fubjeA 
ti their adnuratkm, and to appropriate it's 

\ -• ' commerce^ 
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B I s c. commerce, the objed: of their envy 5 while 
_ of the furrounding nations, fome ftand unr 

concerned fpecftators, or perhaps look to- 
wards a Ihare of the fpoil, and others, even 
it's oldeft friends and allies, after having 
for Ibme time fecretly affifted, at leng& 
openly join the confederacy : when the 
war becomes one of procraftination and 
finance, each endeavouring to exhanft the 
refources of the other, fo that the con- 
queror will probably fall breathlefs on the 
body of his antagonift: when, inftead of 
unity and unanimity at home, the counfels 
and operations of a government, in thefe 
perilous circumftances, are closed and im- 
peded by everlafting contefts for places of 
power and emolument ; fo that apprehen- 
fions arife, where there Ihould leaft of all 
be' the appearance of any ground for them, 
that the public intereft has been facrificed 
to- that of a party : when through the pre-? 
valence of licentious tenets, for many, years 
with unwearied pains difleminated, and 
now producing their proper fruits, in ^n 
impatience of all law and leftraint, dif- 

contentSj 
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contents, divifions, and fearchings of heart disc. 
abound> ready, at every opportunit)% to ^^^ 
break forth into tumult and confuiion ; as 
it happened to the wretched Jerufalem, 
that while the Roman armies were apply- 
ing the iiiftniments of deftruftion, in. every 
dire6tion> from without, a faftion of Zea- 
lots within fet fire to the City and the 
Temple, > 

If the foregoing particulars fliall be judg- 
ed applicable, in any degree, to ourfelves, 
and you ftiall be of opinion, that the Al- 
mighty is indeed thus teaching us in the 
School of affliftion at this time, you will 
deem it neither inexpedient, nor unfeaibn- 
able, to confider, 

Thirdly, the Leflbn defigned to be taught, 
^nder this fevere courfe of difcipline. 

The reprefentation given above has been 
^ven, not to produce defpondency, but to 
roufe attention ; not to difcourage, but 
t)nly to alarm. If a nation fleep, it muft 

bQ 
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D I sc. be awakened. It were cruel, in fuch ctT'*. 

lie 

, cumftanccs, to be afr^d of Sfiurfnng lU 



Afflidion will not have wrought the effe<5t 
intended, till we ihall awake to Righte-^. 
OUSNE8S, and learn, in this our day^ the 
things which belong to our peace and we}^r> 
fare. If the fcnfe of danger be not quick^ 
the edbrts to efcape it will be ineffedhiaL ; 

That it m(^ be efcaped, we have no 
reaibn to doubt. For though the appoint- 
ment of a general and eternal judgment 
be abfolute, the time fixed for thefe partial 
and temporal vifitations is always condi- 
tional. — " Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
^' fliall be overthrown %" cried a true Pro- 
phet, at the command of his God, in the 
ftreets of that great and wicked city. But, 
at the voice of the Prophet, Nineveh re- 
pented, and flibfifted more, than three tinies 
forty years afterwards. It is indeed a rule 
in the divine proceedings, '^ At what in- 
*' ftant I fhall fpeak concerning a nation 
"• and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, 

• Jonah iii. '4, 

'' and 



*' and to ptiU down, ^h!S.\o disftrbyiti ifDisc. 

" that nation, againft wfiorfi* I hayt pro- 1. 

'' hounccd, turn from their evil, I will re- 
*' pent of the evil that I thought to do 
** unto them '." By repentance, through 
faith in our Redeemer, we difarm the 
wrath of God, becaufe we ceafe to be any- 
longer the objefts againft which it is le- 
velled. Should we continue finally impe- 
nitent, likb thofe mentioned by Ifaiah in 
the verfe following the text, who, ^^ when 
'* the arm of Jehovah is lifted up, will not 
^^ fee,** then muft we be deftroyed, that 
other nations, admoniihed by our example, 
may be the more afraid to offend. But if 
we ourfelves take the warning which other- 
wife we ftiall groCy then will the great end 
6f Providence in fending thefe calamities 
tipon us be anfwered. We (hall be re- 
formed, we fliall be pardoned, we Ihall be 
fpared. We Ihall leave our drofs and fcum 
behind, and come forth out of the fire, 
bright and bumilhed. 

* Jcr. xviii. 7, 8. 

Phyfical 
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B I s c. Phyfical evil, by being made the punifli*. 
^^* ment of moral evil, becomes the canfe <rf 
moral good. And, as things are now con-^ 
ftituted fince the fall, perhaps there is a 
%'ery fmall portion only of moral good 
among men, which does not owe it's ori* 
gin to this very caufe. " If pleafiire werfe 
^' not followed by pain, who would forbea* 
*'it? If the inconvenience of fiiffering 
" wrong were not greater than the latif^" 
'^ fa<3:ion of doing it, when would man-^ 
** kind have fubmitted to the reflxaint of 
*^ laws ? Were it not for a confcioufneft 
'• of being liable to fufFer the miferies we 
*^ relieve, how would charity wax cold ! 
" And how few would fix their attention 
^^ upon the future, if they were not dif- 
" contented with the prefent ! In a world 
■ " like ours, where our fenfes aflault us, 
" and our hearts betray us, we Ihould pafs 
'^ on from crime to crime, heedlefs and re- 
^' morfelefs, if mifcry did not ftand in our 
'^ way, and our own pains admonilh us of 
'* our folly." Thefe are, in fiibftance, the 
obfervations of the fame great writer, to 

whom 
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•whom I have before alluded, who is fo well disc. 
known, that he need not be named. And ^^' 
moft valuable obfervations they are. They 
reconcile the mind to fufFe'ring evil, and 
unfold the myfteries of that divine chy- 
miftry, by which good may be extra(3ted 
from it. I cannot forbear reciting fron^ 
the fame place the following juft and beau- 
tiful defcription of the whole procefs of 
this matter in an individual, from youth to 
age, which, in paffing, you will be pleafed 
to apply, for yourfelves, to the cafe of a 
nation. And may the iffue, with relped; 
to our own, be the fame ! • 

'^ In childhood, while our minds are yet 
*^ unoccupied. Religion is imprefled upon 
*^ them, and the firft years of almoft all 
'^ who have been well educated, are pafTed 
*.^ in a regular difcharge of the duties of 
" piety. But as we advance forward into 
" the crowds of life, innumerable delights 
'* folicit our inclinations, and innumerably 
^^ cares diftrad: our attention. The time 
^^ of youth is pafled in noily frolics ; man- 

" hood 
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i>isc. ^ hood is led on from hope to hope, and 
"' '' from projea to projeft. The diffolute- 
^^ nefi of pkafiire, the inebriation of 
^^ iiiccefs, the ardour of expectation, and 
^^ the vehemence of competition, chain 
•" down the mind alike to the prefeiit 
^ fcen6 ; nor is it remembered- how fooh 
^^- this mifl of trifles muft be fcattered, and 
'^ the bubbles which float upon the rivulet 
*^ of life be lofl for ever in the gulf of 
" eternity. To this confideration fcairce 
''any man is awakened^ but by feme 
^' preffing and refiftlefs evil. The death 
*^ of thole from whom he derived his 
*^ pleafures, or to whom he deftined his 
*' pofTeflions, fome difeafe which fhews 
^^ him the vanity of all external acquifi- 
'' tioris, or the gloom of age which inter- 
*' cepts his profpefts of long enjoyment, 
€^' forces him to fix his hopes upon another 
f^-*ftate ; and when he has contended with 
^^■fhe tempefls of life till his flrerigth fails 
^liim> lie flies at laft to the Ihelter of it* 
*^ ligion "." 

" See the papet ih*' the ' Idler, entitled, Phyfical Evil 
fttbral Gocd, vol. ii. p. 206. '. 

Late 



Xate dierefote thou^ it be, let us yet ^ i s c. 



apply our iieartsv imto wiiSonv- Had it 
been done fooner/ it xxugjbit have been 
done in a wsry more, agreeable^ and more 
to our credit. But let us negle6l to do 
it no longer. .Theinfitudion, which we 
have .i&iled to. reap from benefits conferred, 
let us, how^ever^ reap from calamities 
infli^ted^ and not iiibjed ourfelvea to 
the reproach uttered formerly by the 
Apoftle to hb Qaktians ; " Have ye fuf- 
*' fered fo many things in vain ? — If it be 
*^ yet in Tain ^.'^ 

^ It, is not the buiineis of the day to cal 
our governors to accoimt, but ourfelves ; 
to ceniiire their mealiircs, but our own. 
There is enough to corredt and reform^ at 
home. At lealt let us begin there. We 
ihall have no leifure, for ibme time, to 
look abroad. ** When thou art convertidi 
^•ftrengthen thy brethren V* but be not 
ourious tOv find fault with others, and care- 



^ Gal. ill. 4. ' Luke xx2L |j. 

T left 
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D is c. lefs to ' imeiid tJiyfaf.' ^ftter ittto thy , 
\ clofet, and when thcrti haft ikAt tfee door, 
let the moft concdrning /qufcflion h^ 4sb6 
leading 6ne-i-*' Loni, is it I^?-' -. 

Miatteft df m»e fdende often terihinattr, 
as they begin, in fpcctdatiofn. But rightei- 
cnifnefs is tti ir/, and muft be acqtiired, 
Iflce other arts, by pradice, by ufe, by 
hibit. It refembles a lelTon in muiic, 
which is to be learned indeed by the book; 
t^t no iriah is deputed to have llear^ied 
it, till he can readily take it from thence, 
and perform it on the inftrument, ^' He 
*^* that DOETH Righteou!feefs is righte- 
^^ousV* 

It confiftbth not folely in going tbrou^ 
the ferviccfe of tins day ; in ^s of moum- 
iAg and -hximiHation. They are :^p#fepa- 
iwivisfg, ^nd^eoccdlent '*i* ; but they .are 
'rt* ni[dre:vCTo >i(rhat puipafe corifofik^ of 
-fltt, ^ if :^n - *e not forfikcli ? What avail 

^ Matt, xxvu aU.' * I John iii. 7. 

•'" incitements 
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iijcit^ents to oon^gajiicju, if converfion do i^ 1 5:c. 
^t follow upon tlxeiQ ? W/tj fubmit tp 
j|[fie4ipn?„ if we jis^fej{id .to coptinue in 
jJbofe irregul^iesjr.^wlj^ ian^ 

will eCYjqr pj^rpc^tH^tp t^e diforder? AJas, 
'^%, i$ Iakf>i«r jl^^-TT^jt is an ^ggj:^Yatipn of 
^9Wr c^JWa^-^it ij^ ^ocjkqiy.— ^^ it is initjpity 
''^^^ rr— ,«y,^ THi# §^kiinn fla 

To conclude— Righteoufnefs is not par- 
diftl ; it is not 4itnitQ$i to . t^ virtue, or 
that vperfon ia ^.^epinipiirjity, but extysnds 
iQ d^ tib?! pslPTibJe •.4utie3 ^ ^11 men in 
vCvety ftatiftu. TJie ipt^ifements of .God 
(as ^ learned piftus ;ptc;lat^ 9fi:$hp laft cen- 
tury well recD^s) "JbiA^'^ Jt.gfiBeral aim. 
^^ It is not their dfjSgn/ rtlyit^vfp :^^^ 
><^.qi;iit one ill couxfe ito pt9^«(e^ another ; 
^^ that we :fl:wild /abbgrii^Qk/:^ ^cpn^mit 
f^facrilege;. fly from &p€?rftijaflrt,o*nd run 
f^ into prophahcnefe; .Giy Qytirff pppr^lTigp^ 
;i^ .aaidihring ittoConfiirKmi fu^refs Popery, 
" to encourage fchifoi and fadlion ? From 
'^ univerfal reformation .we :may exped 

' • ' r * 

* Ifaiah i. 13. 

r z ^' univerfal 
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» I s c. « uniYerlal deliyetance *.'* I^c. efFc<ft of 

L SUCH Righteoufnefs will be PEAC£ ; to 

procure the re-eflabliihment of vrluch 
among ChrifHan nations, do theie judge- 
ments of the Almi^ty, now in the world, 
addrefs themfelves to it*$ inhabitants of a^ 
ranks, ages, and conditions, high and low^ 
rich and poor, young and old, clergy and 
laity. 

But chiefly to you, O ye Princes, do 
they call, and their voice is to you that 
are judges of the earth, deputed by the 
fovcreign of the univerfe to rule his people 
in the integrity of your hearts, and guide 
them by the fkilfiilnefs of your hands. View 
the ftate of Chriftendom, often becoming^ 
for years togctficr, the theatre on which your 
fubje6b are fent forth, thouiands after thou- 
fands, to inflid and fufFer, in their turns, 
the manifold calamities of war. Tell it 
not in the realms of Hindofl^ui ; publiih it 

^ See a Sermon of BUhop Browprigf vol. ii. p. 172; 

from whenc^^esfie of the fentimenu in tHis S^outfc weit 

taken, -' . ...... ;. v 

nqt 
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nbt'm'the ftfeets of Cbnttantinople V make i> i s c. 
it not known in the new difcovercd iflands •' 
of the diftant iea ; left infidels triumph, and 
lavages laugh iis to fcom. Hearken what 
the JJorA God fpcaks concerning you. 
- Hfe ipeaks to you Out of the whirlwind, in 
a vfcry audible manner. While you are 
tndeayouring to deftroy each other, the 
fury of the elements, rcfembling the laft 
con\Til{ions of departing nature, delblates 
fHe*choiceft poffeffions of you all. In one 
part of the picture appear blood, and fire, 
and vapour of frnoke ; in the other, the 
heavens are in confufion, and the founda- 
tions of the earth ihake. — If there be any 
fear of God, by whom ye reign ; if there 
be any confolation in Chrift, by whofe 
name ye are called ; if there be any bowels 
o? love and mercy; pity the miferics of 
poor mankind, and wipe the tear from the 
eyeofforrow; agree to let the horrid fcene 
be clofed, and reftorc joy and comfort to a 
lamenting world. Millions now on earth 
i^iall brea^ forth in your praife, and gene- 
rations yet vmborn Ihall call you blefTed. 
X 3 
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THE BLESSEP EFFECTS OF PERSEVERANCE, 



% THESS, III. 13. 

Be not weary in well doing. 

THE honour of being thus called tpDisc. 
plead the caufc of a Soqety, whofe ^' 
reputation muft run coeval with that of. 
religion and virtue, is ibmewhat qualified 
by the confideration, that the fubjedl ha^ 
been already treated by fo. many perfons of 
fiiperior eminence and ability. The mpr 
tives that have place in compofitions^of 
other kinds, can have none here ; fiixpe ii| 
vain w^ould it be for the preacher to hope, 
that he {hall be able either to invent new 
matter, or poliCh the old into new .beauty 
and luft^. 

T 4 Difcou- 



je8o fit ikfed ^^e^/cfPerJisierMci. 

> If c. Difcoura^ng, however, as thid reflc<aioft 
_1^ may at firft fight appear, it aff«ife no folid 
rcafon why fiich anniverfarics Ihould be 
difcontinucd or flighted. Succeffive gene- 
rations of men require focceflive informa* 
tioir; and the fame men, tiboi^h they laiay 
want to be informed but once^ may want 
often to be reminded. Good btipreffions, 
we know, arc impaired in much \t& time 
than that of a year, by the cares and plea^ 
fiires of life, and need therefore tb ht 
frequently retouched. Many hear witli 
more effect; than they read : many ali3 
may hear, who do not read at aU : and of 
thofe who do read, numbers rhay read 
a new Termon, who never read the old 
(thou^ '' the old be better") ; and, by 
eomiftg into new hands, it may procure us 
new friends and allies. Frelh hints, and 
thofe of confequcnce, may be afforded by 
the occurrences and publications of the 
titties. Frefli accounts arc communicatted 
of 'the progress made, to encourage th*^ 
d^pohdirig; or of the farther &^pii<^ 
;-•-.' -' — -"'' -.^'*tqui^c;* 



ftqftiijtei to^gi^ the Qp»lc;jt'ja}»lj:^c»i^us bi3c 
anropportvmity of fuynifloin^ithei^Qr. , --ri.^:: ^' 

It is, matter of general complaint^ tiiat 
the fervour and zeal which, at the com- 
sacaicemeiit of a charitable infHtution^ 4if-<- 
fuiibd warmth and fplendour on all around, 
are but too apt, by degrees, to languilh and 
die away, uxileis ibme expedient be env* 
ployed periodically to revive and cheriih 
the holy flame. Let me congratulate the 
Society out the additional circumftances of 
fol6mnity,-devifed, with ^ual benevolence 
and tafte^ to grace their anniverlary,, in 
the plaice where we are now affembled* 
The eyes and ears of all prefcnt will 
atteft the propriety with which they have 
been adapted to anfwer the purpofe^ ki 
view, ~ ^• .v^ 

: And refpci^ng that part of the-pntcrw 
taimnent to be provided by the preachcfi^ 
k is but doiixg juftice to the fubje^ to fay^ 
lJ^,.tbough» iniitfelf^ o^^^ and " what we. 
'VlMVe) heard from the bediming,'' to t^e 

well- 



i> 1 9 c. well-<lifpofed mind it is evei uew. No n^an 
^* is the lefs pleaied to receive a vifit fyom sl 
much loved friend, on the account of his 
having received many before. No man 
naufeates the meal of to-day, becauii^ 
one compofed of the like faiutary viands 
was fer\'ed up to him a year ago. Should 
he do fo, we w^ell know where the fault 
muft lie ; not in the quality of the meat^ 
but in the appetite of th^ eater. . 

To prevent any thing of the kind from 
taking place, let us ftrcngthen and encou- 
rage one another by applying, as we may 
with great propriety do, the exhortation 
of the Apoftle to thofe, who are engaged 
in forwarding the defigns of the Society. 
Jjet us endeavour to fliew, that all 6ich 
are engaged in welUdoingy and therefore 
that they ought not to be weary. 

Manifold, in the prefent ftate of the 
world, are the wants of mankind ; and the 
virtues of one part of the fpecies confift 
much in relieviiig the • neceffities of'4he 

other. 



o^er. It is the leading feature iti bis chamo- » » i c, 
tcr, oil whom angelic ai? well as human Ipi- ._ . ' . 
fits kr© (HrcAed to fix their attention^ that 
*^ H^ went about, doing good ;" in other 
worcte, as the explanation immediately 
follows, *^ healing all that were oppreffcd 
^* of the devil*," and affliaed with the 
rtialadies arid calamities introduced into 
the world by fin, of which that evil fpirit 
was the author. An idea of a fimilar 
nature is always fuppofed to be conveyed, 
when we fay of any perfon departed, that 
*''he did much good in his life-time.'* 
Is[ay, to the great Governor of the Uni^- 
verie, we have no other way of giving the 
gloty due, than by proclaiming, as we^ aite 
tojoined to do, that ^' Jehovah is good, and 
^^ that his tender mercies ate over all his 
" works\'* Godlike are the labours of 
Charity ; and they, who are employed in 
them, are, without all doxxbt, employed in 
*mlUdoing. 

The external indigence of bar fellow^ 
• AAs X. 38. ^^ Pf. cxlv. 9. 



^84 tbeNi^^ffieisofPeffeverance. 

Biscr creatOrcsr a^ it ftrikes difeftly li^n o^ 
*' ^ . fenfes^ is apt to'bcfirft and principally nc>* 
ticed. The cafe of a brother *or a-fifttJt^ 
dcftitute of food and raiment, of habitalioh, 
healthy and comfort, calls upon us; -for 
commiferation and affiftance, in a rokfc 
^arcely to be refifted by the' man, iilu(*h 
tofs by the Cbrtjliah. And to the |>raire 
6f 4©ur age and nation be it fpokeh, no 
pains are fpared to relieve all llicb'obje<3:s 
uf bodily diftrefs. 

But the plan of the Society extends far- 
tlier, and penetrates deeper into the con- 
ftitution of human nature. It enters the 
cottage of clay, and reaches the inhabitant 
contained within, the immortaV guett 
doomed for a while to fojoum here beloW^ 
Succouring the infirmities and neccffitres, 
to which, during luch it's temporary abodii 
upon earth, the foul of man is become 
iubjcft. For there is an inward and fpiri- 
tual, as well as an 'outward and vifible po- 
verty ; and that we may conceive proper 
ideas of the former, the facred writers have 
- defcribed 



td9icribe4 it under figures and images i> is c. 
borrowed from the latter. There b & ' 
ijpccres of food neceflary for the fupport 
of the inmd, after which it is faid to 
" hunger and thirft." There are garments, 
with which the ipirits of juft men appear 
<;;k)thed: and there is a ftate of the iouJ, 
which, through all it's powers and faculties, 
is a ftate of health and falvation. Nothing 
of a corporeal kind was certainly intended 
in that reproof given by the Spirit to the 
church of Laodicea — " Thou fayeft I am 
"rich, and increafed in goods, and have 
*' need of nothing ; and knowcft not that 
" thou art wretched, and miferable, and 
^f poor, and blind, and naked*." Aa 
attention to this intelledhial diftreis^and 
mifery, and the proper methods of relieving 
them, is excellent in proportion to the 
value of the iubjed, and the more danger- 
ous confequences of their being neglededf 
and therefore conftitutes the fublimer part 
of charity. When Chrift healed bodily 

» Rev. iii. 17. 

i.. . diffafes, 
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p I s c. difeaies^ hq ^id it principally that ^ might 
^' manifefl: his ability to heal thafc Jii^t 
are fpiritual.--^' That ye may know ih^ 
*^ Son of Man 4\ath power uppa earth tq 
^^ forgive iias, (he faith to the fick of the 
'' palfy) Arifc, take up thy bed^ and go to 
^ thine houfe *"/* With particular .diforr 
ders of the bodily frame jtbrne .are iafflid^d, 
and fome are not; and th^ whom our 
■Lord healed of one, yet died afterwards of 
another. The faying in which aU m&si arp 
interefted, and which ought therefore ^^ of 
'' all men to be received," is^ *^ that Jefus 
/' Chrift came into the world to S4-T£ sin- 

But furely in vain did he come, =unlels 
the knowi^e of this falvation be conveyed 
to thofe whom it concerns. This know- 
-lege is not born with us, nor are we 
;to exped: it by infpiration from above. 
iHcaven has revealed it once, but left it 
\from thenceforth -to be communicated by 

*» Matuix. 6. « I Tim. i. 15. 

man 



iBfiii to iBan. He whofe. lamp has been d i s q. 
^^ladled, is d^oined to kindle thofe of liis ^' 
(dbfc^^uts^ that fo the Goipel may run 
aind be glorified, to the end of time. This 
iadeed has been^ the procefs ordained from 
dae hfc^ning ; for of the patriarchal reli- 
^«6n^ derived fioito Adam by tradition, may 
that be faid, which the Pfalrnift hath faid 
of the iartie religion in Him and fubftance, 
«s it was repubiiftied in writing by Moles. 
^^ God eftabliHied a teflimony, he appoint- 
** ed a kw^ which he commanded our 
^^ fathers that they Ihould make known to 
^ their children, that the generation to 
*' come might know them, even the chil- ' 
'^ dren which fhould be born, who lliould 
^^ arife and declare them to their children ^ 
'^ that they might fet their hope in God, 
*^ and not forget the works <jf God, but 
^' keep his commandments**." 

Through the 4egener^y and apollaly of 
•iiatiDns, lofing ;^he' -knowlege ori^nally 

* Pf. Ixxviii. 5» 6, 7. 

imparted 



DISC, imparted to their anceftors, it will fbme» 
' times happen^ that parents can no longor 
inilruft their progeny, or educate tiraea iu 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
in which they themfclves perhaps have not 
been educated. Ignorance^ inlJead of know- 
lege, is then tranfmitted from generation 
to generation, of which each grows worfc 
than the preceding ; till, at length, ^^ dark- 
" nefs covers the land, and grols darknefs 
" the inhabitants thereof*;" a darknels 
that may indeed ho felt, and that ought to 
be bewailed, as it is a lure fgrerunner of 
ruin and cxcifi(Mi. — " My people -arc de* 
'* ftroyed for lack of knowjege ; becauie 
*^ thou haft rejeifted knowlege, I will alio 
" reje^ thee ; feeing thou haft forgotten 
" the law of thy God, I will alfo forget 
^' thy children 



f »» 



But ftippofe this not altogether the cafe. 
It is among the evils of external poverty, 
and one of the greateft of thofe evils, to be 

• Ifai. Ix. 2. f Hon iv. 6. 

the 



-the cairie of thrt-otherptfvttty which is disc 
internal. The poor, unlefs care be takeft / 
nf them in; tUis rcipcd: by^ the : rich, are by 
that very . drcunxflance ofteA deprived of 
the means of kiiowlege. Much of their 
time -is of neceffity. othcrwife employed ; 
imd when they' enjoy any little intervals of 
ieiiurei opportunities and inftru<9:ors arc 
wanting. 

It may be faid, perhaps, " What occa- 
^ fion have the poor for knowlege ?" For 
knowlege :of many kinds, none at all: 
they are better without it : ignorance for 
them is preferable. But there is an igno- 
rance— ^ that above mentioned -^ which is 
attended with effeds very prejudicial to 
the welfare of fociety in this world, and 
that of indivi4uals in the next-^produftiv6 
of vice and ill manners, of confuiion, and 
every evil work. Good may be known, 
without being praftifed ; but. it cannot be 
pta^fedi if it be .not known. 

*^ If we enquire," fays a late writer, in 
u his 



PI sc. his admirable trcatife on the fubjed of the 

^' Poir^— ^^ if we enquire into the ftate of 

^^ thofe countries, where the people are 

'^ grofsly ignorant, we fhall £nc} the mofk 

" unhappy confequences arifing from their 

" deplorable iituation. The iavagcs in 

'* America are but in a^finaU degree raifed 

'^ above the irrational tribes : the populace 

" in Portugal, whofe whole knowlege con- 

" fifts in a credulous iuperftition, are now^ 

'* the moil cruel and barbarous people 

^* in Europe ; and the lower clafs in 

'* London, who are in general very ig- 

•* norant, are ripe for every crime. Had 

'^ the fame degree of knowlege, of which 

" fbme complain as improper for the com- 

" monalty, been imparted to them, there 

" is reafon to believe it would have civil- 

" ized their manners, and correfted their 

" morals. Some of our late eloquent and 

"judicious hiftorians have fet in a very 

" ftriking view the barbarity and mifery of 

/' the middle agcs> arifing almoft wholly 

" frorn the ignorance which then over- 

*^ fpread Europe. 

" Wherever 
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'^Wherever grofs ignomnce prevaili, t^tic. 

** there either grofs vices or abfolute ftupi- 1. 

^^ dity will abound. It is by a fchool- edu*- 
cation chiefly that we rcceiTe* the rudi- 
ments of knowlege. Though men may 
be, and it is hoped are inipraved by 
public difcourfes, yet, unleis they have 
received ibme previous inftruftion, they 
^' can reap but little benefit from* them. 
^^ It appears then to be an objeiS: of great 
^ importance to the public, as well as to 
" individuals, that the meaneft of the peo- 
** pie fliould b© taught to read, and be in- 
" ftru<3:ed in the duties of religion and 
" morality. This feems to be one of the 
" moft heceffary fteps towards the civilizing 
" of a country ; and this inftruftion may 
^^ be given at an early period, before they 
'^ are fit for labour, or at times wiien they 
^^ are not otherwife employed^." 

There muft ever be in all communities 
a confiderable majority of poor, to perform 

* M^Farlan's Inqairies concerning t)i^ Ppor^ p. 24^. 



spa ^he bleffed Effieis ef Perfevfrafice. 

DISC, the various k^urs of life. In return for 

1, their temporab, we Ihduld comnmnicatfc 

tx> them t>f our fpirituals. If they, by 
tJieir labours^ furnilh us with *' the meat 
" that perilheth/* it is but reafonable that 
we, cfpecially as it can be done without 
*" much labour, ' fliould lupply them with 

** that meat which endureth for ever." ff 
they ^* give us to drink," we fhould in 
Vetum prefent them with *^ the water 
** fpringing up unto eternal Kfe," Their 
^iritual ncceffities are the fame with thole 
of the rich ; they have equally ibuls to 
be favcd, and ftand therefore equally in 
need of the knowlege recjuifito to fave 
them. 

This being perfedly known to the God 
of the fpirits of all flefti, he has not been 
unmindful of them in the difpenfations of 
his grace, but has adapted his gofpel to the 
wants of all alike. 

The evidence, on which it's authoritjr 
Hands, is not veiled from vulgar fight by the 

clouds 
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clouds of nietaphj^cal iubdety ;.ift depends, d-i s:67 

not oa intricarte .arguments, and tedious 1_ 

confequcnces, which the poor have neither 
leifuare to ftudy, nor ability, to: widerftaiidj ♦ 
Jefus could not have performed tHe^miiai* 
cles which he did perform, unlefs-God had 
been with him ; and if God-Wiftre5 /WltlK 
him, -then the docftrines ta\ight .Jby hijn,* 
under the fandion of thofe rniractes, were 
alfo of God. The Apoftles " believed in 
him, becayfc they faw his mighty works ; 
and we believe them when they tell us fo, 
becaufe they could not have deceived the 
world if they would, arid would not have 
done it if they could. A litde^plain com- 
mon fenife fees all this ; and more need not 
be feen, to induce any man to tecome a 
Chriftian. 

As the evidence is ftated, fo the doArines 
of falvation are taught, with a condefcen- 
fion to the capacities of all. To render 
them at the fame time intelligible and agree- 
able, they are delivered in the pleafing form 
of hiftoryy and illuibated by < comparifons 
' : ' ; u 3 and 
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j>ji^ c« and fimilitudes taken from the maft fkmi^ 

1_ Mar ob)ed»' in the natucal world, and tho 

eoiicems of: ordinaiy life. A poor mm 
is thus taught, in a week, mof>e than 
philoibphj :€aQiuld teadi thofe that were 
taift learned in it, for a ieiies of agfes : he 
la taught to know God, and his various 
di^>eniatioii3 to mankind : and with re« 
ipeA to morals, and the duties of focieiy, he 
is taught---what every wife government 
wt>iild wifli that it*s dtizens mig^t all be 
twight/ 

■ Accordingly, . vre find it given as one 
mark of the divinity of the Goipcl, and as 
the circumftance which difcriminates it 
from tie wdfilom of the world, that it was 
preached by Chrift and his Apoftles to the 
poor. Not for the reaibns infinuated by 
xmbelievcrs, <ancient and modem, that they 
were either afraid or aihamed to preach it 
to the rich and the learned ; but becaufe 
the former were clear from many pre-t 
jiidices and evil paffions which adhered to 
the latter, and therefore v?ere better dif* 

pofed 
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■poied to receive it Thefc received it firft,. ? i s c. 
aad had the honour to lead the w^y to ^ ' _ 
the others, veho followed aftw, in • dije 
time, from every rank and ord^r of Ufc> ^ 
they could be brought to give it a fair, aiid 
impartial hearing. But be it ever remem- 
bered, when this argument is imder di^cuf- 
fion, that the truth of God^.mufl fiQa.% 
refl upoii it's proper evidence, a^iyd not 
upon the incident of it's being., accepted 
or jrejedted by tbofe to whom it is pro- 
pofcd. Such acceptance or reje<9ion mi4ft 
afterwards be accounted for, from the 
different tempers, difpofition^ and circiun^ 
iliances of mankind. And it reqiures hut 
f^ very moderate degree of acquaintance 
with human nature, to affiign adequate 
reafons, why, when the fame docftrine is 
preached to two different perlbns, one 
, Ihould put it from him, and depart " for- 
*^ rowful," while the other enpbraces it, 
and ^' goes on his way rejoicing." 

If itr be enquired " Whether the poor 
'' be, capable of msJkwg any considerable 
, . » u 4 " proficiency ' 
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t> I s c. ** -proficiency in die fchool of dairrft K* 
' Experience will anfwcr in ilie Affirmative. 
With a Kttle plain inftrudibn, . they tan 
apprehend the articles of faith as contained 
in the- Apofties' Creed, and the rules, of 
pradice as laid down in the Command- 
ments. They can learn to tmft in God, 
l&eir Creator, Redeemer, and Sanftificrr 
they can give him thanks for i^hat they 
have, and pray to him for what tiicy want. 
They can love their Saviour, and for his 
fake flficw kindnefs to their brethren, whom 
he has redeemed. One may often behoU, 
among the lower ranks, that attention to 
the diftrcfles of each other, tliat earneft 
defire, and, what is of more worth, that 
unwearied endeavour, to remove or allevi- 
ate them, which do credit to the humai). 
heart, wherever they are found. A poor 
perfoh, after labouring through the day, 
will pafs the night in watching with a fick 
neighbour ; while the rich purfue their 
pleafures, the fcholar retires to his library, 
and the virtuofo to his cabinet, fafe from 
the importunity of the wretched^ and 

where 



where tBe Voice of 'mifcry never penetrates: i> i s c. 
Ijet^Tiot the pride of wealth or fcicnce ^' 
look down with, contempt upon the poorj 
fince they 'often pofleis and eixhibit that 
chanty which is the end of knowlege, the 
comfort of fociety, the balm- of life ; and 
bjr his proficiency in which, eveiy man is 
to be tried, at the judgment of the great 
day,— ^^* Hath not God chofen the poor ?** 
*^ Let not MAN, thenv defpife them/' 

Upon thefe grounds it is, that the 
Society has been employed, for near a cen- 
tury, in diffeminating Chriftian Knowlege 
among the poor. Thoufands and ten 
thoufands of children have been (hatched 
from the jaws of ruin, from ignorance and 
vice, and educated in the feai- of God, in 
the Charity-Schools originally foftered and 
reared through Great-Britain and Ireland, 
by their parental care, and which at this 
tim6 contain above forty thouiand. To this 
part of the plan the following teftimony is 
borne by a celebrated* prelate, in a charge 
delivered lb long ago as the year 1716, 

thou^ 
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DISC, though publifhed only a few months fince. 
^' He is fpeakii^ of the great and neceflaxj 
duty of catechi/mg — ^' The kte eaoonragers 
<< of Cbarky-Scbools 9ie. never enon^ to be 
'^ commended for their care and diligence 
*' on this heady by which they have de- 
^ ferved well of Ood and man^ and have 
*' done the church of England and the 
^ pure religion of Chriil- excellent fervice ; 
^' and verily they ihall not fail of their re* 
" wa^d^" 

. A mxdtitude of Bibles^ Common-Prayer- 
Books, and a variety of Religious Tnu^s^ 
adapted to the capacities and ipiritual exi^ 
gcncies of the poor, amounting, within the 
^ fpace of the laft fifty years only, to near 
three millions, have been printed and diilri'^ 
buted by the Society, not only through 
Ejigland and every part of Wales, the ifles 
of Scilly and of Man ; but their care has 
be^i extended to the Greek Church in Pa- 



^ The learned and eloquent Bifhop Atterbury's Charge 
tD die Dioccfe of Rochefter, in iMf r. Nicholses poblication of 
the Epiftofauy Corrtfpopdence^'&c. vol. ii. p. 260* 

lefline. 
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leftinc, Syria, Mefbpotamia, Arabia^ and i> i s c. 
Egypt, as well as to the convcriiQn of the - 
Heathens in the Eaii-Indies^ where Schools 
and MHfions have been cflabliihed> for 
that purpofe. Tranilationa of the proper 
books having been made, the inhabitants of 
thefe different countries have had opportu- 
nities of hearing and celebrating, ^' every 
^^ one in his own language, the , wonderful 
*^ works of God." 

I do not enlarge upon thefe feveral ob- 
jeifts of the Society's bounty, becaufe, in 
general, the world is now well acquainted 
with the nature of them ; and the particu- 
lars may be feen in the annual account of 
it's proceedings. That mucA good has 
been efFe<fled, is known to all thofe who 
have been concerned in carrying thefe 
benevolent deiigns into execution, or who 
have by any means happened to fall within 
the reach of their influence ; but iow 
much, it never will, nor can be known, till 
manifefted by that day, which fliall mani- 
feft alt things. The diligence of the huf- 

bandman> 
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DISC, bandman, with the quantity and quality of 

-- the {t^i fowil, will then bcft appear, when 

the harvcft fliall crown his toil, and " the 

^' valleys ftand fo thick with com> that 

" they (hall laugh and fing." 

Thus engaged in well-doing, be not ye, 
therefore, weary i *' for in due time ye 
" fliall reap, if ye faint not/' I-^ook back 
with joy and pleafure on what has been 
done ; look forward with hope and confi- 
d6nce on what may be done. The adver- 
fary is not weary of exerting his endea- 
vours to lupprefs and extinguifti the rcli* 
gious' fpirit among us ; be not ye weary of 
exerting yours (as they always have been 
exerted) to cherifli and lupport it. Confi- 
der the profpe<5l which prefented itfelf to 
the firft preachers of the Gofpel, when 
they entered upon the talk o{ promoting 
Chrijiian Knowlege I and confider the event: 
rerriember the mujlard-feedy and view the 
tree which it has produced. Ye are fellow- 
labourers with them ; and according to the 
meallires of his grace, and the courfe of 

his 
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his cfifpenfations, Chrift will be with you^ disc. 
as he was with them. Apoftolical is your .___^ 
work, and iuitable will be your reward. 
Go on, then, and profper, in ^e name of 
the Lord ; looking forward to that trium- 
phant hour, when the fcene Ihall open, of 
which that now before us may lerve to 
convey fbmc faint refemblance ; when the 
innumerable company of thofe refcued by 
jour charity from the hands of the de- 
ftroyer, and numbered among the children 
of God, Ihall be feen clothed in the robes 
of righteoufnefs and falvation, arranged In 
Ihining circles around the throne, and 
heard finging Glory t6 their Redeemer, 
who fitteth thereon, for ever and ever. 



fi 



DISCOURSE XI. 



THE ANTIQUITY, USE, AND EXCELLENCE OF 
CHURCH MUSIC. 



PSALM LVII. 8. 



Azvake up, my glory ; awake, lute and harp ! 

THE found of that- noble inftrument, disc* 
which for the firft time we have this ^^' 
day heard, is in perfeft unifon with the 
words of the text. It is intended for the 
fame purpofe, and performs the fam? 
office. It calls upon us to employ all our 
powers and faculties in the fervice of him 
who beftowed them ; to celebrate the 
praifes of God, and give the glory due to 
the world's Creator and Redeemer. For 
this end man was formed : but it is an end 

which, 
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i> I s c. which, in the prefent ftatc of his nature, 
^^' he is by no means difpofcd at all times to 
anAver as he flionld do. Alive to cafth, 
he is often dead to heaven. Troubled 
about many things, to the one thing need- 
ful he is apt to be inattentive. He lleep- 
cth, and muft be awakened. *' Awake up^ 
" therefore, my glory ; awake, lute and 
*^ harp ! I myfelf will awake right early '/' 
Let the inftrument accompany the voice, 
and the heart accompany both. 

In the conftitution of man, as the all- 
wife artift has been pleafed to frame it, 
there are certain tones of the voice, by 
which the afFeftions of the mind naturally 
exprefs themfelves. The tone of forrow is 
mournful and plaintive ; the notes of joy, 
exulting and jubilant. St. James therefore 
Ipake with the ftridlefl propriety, when he 

• Mufic was ufed by the Pythagoreans to diflipate the 
dulnefs of the mind at firfl waking in the morning : and it is 
faid, I think, of good Bifhop Kenn^ that, immediately on 
rifing from his bed» he feized his guitar, and played fomc 
Uprightly ilrai^i^ for this purpofe. 

faid. 
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faid, *^ li any afflid:ed ? let him pray ; is » i s c* 

" any merry ? let him fing ^'* When the L. 

Ijpirits are raifed by good news, or any 

other very pleafing coniideradon, every one 

whofe anions are nnobferved, and therefore 

unreftrained, will break forth into fining* 

It is the proper expreffion of plealure ; it is 

^^ the voice of joy and health in the dwel- 

*' ling3 of the righteous." Who Ihall 

conteft THEIR ri^t fo to declare and 

make- their feelings known ? They have 

been in poffeffion of the privilege, ever 

fince the hour when, at the creation of the 

world, '* the morning ftars fang tojgether, 

** and all the fonsof Godlhouted for joy ^;" 

and they will be found pofleflcd of it, in 

the day, when, for the redemption of the ' 

world, iiunts and angels Ihall fing together^ 

*' Bleffing, and honour, and glory, and 

*^ power, to him that fittcth upon the 

^' throne, and to the Lamb** !'* During the 

intermediate period betwten thefe two 

/ : 
.V > Jainei v. 1 j. . « Jdixxxvui. 7* 

* Rev. y. 13. 
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PIS c. great events, there is vepaa. earth a mixture 
' of evil and good ; there is, oti that account^ 
a mixture of Ibrrow and joy ; and Ae 
iervice of the church coniiib of prayer 
and PRAISE. We have finned, we are 
afflided, we pray : Our fins are forgiven, 
we rejoice, we fing. 

If we confult the page of hiftory, we 
find, that among all nations, where mufic 
has been at all underflood and pra^tifed, it 
has been applied to this ufe, and employed 
in their reli^ous feftivals. Whatever was 
the objeA of adoration, in this manner was 
adoration paid. And as it is notorious, 
that moft of the rites to be found among 
idolaters, were originally derived from the 
primaeval church of God, and transferred 
to their falfe divinities, it is a fair fiippo- 
fition, that whut was praftifed by pjie, had 
been firfi: pradifed by the other. Shoxt 
as the account of things ^nd perfons/is 
in the Mdfaic hiftory of an infant world, 
we read very early of thole who^^ handled 
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/* the JiUrp and organ *.■ * It is impoffible d i s c^ 

XI 

tOrfay^ at this time, what fpecific inftru- _; ' , 
.mehts are denoted by the Hebrew words ; 

that tiiey denote mniical inflruments of 
.fome fort> thfcre b no doubtr 

Np.fooner was there a regular national 
church eftablilhed in Ifirael, a people feleft- 
ed by the A],mighty for that very purpofe, 
than wc find mufic making a part of the 
ritual. " The trumpet wlas blown in the 
^f new moon, on the folemn feaft day ; 
^' fiich was the/ftatute for Ifrael, the law 
" of the God of Jacob." The performers, 
vocal and inftrumcntal, were ranged by 
the royal prophet, under divine diredion, 
in their feveral clafles, and appointed to 
wait in fucceflipn, through the year ^. At 

* Gen. iv, 21. Jubal, faid to have been '* the father of 
*^ fuch,'* was indeed a defcendant of Cain, and the feventh 
only from Adam in that line. But that, even in that line, 
idolatry had fa early taken place of the worfhip of the trtt& 
God, does not appear. 

* 1 Chron. xjinr.— In imiution of king David, the cmpe- 
: for du^rleiQjigne, in the univerfity of Paris, founded by 

Jum, and iti other parts of his dominion, endowed fchools for 
' ^ iludy and pra6lice of muiic. At church he always fang 

Xz his 
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DISC, the dedication of the tcrajde fcy King 
^^' Solomon, they were all allWnldtd, and 
performed together, the whole tiati^ti jd^ 
ihg in a: ^and chorus of prttie attd thtekf- 
giving, while the glory of the L«d;"a, 
body of light above the brightnefi of the 
fun, defccndcd from heaven, and fiUdd the 
houfe of God. 



If mufic in the Jcwilh church fcfved to 
enliven devotion, and elevate the afFe6fiohs, 
why fhould it not be ufbd, to produce the 
like efFcift, among Chriftians? Human 
nature is the fame, and the power of mu- 
fic is the fame : why fliould there not be 
the fame application of one to the other, 
for the fame beneficial end, under both 
difpenfations ? Vocal mirfic ceafed not with 
the law: why fhould we iiippofe that 
inftrumental mufic was abrogated with it ? 



his part in the choral fcrvicc, and he exhorted other princes 
to do the fame. He was very defiroas aHb that his dauglh- 
ters fhould att^n a proficiency in finging, and to that end 
had mailers to inftruQ them three hoars tf^rtrf izy. See 
Sir John Hawkins, vol. ii« p. 31. 

Surely^ 
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Slirely^^ thp trumpet may ftill be blown ^isc. 
Hjppn oyjL feaft day : the fiogers an4 play- .' 
era cm inflirumcyats may ftill m^e their 
voices to be Jie^d ^ one, in .Ueffing and 
thanking the Lord God of Ifrael, the Re- 
deemer of hb people. 

On that night ever to be had in remem- 
brance by us, when it pleafed God to 
bring his firft begotten into the world, the 
angel preached a fliort fermon on the iiib- 
jed: of the natiyity,. and communicated td 
the ihepherds the glad tidings of the Gof- 
pel; ^' Unto you is born this day, in the 
^' city of David, a Saviour, which is Chrift^ 
" the Lord" — Immediately, heaven's white 
robed chorifters appeared, and ftmg the 
anthem of the feafon — " Glory to God in 
^' the higheft, and on earth peace, good 
''will towards men'-" On the evening be- 
fore our Saviour's paffion, when he cele- 
brated thp jjaflbver with his difciples, they 
fang a hyiiiny or pfalio, together. St. Paul 

« Lukeii. 13, 

X 3 wJwstX^ 
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DISC, exhorts his converts more flian once, to 
' ' cheer and animate each other, in their 
chriflian courfe, by ^' pfahns, arid hymns, 
*' and fpiritual ibngs, making melody in 
*^ their hearts, as well as their voices, to 
^' the Lord*"." And this was the conftant 
practice in the primitive church. Inftru- 
mental mufic could have no place during 
the times of persecution, when, for fear of 
their enemies, the Chriftians were obliged 
to hold their affemblies in fecret chambers, 
in dens arid caves of the earth. Organs 
are faid by fbme to have been introduced 
into churches, abbut the middle of the 
ferehth ; by others, not till the eleventh, 
or twelfth century ; fmce which time, this 
kind of miilic has made a part in the 
chriftian fervice *• 

. With xis of the church of England, 
iiidced, it ccafed for a fliort period, in the 
laft century. By the fc6faries of that day, 
cirgjans were holden in abomination ; and 

* Bphcf. V. 19, Coloff. iii. 16. 

^ See Singham^ b. viii. ch. vii, fed. 14, 

the 
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the fury of an enthuikftic zeal, which disc. 

fecms to have been deaf, as well as' 1, 

BLIND, dcftroyed many capital inftru- 
ments. It is obfcryable, however, of Mil- 
ton, though ib warmly engaged againft the 
Church, that his tafte got the better of his 
prejudices ; for in one of his finaller 
poems, he Ipeaks of cathedral fervice — as it 
ought to be fpokcn of — and in a manner 
truly worthy of ^himfelf*. It is much to 
the honour of the members of the kirk of 
Scotland, that many of them have latelj^ 
iiibfcribed liberally towards the eredion pf 
an epifcopal chapel, with an organ, at 

* But let my due feet never fait 
To walk the ftudious cloyilers pale. 
And love the high embowed roof. 
With antique pillars mafly proof. 
And iloried windows richly dight» 
Cafting a dim religious Ught, 

There let the pealing Organ blow. 

To the full voiced choir below^ 

In {er vice high, and anthems clear. 

As may with iweetnefs, through mineear, 

Diflbiye me into ecftaiies. 

And luring all heaven before mine eyes. 

llPtH/eroJ^ 

X 4 Edinhut^^ 



XI. 
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p I s c. Edinburgh. The votaries of prelbyteiy 
not only bear the found of the organ;, but^ 
I believe, have adopted it in fome of their 
own places of worlhip in England* O 
might all their other prejudices in our 
disfavour die awa^ and vaniih in like man*^ 



ncr! 



The obje<^ons» in ihort, of any account, 
urged againft choral muflc, are pointed at 
-the -abufc' which has been fometimes made 
^ it, and to which, like othef good thingS;, 
it is at all times liable. Great care .fliould 
therefore be taken to keep the ftjle of it 
chafte and pure, fuitable to holy places, and 
divine iiibjefts. '^ Religious harmony (fays 
*^ Collier) muft be moving, but noble 
^* withal 5 grave, folemn, and feraphic ; fit 
f' for a martyr to play, and an angel to 
*^ hear/* The light movements of the 
theatre, with the efFeminate and frit- 
tered mufic of modern Italy, Ihould be 
excluded, and fuch compofers as Tallis and 
Bird, Gibbons and King> Purcel and Blow, 
Croft and Clark, Wife and Weldon, Green 

. and 
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and Handel, fliould be confidered (and it ^ i s c. 
is hoped they always will be confidered) as ^^' 
our Englilh clafliqs in this fg.cred fcicnce^* 
Nothing then can be faid againft it, and 
every thing may be faid for it. 

That which is commonly affirmed of 
nature (whatever is meant by the word) 
may with tmth and propriety he affirmed 
iof the God of nature> that he ^^ doth noT 
** thing in vain." To the element of air 
he has given the power of producing 
ibimds ; to the ear the capacity of receiv- 
ing them ; and to the affisdions of the 
mind an aptneis to be moved by them, 
when tranfmitted through the organs cif . 



^ The fcience of Mufic was ranked iicxt«€o that of Theo- 
logy by Luther, who is thought to have compofed the notett 
iM>w fung to the hundredth Pfalm.-;— On the true flylc and 
compofition of Mafic in general, and facred Maiic in parti« 
cular, fee the excellent obfervations made by the Reve«> 
rend and learned Mr. Jones, in bis Treatife on the art of 
Mufic, dedicated to the Directors of the concerts of ancient 
Mufic ; Introdudtion, and occafibnally through the work. 
The manner in which he has illailrated one fcience by ideas 
borrowed htaa anotberi in the way of analogy, flxews the 
handofamnfier* 

the 
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j> I s c. the body. The philofbphy of the thing is 
^^' too deep and wonderful for us ; we cannot 
attain unto it ! But fuch is the faft ; with 
that we arc concerned, and that is enough 
for us to know. The end and defign of 
lb curious an apparatus are moft evident. 
Sound was intended to be the vehicle of 
fentiment, and Ihould be employed in the 
conveyance of iuch ientiments as may 
inifanA^ improve, purify and exalt the 
mind ; iuch as, when received and retain- 
ed, may infpire refolutions, and produce 
■anions, tending to the glory of God, and 
-the good of mankind* How can this pur- 
poie be more efFedually anfwered, than it 
is, when the moft beautiful and liiblime 
paflages of holy writ, fet to the fineft mu- 
iic, are heard outwardly with our ears, and 
ingrafted inwardly in our hearts ? What 
can we have — What can we defire more, 
upon earth ? 

The power of mufic is but too well 
known by fatal experience, when it is 
mifapphed — applied to cherilh and call 

forth 
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forth the evil that lies concealed in the i> i s c* 



corrupt heart of fallen man; to recom- 
mend and excite in him all the follies of 
levity and diffipation, of intemperance and 
wantonnefs. What are we to do in this 
cafe ? Are we to renounce and difclaim 
muiic ? No ; let us employ muiic againft 
mufic. If the Philiftines ling a chorus in 
honour of their idol, let Ifraelites ling one 
louder to the glory of Jehovah ". In the 
heathen mythology we are told, that when 
the Sirens warbled their foft fcducing 
ftrains, to allure heedlels mortals into the 
paths of unlawful plealiire, two different 
methods were made ufe of, to efcape the 
fnare. Some rendered themfelves incapa- 
ble of hearing, while others overpowered 
their longs by chanting divine hymns. The 
llory is fabulous, but the moral juft, and 
appolite to the fubjeft in hand. For there 
is no doubt but that the heart may be 
weaned from every thing bafe and mean, 
and elevated to every thing that is excel- 

^ This is done in the Oratorio of Sampfon> 
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DISC, lent vid praifo-'worthy, by facred mu&c. 
^ * . The evil ipirit may ftill be difpoffoffcd, and 
the good fpirit . invited and obt£uned| by 
the harp of the Son of Jcfle. 



Talk v\rc of life, and joy, and plea*' 
SURE ? " Thou, O Lord, fhalt fliew us 
*' the path of lif|: ; in thy prcfence is the 
'^ fiilncfs of JOY, and at thy right hand is 
^* PLEASURE for evermore''/' 

Are vft at any time heavy and fluggilh? 
Does religion fecm dull, prayer a talk, and 
thanklgi\ing a burden ? ^^ Avsrakc up, my 
"glory; awake, lute, and harp! — I vi^ill 
'/ praife thee, O Lord, among the people ; 
" I will fmg unto thee among the nations. 
" For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, 
" and thy truth unto the clouds. Set up 
" thyfelf, O God, above the heavens, and 
'f thy glory above all the earth °/* 

» Pf. rvi. II. Set full by Goldwid, and a charming duet 
by Dr. Blake. 

° Pf, Ivu. 8, &c. Set by Wife, 

Have 
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Hare we a turn to ingratitude ? Are we p 1 s c. 
di^c^ed to forget the mercies we have re- ^^' 
ceived ? — " I am well pleafed that the 
** Lctfd hath heard the voice of my prayer; 
*' that he hath Inclined his ear unto me ; 
** therefore will I call upon him as long as 
^'IliveV* 

Is the ftrong man tempted to glory in 
his Iferength, the great man in his power, 
the rich man in his pofleffions, or the fair 
woman in the beauty and gracefulnefs of 
her peribn ? — ** As for man, his days are as 
** grafs ; as a flower of the field io he 
" flouriiheth. For the wind paffeth over 
** it — it is gone — and the place thereof 
** ihall know it no more^." 

Are we captivated . by any thing we fee 
or hear below, and induced to cfteem it 
GREAT ? — " I was in the Spirit on the 
^' Lord's day, and I heard a great voice of 

p Pr. cxvi. I. Set by Dean Aldrich^ from Carii&mi« 
^ Pf. ciii. 15. Set by Clark. 

'^ much 



3 18 ^be jintiquS^, l^, and Exceltenct 

DISC. ^^ much people in heaven, fayii^ Halldu^ 
^^' ** jah! Salvation, and glory, and honour, 
** and power, imto the Lord our Grod. For 
" true and righteous are his judgments. 
"And again they faid, Halleliijah. : And 
*^ the four and twenty elders and the four 
" living creatures fell down, and worlhif^- 
'^ ped God that fat on the throne, faying, 
*^ Amen, Hallelujah. And a voice came 
*^ out of the throne, laying, Praife our 
*^ God, all ye his fervants, and ye that fear 
" him both finall and great. And I heard 
*' as it were the voice of a great multitude, 
'^ and as the voice of many waters, and as 
" the voice of mighty thunderings, laying, 
^^ Hallelujah, for the Lord God omnipo- 
" tent reigneth. Let us be glad, and 
" rejoice, and give honour to him ; for 
" the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
" and his wife hath made herfelf ready'.'* 

Before fuch a fcene, and fuch a band. 



* Rev. xix, I, &:c. Set by Blow, in a ftrain of fublimity 
truly wonderful, 

cyery 
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every hum&n performance mtift Ihrink, and disc. 
fade away, in the comparifon. A per- ^^' ^ 
formance, however, has lately been ex- 
hibited, and, to our honour, has been 
exhibited in Britain* — (it's found ftill 
vibrates in the ears of many who hear 
me) which fumilhed the beft idea we 
Ihall ever obtain on earth of what is 
paffing in heaven. It did juftice (and 
that is faying very much indeed) to a 
compofition of the great mafter, to which 
may be applied the obfervation of a 
learned writer upon a chorus in an 
anthem penned by the fame hand, that 
*^ nothing lefs is fuggefted by it to the 
^* imagination, than all the powers of the 
" univerfe affociated in the worlhip of it's 
'' Creator ^" 

Mufic, then, has always been ufed 
in the church, and with good reafbn. 
May it always continue to be fb nfed. 



• Commemoration of Handel in Weftmmfter Abbey* 

* Sir John Hawkins, v. 416^ 

«nd 
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2> 1 s c. and to produce it*s proper effe<^ ! In 
^^* Ekigland, choral fwncc was iirft intro-* 
duccd in this Cathedral % Bxyi the prac- 
tice of it long confined to the chi^-ches 
of Kent, from whence it became gra- 
dually difRifed over the whole kingdom* 
Here may it breathe it's laft — but not 
tiU time Ihall expire with the worH. 
Violated no more by facrilegious hands^ 
may this auguft and magnificent fa- 
bric remain, in perfeft beauty, throu^ 
all the generations of mankind that are 
yet to come, a monument of the piety 
of our anceflors, and a witnefs to that 
of our polterity : May thanklgiving and 
the voice of melody, like that of this 



" Sir John Hawkins, i. 404, 371. —We are informed 
by Strype, in his Annals of the Reformation^ vol. ii. p* 314, 
that when Queen Elizabeth was enter uined at Canterbury 
by Archbifhop Parker, the French ambafTador, who was 
in her fuite, hearing the excellent mufic in the cathedral 
church, extolled it to the fky, and brake out into thefc 
words. •' O God, I think no prince befidc in all Europe 
*' ever heard the like, no, not our holy father the Pope 
*' himfelf." — May we not fay, that to cathedrals, and the 
perfons teaching and taught in them, has been owing the 
prefervation of mufic among us from age to age ? 

- '* day. 
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dajf be evermore heard in itf tiW, thei>isc. 
veil being done away which parts the ^^" 
vifible from the invifible vrorld, the choirs 
of heaven and earth ihall unite before 
the throne* 



DISCOURSE XII. 



THE CHARACTER OF TRUE WISDOM, AND 
THE MEANS OF OBTAINING IT. 



PROV. IV. 7. 

JVifdom is the principal things therefore get wifdom : 
and with all thy getting^ get undeijlanding. 

THE fage inftrucftor of the world, disc. 
from the eminence on which Pro- ^^^V 
vidence had placed him, iurveys mankind. 
Difcontented with themfelves, and their, 
prefent condition, he beholds them en- 
gaged in the puriuit of Something that ftill 
flies before them. Pleafure, wealth, and 
power appear in their view, and iblicit 
their attention. Grieved to fee time 
mifpent in queft of things perilhable, and 
Y 2, labour 
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DISC, labour loft on that which dthcr may not 
"^* be obtained, or, when obtained, may difap- 
point in enjoyment all the hopes excited 
by expeftation, he raifes his voice, and 
wifhes it to be heard to the ends of the 
earth. He calls men off from a fruitlefs 
chafe after objefts attained with difficul- 
ty, and pofleffed without fatisfadion ; he 
points out one adequate to all their efforts ; 
one, in the purfiiit of which no time can 
be milpent, no labour c^n be loft ; one, 
which, prefents itfelf a fair mark, to be 
always hit by the quick eye, and the 
fteady hand ; one that may be furely 
gained by genius and diligence, and when 
g^ned is productive of plealiire, riches, and 
honour ; pleaiure, which fadeth not away ; 
riches, which none can take from the 
happy poffeffor ; and the honour, which 
Cometh from God only. Solomon found, 
if men were difpofed to be contented with 
any thing, it was that with which they 
nevfel: Ihould be contented — their igno- 
rance. He exhorts them to learn. 
*' Wifdom is the prlricipal thing ; therefore 

''get 
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^f get wifdom ; and witii all thy getting, i> i s c. 
^^ get undcrftanding." ^ ^^^' 

The fubjeA will beft be laid before you, 
in it*s feveral branches, by confidcring, 
WHAT it is we are enjoined to acquire; 
HOW WQ are to acquire it ; and why we 
are to acquire it. 

Firft, .then, we will confider the nattti:e 
of that, which we are {o earneftly enjoined 
to acquire. 

It would be tedious, and it is need- 
lels, critically to difculs the fignification, 
and nicely to trace the fliades which dis- 
criminate the meaning of the different 
words employed in the book of Proverbs; 
fuch as, " wifdom, underftanding, know- 
*^ lege, prudence, difcretion," and the reft. 
They feem often to be ufed promifcuoufly. 
So far, at leaft, as relates to our prefent 
purpofe, and the inftitutipn which is the 
Qccafipn of our alTembling at this time, they 
may certainly be regarded »s ^cj^:n»s ncjarly 

Y 3 iynow^* 
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DISC, fynonymous, and intended to convey the 
^"' idea now generally expreffed by the word, 
LEARNING. The wifdom of Solomon, we 
know, extended itfelf on every fide ; it 
was convcrfant in matters phyfical and 
theological, natural and artificial : it in- 
veftigated and ftated the duties and offices 
of man, political, domeftic, and perfonal: 
it contemplated him in the fcveral relations 
and employments of life, and prefcribed 
'the conduft refpeftively proper in each. 
And this furely is true wifdom ; this is the 
end of all learning. Philofophy, the 
refult of fagacit}^, reading and. experience, 
lays down rules and maxims; hiftory 
furnifhes examples ; and the lyftem of 
nature, with the inventions and improve- 
ments of art, fupplies images and illuftra- 
tions. 

A diftindlion has been made between 

* divine and human learning, and much has 

been written upon it. The former has 

by Ibme been magnified to the contempt 

and exclufion of the latter, as if . that 

ought 
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ought not to be brought into the fan<^- disc. 

kry; as if any great quantity of it were /_ 

Hot only lifelefs, but prejudicial ;. as if 
fcience were the death of goodnefi, and 
ignorance indeed the mother of devotioA. 
On the other band, there are, who pretty 
plainly intimate, that they think the name 
of leartiitig dtie only to that which we 
ftyle human ^ religion, in their opinion, 
being calculated to engage the attention of 
none but thofe^ whofe abilities qualify . 
them not for fcholars* In: the firft of 
thefe reprefentations there is a want' of 
judgment ; in the fecond, of piety. The 
two fpecles of learning differ ; but they 
differ as the Means do from the end. 
Were there no divine learning, human 

* learning would lofe great part of it's value : 
limited to the prefent life, it mull termi- 
nate on the confines of the grave. And 

. had we no human learning, we Ihould not 
be able to attain to that which is divine. 
The days of" infpiration have been long 
iince at an end. God has ceafed to com- 
municate immediately the treafures of 
Y 4 wifdom 



3a8 fbe CbaraSler of true Wifdm, 

p i^ c. wiiHom and tnowlege to any man. Mo- 

^"' dcm pretcnfions to fuch communkatioos 

betray fome fault either in the hparts or 

heads of thofe who make theoi. Th^ic 

treafnres muft be ibught for, witljL the 

bleffing of God upon our endeavours, in 

the ordinary way. All the divine learning 

upon earth is contained in the books of 

the Old and New Teftamcnt, which arse 

.written in Hebrew and Greek. Thofe 

- languages therefore, with the Latin, muil 

^be iludied; and the ftudy of them 

falls within the department of human 

learning. 

Enough, perhaps it will be urged, may 
be gathered from tranflations, for all the 
purpofes required. But to whom aj:« we 
indebted for tranflations, unleis to thofe 
who by good and iiiiEcient learning be- 
came qualified for the work? And a^ 
they, however worthy and able, were yet 
very far from infallible, it will frequently 
happen, in points of difficulty, that we can 
neither fufficientdy eftabliih our awn £utb> 

nor 



und fbe Means if abtaming it. 3^9 

nor ccwrfute the arguments of the advcrfaiy, i> x ^c. 
without recurring to the originals. Th^ ^^* 
adveriaiy, to jferve his torn, wiU recur to 
thenx ; and what will (become of m, if we 
are not able to follow him? 

tThe hiftory of the people of God cannot 
-be undeiftood, without taking with us 
-that of Pagan ilates, particularly of th^ 
Aflyrian, Pcrfian, Grecian, and Roman 
empires. An exa<ft acquaintance with 
•what has been paffing in the world, fincc 
the extin<ftion of the laft, camije^t be dif^ 
penfed with in a commentator on the 
prophecies, particularly thofc in the Reve- 
lation. To adjuft the fituation of places, 
and the iucceffion of times, we muft cajl 
to our affiftance the fcienees of geography, 
chronolo^, and aftronomy. Nor can the 
proportions of the temple and it's furni- 
ture, dcfcribed in the books of Kings and 
Chronicles, and afterward referred to by 
Ezekiel and St. John., be well compre- 
hended askl afcertained^ without fomethii]^ 
of mathematics 4ind medumics. Thus 
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DISC, ncceffary is a knowlcgc of languages acid 
*"* Icienccs to interpret the letter of Scripture, 
the fourcc of doftrines and precepts, the 
foundation of all improvements moral and 
fpiritual : and they muft ever be the beft 
interpreters, who have the largeft fliare of 
it. The advantages of a fuperior fkill in 
the Greek language, as exercifed on. paf^ 
fages in the New Teftament, and the ear- 
ly ecclefiaftical writers, has beeti eminently 
Afplayed in a controverfy now lubfifdng, 
the fubjeft of which is of the higheH inn- 
portance. 

Left indeed of human learning was 
needed by the clergy, when the world 
around them had none ; as was the cafe in 
the dark ages preceding the Reformation. 
To the clergy, however, of thofe very ages 
are unbelievers indebted for the preferva- 
tion of that learning, which, fince the 
Reformation, they have employed in vain 
againft Chriftianity. From the clergy in 
modem times have, proceeded nine in ten 
of the books written to facilitate the pro- 
. . grefs 
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-grefs of literature, and dilTeminate every i> i s c. 
ipecles of it through the world \ Enemies ^"* 
to falfe philofbphy, they have ever proved 
themfelves the friends and promoters of 
that which is true. Yet- a certain author 
having very innocently mentioned ^^ a 
*^ philofophical divine," as a charadier diat 
might be fuppofed to exift without any 
contradiftion implied, the hiftorian of the 
-Roman empire is pleafed to reprefent fuch 
a fuppofed being as a strange centaur\ 
a compofition abfurd and monftrous, half 
man and half brute. According to his 
own ideas, however, the reprefentation 
may be juft enough ; for a philolbpher, as , 
we have too much reafon to apprehend, in 
HIS acceptation of the word, is an unbe- 
liever; a divine is (and let us hope will 
always continue to be) a believer. .Wis- 
dom, it feems, was bom with the infidel, 
and will die with him. We will take the 
liberty, notwithftanding, to fay — becaule 

. . » See the late Dr. Jortin's admirable Charge, upon thu 

fuhjed, at the end of his Sermons. 
^ \d[. ii» p. 369. 
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j> I s c. it is true — ^that whatever learning may at 
' any time have botti brought to the attack, 
there has never hitherto been found a 
deficiency of it for the defence of reli^on ; 
neither will th^re be found any iiidi 
deficiency, we truft, in time to come, 
while our fchools and univerfities (chiefly 
under the management and direction of 
clergymen) fhall continue tp exift and 
•fiounfli. From confidering the nature of 
that wifdom we are in the text exhorted to 
acquire^ this leads us to beftow fome re- 
flexions. 

Secondly, on the beft method of ac- 
quiring it. 

Learning is that which may be learned. 
As wifdom is not communicated by in- 
Ipiration, fo neither is it bom with uS. We 
come into the world without principles of 
any kind, becaufe without ideas of any 
kind. This opinion was long contro- 
verted, as being thought to militate againfl: 
religion. But the apprehenfion appears to 

hav^ 



and the Means of obtaining it. ^^ 

have been groundlefs. The doftrine is disc. 
eftablilhed, and religion has received no ^^^* 
detriment. 



It is ftill, ttcverthclcfs, imagined, that a 
man may make wonderful difcoveries by the 
exercifc of his own powers. But the firft 
ftep in the procefs has been fometimes 
unaccountably overlooked. It has been: 
forgotten, that thofe powers muft be elicit- 
ed and formed by cultivation ; that every 
man muft be taught by ibme one how to 
ufe them, or that he will difcover nothing* 
A truth, when it has been propofed and 
explained to us, appears clear and evident ; 
all the tmths contained in the propofitions 
of EucUd appear fo : but furely it fol- 
lows not, that, without information, wc 
Ihould have difcovered them, or have onge 
thought concerning them. This is a fal- 
lacy, by which mankind of late have been 
greatly milled. No inftance can be pro- 
duced, from Adam to the prefent hour, of a 
fmgle human being, brought up apart from 
all inftruftors, who ever fpoke or reafoned. 

The 
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B 1 s c. The ftatc indeed is unnatural, and one into 
^^^' which man cannot fall, but by accident. 
In the common courfe of things. Provi- 
dence has been pleafed to ordain, that he 
ihould be bom in Ibciety, and have thofe 
about him, who never fail to teach him as 
much as they themfelves know ; their Ian- 
guage, and the notions current among 
them. Thefc he learns ; and if he be 
taught no more, he knows no more. 

Our countrymen fent, in queft of a new 
continent, to vifit the extremities of the 
old ones, and the diftant ifles of the South 
Sea, have returned with accounts, which 
confirm what has been faid, and may ferve 
to convince us, that " man is born," as 
the Scripture expreflcs it, " like a wild 
*^ afs's colt'';" and, without education, will 
continue fuch : that he is born with capa- 
bilities only, and is in reality what he is 
made by inftruftion. Thefe accounts 
Ihould produce in us a fentiment of pity 

* Job xi. u. 

for 
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for otir fellow creatures, whofe condition disc* 
is ib truly deplorable; and one at the fame ^^^* 
time of gratitude to our heavenly Father, 
who has caft our lot in a fairer ground. 
Some modttrn philofophers feem to think 
the rocks of Patagonia, and the deferts of 
New Zealand, to be the only fchools in 
which human nature can be ftudied to 
advantage. But iurely we might as well 
expe<3: a ftatuary to accomplifli himfclf in 
his art, by looking all day at a block of 
marble, becaufe out of that block a ftatue 
may be formed. Shall we judge of a 
plant, by contemplating the feed from 
which it is to fpring? No: let us view 
the tree, it's root fixed in the earth, and 
drawing moifture from beneath ; it's trunk 
fully grown, it's branches expanded, and 
drinking in the dew of heaven from above; 
the whole invefted with it's foliage as a 
beautiful garment, and crowned with it's 
fruit in the fealbn. Let us not frame our 
ideas of human nature by furveying an 
infant, or a favage. Shew us the man 
completely formed and perfeAed by a 

liberal, ^ 
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i> I i c. liberal^ a learned^ and a reli^ow educar- 

From tlie mountaiils of Switzefhnd a 
voice has been heard^ proclaimings that we 
are adl miftaken ; that to teach (in maty 
ters of religion and moraUty) is to pre^ 
judice; and therefore infuie^ iays this 
^hilofopher^ no principles into the minds 
of youth ; let them adopt their own^ when 
they come to years of difcretion. 

But ftill it is an indifputable fad, that 
men muft learn : and they who do not 
learn betimes, will learn with far more 
difficulty when advanced in years. The 
foil ftifFens and hardens by continuing 
untilled. The ground muft be broken up, 
and good feed muft be fown, by him who 
expe6b to fee vallies covered over with 
com, at the time of harveft. Weeds and 
thiftles only will be the fpontaneous and 
imhappy produce. If children are not 
early conduiftcd into the paths of truth 
and virtufe, they will be found, at a ma- 

turer 
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turcr age, in thofe of error and vice. We 
cannot, I am afraid, prevail upon the 
world, the flefli, and the devil, to ftand 
neuter, during the experiment ; an experi- 
ment which whoever Ihall make once, 
without pretending to the fpirit of prophe- 
cy, we may venture to predid:, will find 
no encouragement to make it again. The 
truth is> we muft teach children the bcft 
we can, while they are young, leaving 
them to alter and corred afterwards, if 
they fhall fee occafion. The nature of 
the thing admits of no other method con- 
fiftent with the dida^tcs of reafon and 
common lenfe. 

Inftruftion being thus neceflary, we are 
to confider through what hands it may be 
moft advantageoufly conveyed. Through 
thofe, perhaps it will be faid, of tho 
parents. One Ihould certainly imagine {n 
at firft fight. But then, all parents are 
not able to inftrud:, having not been 
themfelves llifficiently inftrucfted. Thofe 
of them who are able, may not be willing 
z to 
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p I s c. to fubmit to the tafk ; while many, botji 
^^^' able and willing, cannot find leifnre from 
their ncceflary bufmefs, to undertake it. 
The fault of Mr. Locke's treatife is, that it 
iuppofes none of thefe cafes to happen, but 
that a-father fliall always be at liberty to 
take care of his fbn's education. The 
fame fault is chargeable on the plan of a 
very fenfible and agreeable inftrudrefs of a 
neighbouring kingdom. With great force 
of genius, and goodnefs of heart, Ihe 
defcribes two perfons of noble birth as 
giving up the world, and retiring, for a 
courfe of years,, from pubhc life, that they 
might devote their time and fortune to the 
education of their children**. Undoubt- 
edly, the defign is praife-worthy. They 
were excellently well employed. Would 
to God, that many of their rank were io 
employed, in every kingdom upon earth. 
But all cannot do it; the fcheme can 
never become general. 

, There is, befides, another difficulty in 

* Theodore ct Adele, par M. la Compteffe de Genlls. ^ • 

the 
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the way. The partiality and fondnefs of i> i s c. 

die tutor, when that tutor is a father, may ^ 

often do the pupil an injury, the efFefts of 
which will go with him through life. To 
prevent this, the Spartans, by a law of the 
ftate, took children, at a certain age, out 
of the hands of their parents, and placed 
them under other mafters. The Hebrews 
had their fchools of the prophets, the 
Greeks and Romans their academies and 
gymnafia ; and fmce the revival of learn- 
ing in thefe latter days, the weftera world , 
has abounded with fchools and univer- 
fities; of which, without incurring the 
charge of felf-adulation, we may truly lay, 
none have exceeded thofe in our own 
country. 

In a public education, the means and 
inftruments neceflaiy for the acquifition 
of learning are poffeffed in a more full 
and complete * manner. The mailer can, 
give his time and his thoughts wholly to 
the work. Conllant and long experience 
confers a degree of Ikill not otherwife to be 
z z attained. 
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DISC, attained. A fpirit of emulation is excited 

XII 

1. in the fcholar^ who goes on with more 

Iprightlineis and alacrity in the company 
of his fchool-fellows^ forgetting thofe that 
are behind, and preffing forward to thofb 
who are before, with the determination of 
a Caefar, that nothing is yet done, while 
any thing remains to be done. A regular 
■^jcceffion of bufineis at ftated times inures 
Iiim to live by rule, and forbids him to be 
idle ; while the difcipline by which it is 
enforced, renders him healthy and hardy 
in mind and body. By being put fo foon 
' to manage and buftle for himfelf, he is 
prepared for the world into which he mufl 
enter, and in which he muft pafs his dayst 
the various tempers and difpofitions. of hij^ 
numerous companions bring him acquaint- 
ed with thofe of mankind, among whom 
he is to pals them : and he forn^s connec- 
tions, which by banilhing felfilhnels, by 
exchanging offices of friendlhip, by mutual 
ailiflance and communication of iludiesi as 
well as in many other ways, contribute 
towards his pafEng them with pleafure 

and 
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ittd emolument. If all who are engaged disc. 

XII. 

in the Ibperintendence of our public femi- ' 
naries could only beftow equal attention 
on the learning and morals of thofe under 
their care, fo that they might go forth 
(and fuch, you will all bear me witnefs, 
hare lately gone forth from hence) good 
MEN as well as good' scholars, the dif- 
putc between the patrons of public and 
private education would be, perhaps, in 
great meailire, at an end. 

RefpeAing the method of fchool inftruc- 
tion at prefent in ufe amongft us, it is one 
which has b^en long tried, and found 
fuccefsfiil ; witnefs thofe great and fliining 
charafters, formed under it*s aufpices, 
which adorn our annals; nor have it*s 
advcrfaries yet been able to propole an- 
other, liable, upon the whole, to fewer ob- 
jciftions. 

The bbfervations made by an excellent 
writer on the plan prcypofed by the great 

z 3 Mlton 
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DISC. Milton arc tod valuable not to be recited 
to you upon the prefent occafion. 

^* The purpofe of Milton, as it feems, 
*' was to teach fomething more folid than 
'^ the common literature of Schools, by 
" reading thofe authors that treat of phyfi- 
*' cal fubjeAs, fiich as the George and 
*^ aftronomical treatifes of the ancients. 
'* But the truth is, that the knowlcge of 
^* external natur?, and of the fciences 
^' which that knowlege requires or in- 
^^ eludes, is not the great or the frequent 
^* bulinefs of the human mind. Whether 
^' we provide for ad:ion or converfation, 
* ' whether we wifti to be \uleful or pleaf^ 
** ing> the firft requifite is the religious and 
^^ moral knowlege of right and wrong: 
" the next is an acquaintance with t^ie 
" hiftory of mankind, and with thofe 
^' examples which may be faid to embody 
" truth, and prove by events the reafona- 
*' blenefs of opinions. Prudence and juf- 
^' tice are virtues of all times, and of all 
/' places ; we are perpetually moralifts, but 

*' we 
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** we are g^ometridans only by chajico* disc. 
'^ Our intercourfe with intelledlual nature ^^^* 
" is neceflary ; our fpeculations upon mat- 
" ter are voluntary and at leifure. Phyfi- 
*^ cal knowlege is of iiich rare emergence, 
*^ that one man may know another half 
*^ hi^ life, without being able to cftimate 
^^ his IkiU in hydroftratics, or aftronomy ; 
"but his moral and prudential char^fter 
" immediately appears. Thofe authors 
" therefore are to be read at Schools, that 
" fupply moft axioms of prudence, moll 
" principles of moral truth, and . moft 
"materials fof converfation : and thefe 
" purpofes are beft anfwered by poets, ora- 
^^ tors, and hiftorians*." / 

Some have thought, that as we are now 
furnilhed with tranflations of the ancient 
claflical authors, we may fpare ourfelves 
the trouble of learning their languages. — r 
Were the queftion only concerning matters 
of fad, it might be deemed perhaps of 

.\ 
? Dr Johofoo m his Life of Milcon, p. 14?. 

z 4 little 
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p I s c. little importance to confidcr by what 

YT T 

__ means we come at the knowlege of them, 
fo that we do but obtain the truth; 
though, by the way, whether in particular 
inftances we have obtained it, can often 
only be know^n (as was obfervcd before in 
the cafe of the Scriptures) by confulting 
the originals. But there is much more in 
the matter. The writers of Greece and 
Rome are our mafters in ftyle and compo- 
fitioh ; with relation to which, the fpirif 
of every piece will evaporate in the tranf- 
fufion. Next in value to knowlege, is the 
mode of communicating it with eafe and 
propriety. They who have ftudied die 
beft writers of antiquity with this view, 
will always themfelves be the beft writers 
in any other language. When thefe fhall 
ceafe to be regarded as pur models, elegant 
fimplicity and manly energy will give place 
to a falfe glare of afFedation and refine- 
ment : looie and licentious tenets will be 
tricked out in the meretricious gairb' of 
falfe eloquence. A vitiated tafte in writ- 
ing, like that which preceded the decline 

and 
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and downfal of the Roman empire, will disc. 
precede our own. Tagitus and Seneca ^^^\ 
will be imitated, rather than Caefar and 
Cicero : epithet, point, and antithefis will 
prevail ; and we fliall prepare for ilavery, 
by " babbling a diale<3: of France." 

Nothing could tend more to accelerate 
a cataftrgphe of this kind than the adop- 
tion of that iyftem of foppery and inuno- 
rality recommended by a late noble author, 
enaraojared, almoft to diftraftion, of the 
language and manners of our neighbours^ 
upon the continent. Learning and religion 
would then no longer make a part in the 
education of our youth. One would be 
banifhed under the notion of pedantry, the 
other excluded by the name of luperftition. 
Travel and a knowlege of the world, it 
ieeras, may fupply the place of both* Tq 
know the world, is doubtlefs expedient ; in . 
fome circumftances neceflary. But a man 
Ibould know many other things b^ore he 
enters upon that ftudy, or he will do well 
not to enter upon it at all. Let him lay 

in 
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p I s c. in a ftock, and that no moderate one, of 
ufeful learning and found principles, ere he 
fet out upon his travels ; or he will be 
little the better for having feen the world, 
though the world may be fomewhat the 
merrier for having feen him. If he go out 
an ignoramus, he will come home a pro- 
fligate, with the atheift ingrafted upon the 
blockhead. As to the bufinels of the 
GRACES — before the glofs can be given, 
a fubftance muft be prepared to receive 
it ; and folid bodies take the brighteft po- 
lifh. 

From what has been faid, you will per- 
haps be induced to think, that in times 
like thefe, and in a matter of fiich import- 
ance, projects of innovation are dangerous 
things. We know what we are to lole : 
let us be well informed what we are to 
gain ; left we Ihould be led to exchange 
an old lyftcm with fome defeAs, for a new 
one with many more ; defects which are 
of little confequence, for defeats which 
are of very great confequence indeed 

to 
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to the general Hate of learning, pnd the i>isc« 
conftitution of our country. Reformation . 
was the word, in the laft century; and 
one was at length efFefted, which fwept 
away fchools and univerfities, with the go- 
vernment civil and ecclefiaftical. The reve- 
nues allotted to the lupport of cathedrals, 
and thefe their appendages, were feized, 
with a view to augment the smaller 
LIVINGS. But mark the event — ^When 
the eftates were fold, the prefbyterian 
minifters, who had taken pofleffion of the 
livings, and expefted the augmentation, 
were told, to their utter aftonifliment, that 
the money was wanted to support pub- 
lic CREDIT. It was wanted, and it was 
applied accordingly^ — All was then over- 
whelmed by a deluge of enthufiafin, and 
illiterate fanaticilin. The deluge which 
now threatens us is one of another kind, 
but not a whit lefs formidable. 



^ See Warner's Ecclefiaflical Hillorjr, ii. 580. Collier, 
ii. 848. Nalfon> ii^ 294. 

Thus 
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DISC. Thus much for the wifdom wc arc ex- 
horted to acquire, and the method of ao- 
quinng it. A few words, fhall be faid^ and 
they ihall he but few, in the 

Third and laft place, upon the advan- 
tages attending fuch acquifition to thfe 
individual himielf, and to the community. 

To the individual, wifdom is indeed, m 
Solomon properly ftyles it, *^ the prind- 
** pal thing." The feat of it's refidence is 
in the nobleft part of the human compofi- 
tion ; and that noble part it renders ftill 
more noble. What elfe gives to man the 
fuperiority over brutes ; to angels over 
man ; and to the Omnifcient (Jver all his 
creatures ? " The Lord is a God of 
** knowlege*," and wifdom was with him 
from eternity**. 

The pleafures of wifdom exceed all 
others, in kind, degree, and duration, far 

« I Sam.ii. 3. ' Prov, viii. 22. Wifdom ix. 9. 

as 
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as heaven is higher than earth. '* Her i> i s c. 

XII 

'* ways are ways of plcafantnefs, and all ^ 

" her paths are peace */* A ftudious dif- 
petition makes thofe who are bleflcd with 
it valuable, good, and happy* It enables 
them to find a paradife in fblitude, and 
profitably, as well as agreeably, to fill up 
the intervals of bufinefs. It renders them 
little fenfible to the allurements of external 
objeiSb, to thofe trifles and improprieties 
which difgrace the man, and degrade the 
Chriflian. The ill inftrufted and unem- 
ployed are the perfbns whofe imagination 
is always wandering and afloat. For want 
of folid nourifliment, their curiofity and 
their appetites turn to objefts dther vain 
or dangerous ; and hence proceed all 
thofe inventions for fquandering away 
thought and time, which generally end in 
a forgetfulnefs of God and ourfelves* It ii^ 
incredible what inconveniences are avoided 
by thofe, w^ho can pals their vacant hours 
with books, and their own thoughts/ 

* Prov. iii. 17. 



u 



Hap^y" 



350 ^be CbaraSer of true Wifihm, 

1 s c. " Happy" — fays a prelate, in his day, thd 
^^^* admiration and delight of mankind, I mean 
the all accomplilhed Archbifhop of Cam* 
bray — *' Happy they, who are difgufted 
*^ with violent pleaiiires, and know^ how 
" to be pleafed with the fweets of an 
<^ innocent life. Happy they who delighft 
<^ in inftniftion, and find a fatisfa6lion in 
*^ cultivating their minds with knowlege. 
" Into whatever fituation adverfe fortune 
*' may throw them, they always carry en- 
" tertainment with them ; and the dif- 
" quiet, which preys on others in the 
^' midft of pleafiires, is unknown to thofe 
** w^ho can employ themfelves in reading. 
" Happy they, who love to read V Let 
it be added, that this happinels is one, 
which as the vv^orld does not . give, io 
neither can- the world take away* It will 
never leave us, but continue a faft and 
firm friend, when every other plealure 
fliall have forfaken us. Wifdom will 



* Telemachus, b. ii. See Phillips on the Study of Sa- 
cred Literacare, p. 1 74. 

comfort 
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comfort tis in the day of fbrrow, and fup- disc. 

port us in the hour of death. Like the ll 

holy ark accompanying the camp of Ifrael, 
flic will go with us over Jordan, and con- 
duit us to our inheritance in the land of 
promifp, ^* Exalt her," fays the wife man, 
in the words immediately following my 
text— r" Exalt her, and flie Ihall promote 
** thee ; fhe Ihall bring thee to honour 
*' when thou doft embrace her ; flic 
*^ fliall give to thine head an ornament of 
'^ grace, a crown of glory fliall flic deliver 
'' to thee." 

To a community the advantages of wif- 
dom are many and great. A nation glories 
not lefs in the learning, than in the valour 
of her fons. Long and illuftrious is the 
train of literary heroes, which Britain be- 
holds with an honefl: and confcious pride, 
who from age to age have filled the moft 
exalted fl:ations in church and fl:ate, or 
prefided in the different departments of 
fcience, or, from the fhades of an honoura- 
ble and lettered retirement, fent forth 
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p I s c. their writings -for the- entertsdnment and 
^"' inftrudion of mankind. 



My younger brethren^ the hope of the 
riiing generation, our future joy and 
crown, all thefe were men like yourfelves, 
trained in the fame courfe of education. 
Think of their examples, and emulate 
their fame. The trophies of Miltiades, 
you know, would not fuffer Themiftocles 
to fleep* Hear the author of the book of 
Ecclefiafticus upon this iubje^^, in a chap- 
ter read conftantly at our univerfities, on 
the days appointed for a fblemn comme- 
moration of founders and benefa<9tors. 
*^ Let us now praifc famous men and our 
" fathers that begat us. The I^rd hath 
" wrought great glory by them through 
" his great power from the beginning. 
" Such as did bear rule in their kingdoms, 
** men renowned for their power, giving 
'* counfel by their underftaading, and 
" declaring prophecies : leaders of the peo- 
" pie by their counfcls, and by their know- 
" lege of learning meet for the people ; 

'' wife 
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'^ wife and eloquent in their inftrudions. i>isc. 

^^ All thefe were honoured in their gene- ^ 

" rations, and were the glory of their 
^' times. Their bodies ^e buried in peace, 
^^ but their name liveth for evermore." 
While the world Ihall laft, and any regard 
be paid to that which deferves regard, 
^^ the people will tell of their wifdom, and 
*^ the congregation will fliew forth their 
'' praife ^" 

If therefore there be any virtue, if there 
be any praife, think on thefe things, medi- 
tate on them, give yourfelves wholly to 
them. Time is on the wing. It flies, 
to return no more. Seize the moments 
as they pafs, and employ them to the beft 
advantage. Lofe not the golden opportu- 
nity /the fweet hour of prime, the morn- 
ing of youth, health, and ftrength. Con- 
quer the difficulties at firft fetting out, and 
all will be pleafure ever after. Labour 
now, and comfortable will be your reft, 

" Epclu$. xliv. 

A a when 
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DISC, when the feafon of labotir fliall be oven 
' " For glorious is the fruit of labour, and 
" the root of wifdom fhaU never fall 
^' away"." Let the fan<9:ity qlyour man- 
ners keep pace with the improvement of 
your minds. To yotir governors be re- 
fpcAfiil and obedient ; to your companions, 
gentle and loving ; to all, courteous and 
obliging. And that the divine bleffing 
may be upon you in what you do, remem- 
ber to begin and end your ftudies with 
prayer. " If any man lack wifdom, let 
" him afk of God •." Let him afk that, 
as the fon of David did, and all things 
elfe, judged proper for him, fhall be added 
to it P. Pray, therefore, that God would 
" give you wifdom that fitteth by his 
^' throne, and rejeft you not from among 
** his children : that he would fend her 
*' out of his holy heavens, and from the 
*' throne of his glory, that being prefent, 
*' Ihe may labour with you, that you may 
^' know what is pleafmg unto him. For 

* Wifdom iii. 15. ® James i. 5. Pi Kings iii. 11. 

'' Ihe 
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" Ihe knoweth and underftandcth all things, disc. 

" and fhe fliall lead you foberly m your do- *^ 

" ings, and prefcrve you by her power. So 
^' fliall your works be acceptable ^" in the 
fight of heaven and earth, bringing glory to 
God, credit to your inftrudlors, comfort to. 
your friends, honour to yourfelves, and be- 
nefit to your country. 

^ Wifdom ix. 4, 10, 5rc. 
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DISCOURSE XIII. 



THE PRAISE OF GOD PERFECTED OUT OF THE 
MOUTHS OF BABES AND SUCKLINGS* 



PSALM XXXlV. il. 



Come, ye children, hearken unto me : I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord, 

IT IS one mark of that wifdom by which d i s di 
the world is governed, that the affiA- ^^^^* 
ance afforded is proportioned to the necef- 
:rities of the times wherein flich affiftance 
IS called for. When the darknefs which 
covers a land becomes fo thick as to make 
men defpair of it's removal, light fhall 
fuddeniy arife from an unexpe<3:ed quarter; 
fmall, indeed, and fcarce difcernible, at 
jfirfl ; but gently and gradually increaiiiig, 
A a 3 till 
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p I s c. till the darknefs vanifhes, and the perfect 

XIII 

1 day IS formed. When corruption of one 

kind or other has in fiich a manner over- 
fpread the face of reUgion, that it's features 
are fcarcely any longer to be diftinguifhed, 
a reforming hand fliall appear, to do away 
the foil contraftcd in a courfe of ages, 
and reftore the pifture to it's original 
beauty. 

If a preacher mentions the Iniquity of the 
age, it is regarded by many as a fort of 
cant ; as a neceflary ingredient in the 
compofition of a fermon ; and we arc 
afked, if we think nations have not been 
as bad formerly ? Undoubtedly many 
have ; for which reafbn, God deftroycd 
them, and raifed up others to fupply their 
places. In the days of Noah, and in thofe 
of Lot, men were as wicked as they are 
now; they were more fb ; for a flood came 
upon them in one cafe, a ftorm qf fire and 
brimftone in the other. And whenever 
wc Ihall be altQgether like them (which 
God forbid we ever fhould be), judgment, 

in 
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in fome fiiape, will leize upon us, " The disc. 
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'' kingdom of God ftiall be taken from us, -- 
'' and given to ^ nation that will bring 
'' forth the fruits thereof." Such is the 
rule of heaven's proceedings, and it altereth 
not. We are not yet overthrown, becaufe 
ov^r mealure is not yet filled up ; but if 
we continue daily employed in filling it, 
that meafure muft in time be full. 

. The matter is, however, of late '^ come 
*^ home to our bufinefs and our bofbm3." 
A lawlels tribe of profligate, defperate, un- 
feeling villains have broken loofe upon the 
public, to rob, to maim, and to murder ; 
lb that we can no longer travel with com- 
fort upon the road, or fleep with fecurity 
in our beds, Numbers of thefe wretches 
are from time to- time apprehended, and 
crowded together in prifons ; from whence 
fome come forth again to make frefli 
ravages in fociety, tenfold more the chil- 
dren of hell (if poffible) than they went 
in ; while othejs furnifti out mournful and 
horrible executions of twenty or thirty at 
A a 4 a time. 
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ISC. a time, to the aftohifliment of the king- 
"^' doms around us, and our <!>wn fliame and 
confuiion of face. How happenif it, fay fo- 
reigners to our countrymen, when upon 
their travels abroad — how happens it, that 
under a conftitutioii^ of which you boaft, 
as the glory of the world, monthly fcentt 
«e exhibited, which would fhock the 
minds of Turks and Tartars ? This is a 
queftion more eafily afked, than aniwered. 
The fad:, alas, is certain; and even the 
ptiblic prinb begin to exclaim, that there 
is no police amongft us, no remedy for 
thefc dilbrders; and, in Ihort, that all rs 
over. 

But let us not hj any means defpair. 
This would only make bad worfe. If we 
once bring ourfelves to fancy that no 
remedy can be found, no remedy ever 
will be found ; for none will ever be 
fought. 

Dark as the profpeft was, a ray of light 
has broken in upon it, and that from an 

unexpected 
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in fome fiaape, will feize upon us, " The disc. 
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'' kingdom of God ftiall be taken from us, -- 
/' and given to ^ nation that will bring 
'' forth the fruits thereof" Such is the 
rule of heaven's proceedings, and it altereth 
not. We are not yet overthrown, becaufe 
ov^r mealure is not yet filled up ; but if 
we continue daily employed in filling k, 
that meafure muft in time be full. 

. The matter is, however, of late '^ come 
*^ home to our bufinefs and our bofom3." 
A lawleis tribe of profligate, defperate, un- 
feeling villains have broken loofe upon the 
public, to rob, to maim, and to murder ; 
fo that we can no longer travel with com- 
fort upon the road, or fleep with fecurity 
in our beds. Numbers of thefe wretches 
are from time to- time apprehended, and 
crowded together in prifons ; from whence 
fome come forth again to make frefli 
ravages in fociety, tenfold more the chil- 
dren of hell (if poffible) than they went 
in; while others furnifti out mournful and 
horrible executions of twenty or thirty a^t 
A a 4 a time^ 



^69 I'be Praife of God perfe£led 

p 1 s c. In the cafe of good as well as bad, *^ a 
"^^' " little leaven (and this can hardly be 
" called ,a little) lea^yeneth the whole 
** lump." 



The inftitution intended, as you all well 
know, is that of Sunday schools, which 
fecms to addrcls itfelf to the parties con- 
cerned, in the words of the text ; " Come, 
>* ye children, hearken unto me ; I will 
" teach you the fear of the Lord/* 

The perfons to be taught under this in- 
ftitution are children. 

It is a great happinefs that men, in their 
prefent ftate, are not immortal. An evil 
generation paffes away ; and therefore, if 
proper care be taken, it may be fiicceeded 
by a good one. Elfe were the cafe of the 
world lamentable indeed. With old of- 
fenders little can be done. Hard labour^ 
fpare diet, and, above diW,folitudef might do 
ibmething ; and the experiment, it is 
greatly hoped, will be made. But, in ge- 
neral, 
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unexpefted quarter.-^' An inftitution' has i> i s c. 
been fct on foot by a private * individiaal, ^1 
to the excellency of which erery man who 
loves his country muft rejoice to bear his 
teftimony. From fmall beginnings it has 
increafed and diifnfed itfclf in a wond^ful 
manner;' and if it be generally taken tip 
through the kingdom, efpecially in the 
metropolis, with the fame zeal and judg- 
ment which have been Ihewn in the 
management of it among you, the fagacity 
of the wifeft cannot forefee how much 
good may in the end be done by it, and 
how far it may go towards laving a great 
people from impending ruin. At the mo- 
ment in which I am Ipeaking, not lefs 
than one hundred thoufand pupils arc faid 
to be in training under it's care. There 
may foon be ten times that number ; and 
if it finally fucceed with half thefe, five - 
hundred thoufand honeft men and vjirtuous 
women, duly mingled in the mafs of tl^e 
com.munity, will make a great alteration. 

» Mr. Raikes of Gkfuce(l«% - 

In 
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DISC, in the knowlcge and praftice of their duty 
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to God and man ; more efpecially, to i<^ii 
them a proper example. This I fay would 
be to aft the part of wife men, as well as 
good men. For when the religious princi- 
ple is once perifhed and gone in the Poor, 
human laws will lofe their cfFeft^ -and be 
fet at nought. 

• I will mcntidn a remarkable inftance of 
this, well attefted. Afervant, who. had 
made the improvement that might be 
expefted from hearing the irreligious ^nd 
blafphemous converfation continually paf-» 
fmg at the table where it was his place to 
wait^ took an opportunity to rob his maf-^ 
ter. Being apprehended, and urged to 
give a reafon for this infamous behaviour, 
*' Sir," faid he, '' I had heard you io 
" often talk of the impoffibility of a future 
^\ ftate, and that after death there was no re-f 
" ward for virtue, nor puniihment for vice, 

*» The table was that of thfe late Mr. Mallet. Tie faa 
is related by Davies in his Life of Garrick, vol. ii. p. 59. 

'' that 
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neral, if the hufbandman has in vain dug i> isc. 



aibout the trees in his garden, and taken 
every other ftep necefiarjr for their im- 
provement ; his method muft be, to traiii 
up younger and better plants, which may 
anfwer the end of their plantation, and 
bear fruit, when the others Ihall no langfi 
be fiifFered to Cumber the ground. 

The children propofed to be inftruAed 
are thofe of the poor. 

Of every conxmunity, as it has pleafed 
God to ordain in the prefent conftitution 
of things, the poor muft always form a 
very confiderable majority. The ncceffitics 
of mankind could never elfe be iupplied ; 
for the rich will not labour ; but they are 
conftrained to pay thofe, who for their 
own, and the common good^ can and will 
labour. In return for thefe Services, the 
rich, if tbsy were wife, fhould do every 
thing in their power to make and to keep 
the. poor honeft, virtuous, and religious ; to 
inftrucft, ^r prOQure them to be ijnftruifted/ 

in 



;tm> 



^66 - the Fraije if God perfeBed 

I? ISC. the Scriptures of a female fervant^ who 
,^"^' waited on the wife of Naamau, a general 
officer of the Syrians^ and converted bcgr 
mailer to the beHef and worfliip of the 
God of Ifrael'. To the poor the Gofpe^l 
was at firft preached : to the poor let it 
ftill be preached : the rich muft do as they 
pleafe ; but for the promotion of their 
intereft temporal and eternal, they canpot 
do better, than to beheve and praAife it 
themfelvcs, and ^o fee that every body be- 
lon^g to them does the fame. God de- 
fend all mafters from free-thinking fer- 
vants ! — and all fervants from free- thinking 
mafters ! 

The foregoing confiderations have been 
of a more general nature. It is time- now 
to note the pecuharities which diftinguifh 
the inftitution of Sunday schools, and 
recommend them to particular notice and 
encouragement. Thefe have already been 
fet forth to great advantage, by a worthy 

. * 2 Kings V. a. 

clergyman 
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'^ that I was tempted to commit the rob- disc. 
'' beij." ^^ Well but," replied the mafter, ^"'' 
'^ had you no fear of that death which the 
*^ laws of your country inflift upon the 
^^ crime ?** " Sir," rejoined the fervant, 
looking fternly at his mafter, *' what is 
'^ that to you, if I had a mind to venture 
*^ that ? You had removed my greateft 
^^ terror ; why Ihould I fear the lefs ?'* 

Behold the wifdom of propagating infi- 
delity and atheifm in a nation ! As the 
middle and lower orders of mankind are 
always ready to imitate the behaviour of 
their betters, this is one woful fpecimen, 
among millions, of the manner in which 
the general corruption of faith and morals 
has defcended, and infected the worlds 
We muft now therefore take up the mat- 
ter at the other end, and try, if, by reform- 
ing the poor, we cannot fliame the rich 
into better manners, and better principles. 
And for our encouragement, in oppofition 
to the inftance of a mafter perverting his 
fervant, let us recolleft that mentioned in 
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DISC, may be comprehended (perhaps all the 

^^^^' poor children in a- place) who ftand in 

need of fuch affiftance : whereas -a very 

few only could be benefited, at* the lame 

cxpcnce, for the whole week. 

III. Sunday being a day of reft from 
the labour of the hands, from worldly 
bufinefs of all forts (for fuch it ought 
to be among Chriftians), we are the more 
at liberty to employ it in the opening of 
the underftanding, and improvement of 
the heart, which is the proper employment 
of the day. And blefled are they who do 
fo employ the hours which remain, after the 
attendance on public w orlliip is over. One 
of the great lights of the law, in the lail 
century. Lord Chief Juftice Hale, went fo 
far as to fay, and has left it upon record, in 
his inftrud:ions tq his children, that he never 
failed to experience the kindly influence of 
a ' well-fpent Sunday on the bufmefs of the 
fucceeding week. He fuppofed (and I know 
of no good reafon to be given why wc 
fliould fuppofe otherwife) that, by the de- 
1^ vout 
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vout exerciies of fuch a Sunday, the mind i> i s c. 
and the temper were formed and pre- ' 

pared to encounter the fatigues and diffi- 
culties which might occur ; as alfo, that 
the favour of Heaven was a natural confe- 
quence of having kept it's commandments. 
Give me leave therefore to take this op- 
portunity of intrcating you to confider, 
whether the fece of things would not be 
very foon and very much altered for the 
better among us, if each mafter of a fe- 
mily ihould refblve to inftitute a kind of 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (if I may ib fpeak) in 
his own houfe, and dedicate the evening of 
the Lord s day to the inftru<ftion of his 
children and hisfervants in matters of reli- 
gion. I am not pleading for a Jewifli or 
a puritanical fabbath ; for a four face, or 
an ill temper*. But it feems reafonable, 
that one evening, at leaft, out of feven, 
ihould be given to this ^)od and neceflary 

* On the defign of the Chriftian iabbath, and the 
proper manner of ohferving it» fee a vtty (enfible letter in 
the SnppIemeBt to the Gentleman^s Magazine fas the 
year iJ^Sf^t" lozo. 

B b work^ 



D I » c.^and prdtc^on, are humanized and civilized^ 
^^^^"^^ Hhty arc equally furprifed and pleafed^ cm 
fuidkig the^ifelves thiis regarded, and 
quickly become different creatures. . Theif 
paflor ha£( an opportunity of vifiting> ad- 
drefling them according to their capacitie% 
examining them, conimending and re- 
warding the gQod and diligent, and re- 
proving thofe that mifbehave themfelvi^ 
In thefe circumflances^ he is always iure 
of being attended to with reverence and 
refpe6t^ and every thing he fays will be 
minded. To form early in young minds^ 
a proper difpofition towards their fpiritual 
father and teacher, is a great acquifition, 
which muft be produdive of the befl con- 
fequcnces, and would often prevent feme 
qf the worfl: evils with which we arc 
troubled. 

Laftly, let it be confidered (for though 
the confideration be of a lefs noble kind, it 
is by no means to be omitted) that by the 
principles of honefly and induftry, in- 
^lled into them, thefe children will bo 

diipofed. 
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niighbioui-d wwe at chtftish* ' And jbiovr J> i « c. 
can it be dtHenvife \ What wondcsr that ^^"' 
they Ihould turn out bad, who conftantly 
miiled the oppOTtunities (the only ones, it 
may be, which they had) of becoming 
good? The thmg-ipeaks itfelf; And in 
coiifirttiation of what was faid above re- 
i]>eifting families, let it here be added, that 
more young periple of either fex, fervants 
cfpeciaHy, are- ruined by being permitted 
to wander abroad, inftead of being welt 
employed at hbme on a Sunday evening, 
^taii on any other. THie realbn again is 
pfeih ; becaufe on that evening, for want 
of the dilcipliiie in families above recom-^ 
rriendcd, thtre is a far greater number of 
idle young people ftirring, whofe fble bu- 
fincfs it is to Icduce'and corrupt one ano- 
ther. Thus is the holieft of days, beyond 
any other, polluted and prophaned ! — *^ If 
*' the light that is in thee be darknefs, 
*' how great is that darknels !** 

V. The children of the poor, by being 

drawn out of their obfcurity into notice 

B b ;? and 
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B 1 f c.4^»d prdtc£tion, are hiunanized and ciyilized^ 
^"^"^^ They are equally furprifed and {deafed, on 
findmg themielves thus reg^ded^ and 
quickly become different creatures. ., Theiir 
paftor ha^ an opportunity of vHidng^ ad* 
dreiiing them according to their capacities^ 
examining them^ commending and re- 
warding the ggod and diligent^ and re- 
proving thofe that mifbehave themfelyes. 
In thefe circumftances^ he is always iure 
of being attended to with reverence and 
refped^ and every thing he fays will be 
minded. To form early in young minds^ 
a proper difpoiltion towards their fpiritual 
father and teacher, is a great acquiiition, 
which muft be produAive o£ the befl con- 
fequences, and would often prevent fome 
qf the worft evils with which we arc 
troubled. 

Laftly, let it be confidered (for though 
the confideration be of a lefe noble kind, it 
is by no means to be omitted) that by the 
principles of honefty and induftry, in- 
Allied into them, thefe children will be 

diipofed. 
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cGfpofed, in future, to prbvidc for theiri- i> i s c* 
Ichrcs and theilr families, the !number df - V^ 
paupers will be dimiriiflied, and that ficavy 
burthen of poor's rates lighteiled, which 
now threatens to overwhelm and cnilh 
the nation. 

It is hari^ to conceive ii fcheme whicQ 
promifes more benefits to the cotnmunity. 
And wherever it has been tried, the ttr 
peftition has been anfwcred. Childreh 
have prefTed to be admitted ; when ad- 
mitted, they have riiade due improvement ; 
and, in fbmc inftances, have, ere long, 
commenced maflers, arid been found teach- 
ing other children at home, what them- 
felves had learned at fchooL 

At firft, it was imagined, that What wis 
learned only on one "day of the week, 
'muft needs ^be forgotten before that'^^Say 
came a^ainl The obje^bh feerhed^pfeu- 
fible, but! the event ' has ' fliewn that 'ft 
wanted Tolidity. Impreflions macfe oh 
one Sunday have been found to remain oil 

i B b 3 the 
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DISC, when the laudable exafnple now before 
' our eyes fliall be followed in every pariA 
throughout the kingdom ! Grateful liirely 
muft it be to angels as well as men^ to 
behold thofe chfldren behaving with' rcve* 
rence arid devotion in the houle of C5od, 
who iriight btherwife have been com- 
mitting afts of violence ot frauds without \ 
to hcai- the praifes of the world*s Creator 

I - . . . _ r 

and ' Rcdeenicr proceeditig from mouths, 
which might have been pouring "fdrth a 
torrent of blafphemy, ot obfcenity ; to find 
a love of their duty and of their bufinefi 
implanted in hearts, where a love of idle- 
neft and of mifchicf might have taken up 
it*s abode for ever. He who does riot re- 
joice at the profpeft of ftich a change as 
this, will have difficulty in difcovering, 
why the tidings of a Saviour's birth were 
declared by the angel, who as at this fea- 
fbn announced them, to be tidings of joy. 
" Thou fhalt call his name Jesus, for he 
" fhall fave his people" — from what? — 
'^ from their sins." To fee children 
therefore wandering i^ai darknefs, ignorant 
_ of 
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paid for teachiug^ W^r^ Jth^y not,fo,|>^iJ, i> i s c. 
aqd had they no o^her means of getting ^-^' 
thoir. Ivead, they^m^uftalLbe ftaryed!.^ _ ^ 

Sudbi are the objeiElions whj^h r^have 
been hitherto produced againft the inili- 
tutibn of SUNDAY SCHOOLS, If no better 
can be produced^ it ngiuil be iai^^^tl^^ for 
aU, which appears, they are worthy of uni- 
verial encouragement. To encourage tifciem 
is to forward the great defign, of the Gof- 
pel> in a cafe, which foems^ to. ad^it no 
other, method of doing it,f jDf \% dQne with 
^ie; for one perfon can inftrud. many 
children : and it is., done at an rP^pehce 
which is a mere trifle, compared with the 
expences daily incurred in ways which af-r 
ford no real comfort to the n>ind, on. the 
recolledion. 

The inftitution foUcits and implores, 
above all, the patronage and alfiftance of 
the clergy, under whofe diredion and 
iuperintcndence, it fhould, if poflible, be 
carried on. May we live to fee the time 
B b 4 when 
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DISC, wheii the laudable exa/nple now bfefore 
' our ^cs fliall be followed m every paiiiBi 
throughout the kingdom ! Grateful lureljr 
muft it be to angels as well as men, to 
behold thbfe ch3dren behaving with' reve* 
rence arid devotion in the houfe of Grod, 
who might btherwife have been com- 
mitting afts of violence ot fraud, without \ 
■ * "ft' .. ' ■ '. 

to hear 'the praifes of the world*s Creator 
and ' R*!d'ecmcr proceeding from - mouths, 
which" might have ^been pouring "fchth a 
torrenTof bfefphemj,'ot ob'fccnity *; to find 
a love of their duty and of their bufmefi 
implanted in' hearts, where a love of idle- 
ness and of itiifchicf might have taken up 
it's abode for ever. He who does riot re- 
joice at the profpeft of ftich a change as 
this, will have difficulty in difcovering, 
why the tidings of a Saviour's birth were 
declared by the angel, who as at this fea- 
fbn announced them, to be tidings of joy. 
" Thou flialt call his name Jesus, for he 
" Ihall fave his people"-^ — from what? — 
'^ from their sins.'* To fee children 
therefore wandering iifL darknefs, ignorant 

of 
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irf-Gbd and of Ghrift, reprobate to evtryotic. 
good wodrk^ and every notida of good; and ^^^^' 
tacontiiiue idleipedators'of iuch a fcene^ 
without making thofe exertions which it is 
in our power to make — this can never be 
right in any of us, clergy or laity ; but 
muft contribute much to the weight erf] 
that charge, which Ihall one day be brought 
againft us. On the contrary, to fuccour 
thofe who are thus diftrefled for want of 
fpiritual aid ; to preferve little children in 
a ftate of innocence, or reclaim them from 
one of error and vice, by leading them 
in the ways of truth and holinefs ; thefe, 
iays one, who has fpent his life in th6 fer- 
vice of mankind, readily and zealoufly giv- 
ing his countenance and his affiftance to 
every fcheme of piety and charity that in 
a long courfe of years has been fet afoot 
among us, and to whom many of them 
owe their original ' — ^' Thefe are imperial 
" works, and worthy the immediate dif- 
^^ ciples of our Lord ;'* to whom, with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, three per- 

^ Jonas It^way, Efq. 

fons^ 
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si&c. ioM,, and one God, be afcnbed, as is jno^ 

ftmd power^ mighty xiu^eftyv s^^ dominion, 
BOW and ever. AxncrL 



DISC OURSE XIV* 



THE DUTY OF CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH. 



JUDE, V»»8JE 3. 

Beloved J zvhen I gave all diligence to write unto 
you of the common falvation^ it was needful for 
me to write unto yoUy and exhort you that you 
fhould cant end earneftly for the faith once deli- 
veredso the faints. 

IT has been a doubt among expofitors, disc. 
whether by the terms " common lal- ^^^* 
'^ vation," and '' the faith once delivered 
" to the faints/' the Apoftle intended dif- 
ferent things, or the iame thing differently 
expreffed. The latter feems moft proba- 
ble. " The faith once dehvered to the 
" faints" feems neceflarily to involve in it 
** the common falvation." But as this is 

a matter 
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D I s c. a matter of no great confcqucnce, it fhall 
"^' not detain us from tte conlidcration of 
that which certainly is-fuch, the duty here 
lb evidently enjoined of '^ contending for 
" the f^th." To take in the whole fub- 
jeft, and difcufs it as fully as the time 
ufually allowed to an exercife of this kind 
will permit, it may be expedient to be- 
ftow fbme reflexions on the object to be 
contended for; the necessity of con- 
tending for it; and the manner iii 
which the contention Ihould be carried on* 

I. The objeft to be contended for is, 
. " the faith once delivered." A queftioh 
;s at prefent warmly agitated amongft u& 
— What that faith is ? A queftion fome- 
what extraordinary at this time of day ; 
but certainly no trifling one ; lirice either 
our opponents arc guilty of degrading and 
diflionouring the Son of God and the Holy 
Spirit ; or the Chriftian Church has been 
guilty of idolatry, from the very days of 
the apoflJes. This faith, as we fay, is 
that fyfltem of truths revealed in the Holy 

Scriptures 



^bjsDuty of contending for the Faith. 38|^, 

Scriptures concerning the difpenfationii of disc. 

the God "whom we adore, and into whofe 1^ 

name we were baptized ; the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit; three perfons, 

in one God, Thefe truths are propofed 

to ms as the ground of our hope, our com?* 

fort, and our joy ; as the principles on 

which the condud: of life is to be framed^ 

accepted, and rewarded. We recdve the 

Revelation which contains the truths,' 

upon that plenary and fatisfadlory evidence 

vouchlafed us of its authenticity ; and wc 

receive the truths which it contains, on 

the authority of the Revealer. There can 

be no better reafbn for receiving thenx, 

when that Revealer is God. Ignoraijce 

and malice have fometimes pronounced 

faith to be want of fenfe ; but, iurely, 

there is as little fenfe in withholding 

affent when it ought to be given, . as in 

giving it when it ought to be withholden. 

The different articles pf our belief, dif- 
perfed in the Scriptures^ were very early 
colleded in iummaries, ftyled Creeds, rcr 

cited 
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D I s c» cited at baptUm, and eonftitating tihencc- 
^'^' forth the badge aiid teft of a man s pro^ 
feffioa*. 



By a formulary of this kind, the cate- 
chumen himielf was inftru6led ; die faith> 
once delivered, tranfmittcd down to pofte- 
rity ; the members of the ipiritual focicty 
were kept together ; the do^ncs by them 
believed and taught, made knoVihfi to the 
world, and diftinguiflied from a muftitade' 
of heterogeneous and erroneous oph&ons, 
by them difclaimed ; a comie6tion with 
the maintainers of which would juftly 
have brought difcredit on themfelves and 
their caufe. 



» >Iothing can be Wronger . for the doftrine of the 
Trinity, as one of it'» ableil advocates jufUy obferves, than 
that the moft ancient creeds (hould have been comprifed 
(for lb. many learned men, upon good grounds, have con- 
ceived that they were comprifed) in thefe few words : " 1 
** believe in God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
** Ghoft ;" fmce it is declaring the Sacred Three to be the 
One God ; and no man^ who had been baptized according to 
this form, could be ignorant of the dodlrine.— See Water- 
land*s Importance of the Do6b-ine of die Trinity, with 
the Authors tkere referred to, p. 203* 

For 



For theie i^e^Soos, tlic nib of Greeds i)-! s c« 
appears to, have been at firft iatrodiiced, '^^^l 
and fine© continued. They who have at 
any time thought proper to depart from 
lucfa as. were cflabhfhed in the body to 
which they originally belonged^ ibon found 
it neceflary to eftablilh Ibmc of their own. 
The Arians, rejefting that agreed upon at 
Nicc^ drew up iucceffively many, othftrs ; 
I think, not fewer than feventcen, in the 
fpace of forty years. And remarkable are 
the words of Molheim concerning the So- 
cinians : " They dreaded the eiFeds of 
'* inteftine , difcord, which portended the 
*^ ruin of their community, before it could 
^^ arrive at any meafure of ftability or con* 
^* fiftcnce. This apprehenfion was too 
*^ well founded ; for, as yet, they had 
** agreed upon no regular lyftem of prin-r 
^^ ciples, whidi might ferve as a centre and 
boHd. of union. A funmiary of their 
religious dodrine was firft publiibed in 
the year 1574. Their iyftem, after- 
wards changed and new modelled, re- 
quired a new confcffion of faith, to 

^' make 
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i>isc. ** make known its principles^ and give a 
J^][]^ " clear and full account of it's prcfeiit 
" flate. A new form was drawn iip by 
"Socinus himfelf, and f^kd the Raco- 
" viAN Catechism, which is llill cbn- 
" fidcred as the confession of faith of 
"the whole feftV* 



The true queilion therefore concerning 

Creeds feems to be, not whether any fhall 

"be impofed, but who ihall be the impo-^ 

fei? ? Now, let us only fuppofe, that the 

. dire<ftion of ecclefiaftical matters in this 

kingdom Ihould pals into the hands of 

thofe perfbns, who regard the docStrine of 

the Trinity as involving in it an abfiirdity 

equal to that of Tranliibftantiation, and as 

being the grand obftacle to the converfiori 

. of Jews, Mahometans, and Deiils ; wlio 

deem the worlhip of Chrift to be grols 

idolatry, and high treafon againft the ma- 

jefty of thQ one fupreme God ; muft not 

. > Moflicim's Ecclcf. Hifl. cent. xvi. fc^. iii. part ii. 
qhap.- iv. § ix* 

the 
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the new unitarian chtirdh, -w^tfi it*s'cbnt-Di«<^.; ' 

feffion and fervices, be fo conftituted, as /, 

utterly and for ever to exclude us from 
becoming members of it ? Moft undbubt- 
edly,, and of necellity, it ftiuft. " Art^tmi-^ 
" tariaiiJ people (we are>told) Will riot' long 
^^ be Satisfied With a; trinitarian eftablifli-* 
" ment/* '. Indeed, I foppofe thiy will iiot ; -; 
they will endeavour to ovctturti it:-^nd<it Is 
our buHnefs to prevent them froni- fo difilnig*^' 

Thereafoning that has been la often 
employed againft the propriety of decifions 
by fallible men, feems itfelf to be a fyiacy, 
confuted by commo;n fenfh,' nidtter of fid, 
and univerfal experience.' A fociety of* 
fallible men will always dfecide ft>r theiii- 
felves : they muft do fo; they mtift do, 
the beft they can. Another fociety of 
fallible men will decide differently. Indi- 
viduals muft like wife decide for them- 
felves, to which fociety they will be united, 
or whether they will be united to either : 
and all muft bear with one another. The 
c c nature 



^.l^^- natu^e^^of the ca^.:i^ms to adspit^of jjo.' 
^— otiiert.g^ethod. , f/ . ; : - rivT:.. 

;*^. •♦ , •; ■•. i ;■■; Mi^Jj. 

. la the rqeain time; '|;he uxUtewkm^iih^d. 
omfider, that we fnay b^ as feriAlj!, pci-r 
fnaded €f, tti^e tfutl»:,of t)ur» dcxftrimica^ ais 
thcy:e*ilei)e:.of the trutli of thiirs.!: Thdy 
Ihould: d<3i i)s, the juftiifc ta bdieVe that we 
aye fo\i( that wejdo liot fee tiw; akfifrfitifis ? 
im^ttjd, tQ .^1; nor, when . we tnch thi^ 
doftrine of three Persons, intend to teach 
that:>Qf three , Gods ^ . t 

'Sor(^^ once our brethren in thye faitli, 
have forfaken it, arid gone: out frtom us. 
Yfc lament— we muft laraientr— their cfo* 
fedion ; but we cannot help it» TH^y 
have ;fecfificed their preferment to that 

* Creflius bimfelf is candid enough to acknowlege; ttet 
the dodrine of three perfons in one and the fame individual 
eiftnce does not conditute real and perfect trithcifto ; be- 
caufe of the clofe and inieparable anion between them. 
See the paiTage cited in StiUi^gfleet on the SuiFeiings 
of Chrifl, part ii. near the «nd, vol. lu. page 407^. of his 
w<9rks in folio. 

whidi 
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wKich we think to be their error. What disc. 
thfey hive done cdnhdt prove error to be ^^^' 
tftitK ; it proves thfc fincerity of their 
peHuafion ; ^Hd, ife in the bouffe of th^ 
cotiirovir/y, we apprehend, nas been made 
to i"p]pear, 'the wcaknife of their judgment. 

Shbiild" d hnfihiftfif of the tmitariah 
chtifchV'St ahy'tlitiire lEimc/ by reatcJirig' the ' 
vv^ritings ' of Etigliih ' dnd FreniH philofo- 
phers, bfe fe3aced firit to doTliK, and^^en" 
to difbelitve the eiiftencfe dithe i^od, 
whofe worffiip, as a mitiittCr, he is o1)li^ed \ 
to coitduA; arid, iipbil l\idt ground^ relin- 
qui?h his eftalDlifhirieht, though' the princi- 
pal 'meaiis of luppbrtiAg hiinfel? an5 a' 
fattiHy— -the caft is poflible^-whaf muif^/ 
they "11^, f]fom"*^oft' fotl€ty he' thus 
excomrtiunicatti^^-&pnifelf ? Not that the 
tenet is right, but that the man is wrong. 

Loud wtT6 the ciMi /or an alteration of 
our forms, fome years ago, from men, and 
very learned men^ of the Arian opinion^ 
who never ohce fhdugbt of denying the 

c c a \ft^- 
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DISC, pre-exiftence of Chrift, the miraculous 

'^ conception, the plenary infpiration of the 

apoftles, and of Chrill himfelf (for even 
that is pow denied), the immortality of 
the foul, or the fpiritual nature of the 
Deity. Had .an alteration then taken 
place, it muft now have been lucceeded 
by another ; as the .principad of our prefent 
opponents has devifed quite, a diflSerent 
iyftem, and, feems to entertain a mare 
favourable opinion of us than of the 
Arians '. ; ^ut be this as it ixi^iy. We 
Ihall be greatly blameable, if we part with 
our Creeds, till our adverlaries are better 
agreed what -Ihall be iiibftituted .in their 
room ; .and till we ara affured, that the 
remedy propofe;! will not be muc^ worfe 
than the difeafe und^ef which t^vey imagine 
us to labqui::,% Till that period ihall arrive. 



d (C 



The Arians are even lefs entitled to the appellation 
*' oi unitarians than the Athanafians, who alib lay claim to 
**it," ;Hiftory of early Opinion^ &c* L 8i. Sec the 
Preface, p. xv, ' ' 

• " It is an eafy matter for men of wit and fancy to find 
*' fault with 'any thing ; but it reqmres thought and judg- 
'* ment to fetde titung^upon tbw'true bottom* Let thofe 

" who 
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there will be a neceffity of " contending i> i s c. 
" fot" the faith delivered*' to us. 

IL There is fomething very unpleaf- 



*' who are difplcafed with the received doftrine fhew us a 
'* better, and form any other coniiftent fcheme (coniiilcnt 
,*' with Scripture aiid with itfelf) if they can. 'Wife and 
** good men will be always willing to reform, if there be 
** caufe for it; but they will not be forward to pull down 
'' what,aj:^ars to be founded on a rock, in order only to 
** build upon the fand. The Trinitarians have feme fatif- 
*« fadiion in obferving, how long certain great wits have 
•* been employed in new modelling Chriflianity ; and hav© 
** not yet been able to agree in any one certain fcheme." 
Thus while Dr. Prieftley with fo much earneftnefs and vehe- 
mence is prefling upon us the Socinian fcheme, the ^athor 
of Ben. Mordecai's Apology laughs at the idea of fettling the 
Chriilian faith by rectifying " a Greek particle in Juftin's 
" Trypho, or raniacking antiquity for the opinions of the 
^^ Nazareaes^ Mineans and Ebionites ;" calling upoii us to 
attend to his doftrine of " a vifible and inferior Jehovah.'* 
See ' the Preface to his fecond edition, p. v. — The woman 
mentioned in Frov. xiv. i . is not mentioned as the wifeil of 
women, who '^ plucked down her houfe with her own hands,'* 
to fave others the trouble. Should we ever be perfuaded to 
do like her, inftead of the kingdom of God immediately , 
appearing (which fome feem to think would be the cafe), 
a very Baljel would arife in confequence. If the experience 
of the laft century cannot make us wife, moft certain it is, 
that we (hall never become fp. When a man deceives me 
once, fays the Italian proverb, it is wis fault j when twice, 

i'tis MINE. 
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DISC, ing in the Sound pf the word.coNTEi?- 
Tiox, and volumes have t«n written 
on the offence occafloned by the thing 
itlclf. But, alas, it is one of thofe offences, 
which, I fear, " muft needs come/* Till 
the fbns of Adani ceafe to be the fbns of 
Adam, it cannot be prevented. So lo^g, 
on one plea or another, the city will be 
attacked ; and if attacked^ it, miiil be de- 
fended : the fentinel at his poll caqinot be 
blamed for ^ving the alarm, nor thcj 
^riibn for appearing under arqis. All 
that can be done in this contefl, as well as 
Others, is to provide, that it be conducted 
in an honourable way, according to the 
laws of vvar. " If it be poflible," 3&j3 an 
ApofUe, *^ as far as lieth in you, live 
** peaceably with all men V Cafes, it is 
thcarefore fuppofed, may happen, in which 
it will not be poflSble. It is not in our 
power to ^* live peaceably with all men," 
if Ibme men will not live peaceably with 
us. Wc mufl not be the aggreflbrs : we 

' Rem. xii* 1 8. 

muft 



nai^lj;..^t ■ taig^ luiowi^ly. 'in ;d bk)^ i> t s a. 
cau^ ; nor perfcvere, if, in tbe.^acgfsr^ wc ^.^^ 
ihall difcover our.c^ufe to, be a ba4 ©?^?< ;: 

Wonder h^ been often cSitpreifeB, that 
Religion Ihould ever Jiave become the iuhr 
jeiS of contention. But the wonddr 
w,9Ij44 ce^tfe, if it were oufy confidcfcd, 
that thin^ become the iutgeds t)f contsetif 
tiw in propprtiort to jth^ir: .nnpoctamx^; 
and Religioti. being th^ moft ' inG^njpttt 
1^4qg in the world, they who ^referbiis 
in their Religion will nevfer ^affwit to. l» 
tak^n from them, withoirt: contention. 
The fault is not in Rcligioorbutin the 
different underftandings, tempers, interefts, 
paflions, ai;id prejudices of mfmkiodi ^e 
who can redify and adjuft.all tbcfe^ wii^ 
put an epd to conteijtioQi. TtU thik'fludl 
be effeded, there 'will be hcrdfite.- The 
ApofUe ufes * ;ftyonger term; -*♦ tie» 
** MUST be herefies?:^ and," thoiefore, 
fucih ^ are able must combat them^ and 

K I Cor. xi. 19, 

c c 4 maintain 
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©ISC maintain the doftrihcs, to'l^vKcfe they op* 
^^' p6fe Aemfelves. The truths of God ate 
not td be tamdjr giv?n up. The •injunc- 
tion is, '^ Contend." The Apoftles con- 
tended -againft the Jews, Pagans, and the 
Hereiiarchs of their days. - The fathers of 
^the church contended againft the iame 
enemies, and others who arofe m-fticceffioft 
afibsr vthem.' ThA heroea of-theRefbrmai' 
tion contcndiwi agaihft the Ramifh cor- 
xuptoc^ of the faith'; the biftioips,- <ileirgy, 
and others of our own church, have eon^ 
tended againft adverfarics of various denb- 
minations ; ^id if we expefl: that church 
to fubfift, we muft contend too. 

It has been hinted to us, infome late 
■publications, that if the trinitariah dbdtines 
ihould* continue to be obftinately main- 
taiiied, the churches which maintain themy 
and the kingdoms in which fiich churches 
are tlupported, will, ere long, be* dcftroyed, 
to make way for the pure unitarian Gof- 
pel. This is a very ferious and alarming 
intimation indeed. For a 2:ealous Antitri- 

nitarian 



niteriari^ rfia^ fahcy; 'that thofe ^'idc*4««QS ^^fs^ 
churches 'and kihgdoirif tlJqtiiffe ^fo-,^ 3£^> 
quickencd^'ih their^ |)rdgfefs/*bWrfrite" €<f- 
{tm&ion; he "may conceive himielf-m 
duty bound" to* become^ ah ihftnifh'cht Ufi 
fexccutitig thie vengeance of Heaven' up^ 
therti, for refufing to adnitt ah' Arfen'^ttf 
Socihikn reformation^ ^tendered in a mild?^ 
way. When " the' faith," hy us efteefflM 
that "-delivered to the faints," 'is refW?^ 
fented as the " abomination which nfiiakeili 
f' defokte," - lurely it 'miift bfe--high-"^tihte 
cither to give it up at once^ tf it be'iuelP? 
or to contend for i*,' if it be hot. ' * '■-- '"-- 



Our opponents are Ihrewd, a<9:ive, bufyj 
buftling, and indefatigable. T^hey regard 
die toleratk)n not as^ leaver only . ta^ carcrdfe 
their own religion, unmolefted;, - but aar** 
door opened to' unlimited free enflquiry ; or/ 
ii;i other words, a^ full permiflion to ^attack 
the church in every poffiUe way. .They 
dare us to put in eocecution the laws 
which are ftill fubfifting againft the im-. 
pugners of certain received articles of faith, 

enaded 



P I • c« ciu Atd by thofc who wpr6 i^idubitabl^ 
^" .6ieitt4» to tolenjtion in gc(icral. They 
jpspre&nt any homp e^bliihment, .1^ 
iqdi^ to be a p^ of the Grspd Apoft^ ; 
and wifh to ibip religion^ ^t 13 oitil 
rc^i^oit, of the iuppprt and pf pt^fUoii 
doivcd froE^ it's cpnnedion with the iUte. 
"Iliey^ inform u&, that the nation abounds 
W^ SocinianB^ at prefent ooncc^ied^ huX 
r^y^ on a proper occa^on, to docile : 
that a mine is laid under the old bulling 
q£ error and iuperititioii^ which a iingle 
ipark m^y^ and probably ibon will^ infiamei 
ib as to produce an inflantaneow expla- 
fion; in confequence of which, that edi- 
fice, the credbon of which h33 been the 
work of ages, may be overturned m » 
moment, and fo efFeduaUy, aa that the 
£mie foundation can never be buik upon 
again. Without any viiihle mfwks of de- 
cay, and before its bigotted friends filled 
any danger, it may ^-aniih, we are tdd, 
like a caille in rarruince**. . . ^ 



^ Sec Dr. PricfUey*s Importance of Free Enquiry, p. 3^, 40. 

It 



.If tins informatioa be juft,vwe aKrUa- ^^^c. 
der no fmaU obUgat^^ tqJJ[>?-p^;^R|>y " •- ^ 
whom it lus been communicated. It is 
fair^ it i^ majily^ it is noble^ it i^ kfad! 
and we muft blame ourfelves aloinie, if ih^ 
caverns be not forthwith fearched, and the 
combul^ibles-rempved. But what 4 man 
wilhes^ he eafilj believes ; and great, as wf 
gll %npy^, is the power of a lively ipia- 
g^natipn. W? wijl therefor^ indulge^ a 
hope^ that the a|x)ve ftate of fadfc? niay not 
b^; ^ quite cxa<3: ; however, in procefs of 
timq it naay. . poflibly be realized, unle^ 
proper fneaf^ires fhall be tak^n o|i our ^de; 
unlefs we ^' contend.** 



l\. is brnkpyv):i3L\JFf^j^rk^h^p tbjit* lo a ii^mon writ^fii and 
preached above four' years ago, a friend of mine, aware of 
tliat '*' jg;4iiipow^cr/' which Df.lPrieftley and his friendar (is 
bf teUs us) hav;e been (qx {pmetime emjplpy^d m ** b^riog^ 
" erain by grain, under the old baijding," fpojke then of 
*^ a mine, waiting, perhaps, only till foihe uflfbrclSpen ^- 
^\ carreace ^ould kindle it, xp deftroy, at one tremendoos 
'* cxplofion, the conftitution in church and ftate.'*— Thefc 
were his very words ; as if he. had been the bearer of the lan- 
tbof n, while th^ Dofto^ wa$ iK WW<P« ' 

The 
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) I s c. * The rieceflity of contending 'Tor the 

Faith bcihg ttfus evident, we are to coiifider, 
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III. The manner in which that Conten- 
tion Ihould be carried on. ' 

When I fay contend, I do not mean. 
Try pahis and penalties. Such we maj in- 
flift' upon our adverfaries ; and, if they get 
into power (which, as they feem to' think, 
ivill pretty fopn be the cafe), they may in- 
flift upon us. But by proceedings of this 
kind nothing is proved. The faith is 
apoftolical ; the contention fliould be i<i 
likewife. The weapons of our warfare 
muft be Scripture and hiftory, reafbn and 
argument. By thefe the caufe muft be 
defended. By thefe it has hitherto been 
defended, and the invaders have left many 
ftrong forts behind them, untaken. We 
have feen nothing, as yet, which Ihould in- 
duce us to depart from the dodbines of 
our Lord's Pre-exiftence, Divinity, and 
Satisfaftion, and to adopt the interpreta- 
tions of Scripture devifed by the Socinians; 

which 
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which of all t^ .jpterprftajipcis^,^^.,^^^ 
time offered to, thp wprld, feemto ,be the, ^^^^^ 
farthest frgm RATIO j^al ^-r-a 4iftin<ftiQn t{> 
which perfons, of that •pe;i;fija^p;> have oi 
late claimed a l^iijdp^exclulive^rirf^t*^^ ^ ^.^ 

But- thoiigh pains a^d - penalties ffpre \oyi^ 
of the queftioii, ; we are not to ib^i^^rej^iifi 
and lu^ccwarm in- the conteft ;;^i2y^q:^ipuft 
"contend eari^e^tj^y.V ^The .-word.uftc^.,^ 
by St. Jude, -^^ay6«/4^£<r9taM, refers ns to the 
fevere ,ftrugglcs of -the,..phanxpionsL ia the 
Grecian, games- The %ne allufionj^ upon 
the lame fubjed,. if^enaployed in the Epif- 
tie to the PhiUppjjms. .f/ Stand faft in.pj>e,, 
*V Spirit, with one nc^ijui^ ftriying together^ 
". lO-uva^Xlfm^:, wreftUng together,, for ^. the 
''ij^th of the Gofpel, and in- no^iog 

* " Oanndt ode kndw (Ays-an fexcfellerit writer; thorougll- 
'My cQpvcrfant in theft fixlyffts) that the Sc^ii^apjinterjxre- ^ 
'• tatfon of John i, i. and Heb. i. lo. or of'thie texts 
** rtfetingto ' Chfift -9 *prfeMex?ffetice; 1E» not' ^he mind' of 
* ' Scriptore ? Yea, ^n^. m^y knov)r it as certainly « a^ ^t a . 

counter is not the king's coin, or that a monfter S not a 



man." ^ 
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15 X » c. u .ij^irificd by youf sldreridHes^^ Fifrtindi 
^^ arid mtrdpidity becort^if' t!fe-xl^ii«or* hi tfef " 
day bf bittfe. An ^'pi^iikftce of timi&tf 
ahfl irfifofution ^ifl giv6 the tntmy bcca-^ 
fion to fay, that we' arfe Abf fiticefe ; tiirdt 
we diftnift the goodnefs of the caufe in 
whicK TTc are engaged. TKc :^c<3at6« of 
thi^ combat will eafily be led tB tiririk fov 
antf-fatt diF to the adVcrft' patty; ' OF t^o 
•contrary opinions niten may b^ iiJ filwirty 
to jirbfefs dthcr ; btit both are nbt" thfcrer 
fore true. In a rhattcr of Ib'nitrcih fKy- 
nient, neutniJity miift be criminal. ^* Why 
*' halt ye?" ikys the prophet. Ifi bthiftr 
words — ** Ufe yoiir Jndgmefit; chbo/e 
" your fide ; and adhere to it, till yb\i- iec 
'' good reafbn to th'e^ edhtraff :'• * It is 
eafy to foretel the irfiie of a coriflift, if all*' 
be aftivity on one part, and indolence on 
the other. Athanafius once flood lingle 
agairift. the world, and prevailed. But the 
faithful have riot yet fi> far ceafed from 
ahiohg lis. "Numbers of great, good,afad 

^ able 
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able, rjoaem stTC:' Jefe/fow^d Jn faitii^:. aaid o'l-stcv 
rai^htjr lit the Scriptare^.' A fidd: .iwrth^: ^^^' 
of their abilities and attainments ib-<^»ii; 
before them, and there arc many advcria- 
ri^$w -Soc^.opiataiiS'may b^:f%ftJy/ttwflcd . 
with the p\jbHe;i ;they wiU die 4way:.ot 
theijaf^ivcs* ,.,BHfitfj4ier§^.Me.pif.%.5ftl:iirc {qi 
fktteriag, |o ]itiirQ^o{^d€>^ {9 congo^alr tcb 
the pr^judice^- of ^;:aga long, tf aib^I tc>. 
defpi^ myfteriefi>,and; f«S)p^t6d with ih 
much; kMjuftry,; p^^i^bagefrtfent, :4&4 WXlfir; 
de!lCc?-:-tIjat. th«yl> Q^ght: ^ |)e withftood I . 
Tar^« ,wUl b5,;ii>Mi^ ;tf.,th6 htijftWiidmwiT 
lleejp ; ,^n4 he pjay^ J^ aftb^iflxiftd, "Vfrhcn^hr; 
awakes,, to behold 1^^ Juxtirianey? of, tbeif 
growth. No rnifchief \«^ill ftrife f?ojiJtic^-' 
cuffion. Truth dlw^ys.. ,has . befcn, . ad^id^ 
always will be a g^tier by; it .. It i^ a. 
wholpfome exercife ^ fp^ usv vjt; e^tei 



' t'hc7'i&^?arfbt«twi*ftood, and at^W!^ iiiitifeo&K TWr' 
thanks of the ChUrch ofErigJaad are due.tg^Pr^^Hofilejr^.ibff - 
his feafonable, learned, and judicious writings^ in her de* 
fence. Let him oCcu|)y-tlie-dipartimrht ife4s frtfefOtifehty' 
qualified to fill, and go on fruilrating the attempts of our 
adveriaries to deprive us of the arjiunejnt from tradition. 

attentvow. 
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j>i%Q. attention^ -and pteventi inditf&rence^ 
^^^*, t^ '.cnemy^ of all others^ xnoft to |>c 
dfoaded. ^ ":.;:. . 



■ -Bat -while zeal is reconiiheiided, let not 
diarity be fergotteni;- -They -are by no 
means incompatible^ Who more zealous 
Aan the great- Apoftle* of • the Gentiles ^ 
Add- whert q^ h& fowxA a brighter .exam-/* 
pfe of dhirityi ^Idly-cbniiMing arid- re- 
proving fidie •dK:>&]4nes/ -and corrupt prieic- ' 
tices ; biit ever ready-to devote himfelf-fer 
the welfare of - tliofe^ ambng 'whom they 
prevailedi. After his dsiii example he di- - 
rcdls others to bo- aT^tvovr^^ bp ocyocTni, to. 
", fpeak the truth in love^-;** fo to main- 
tain' truth, as not to violate .charity. A 
golden precept,. worthy to be engraven on 
the hearts of all who may be called forth 
to " contend for the faith ;" that they 
may dp honour to their caufe by . the 
arguments propofed, and no diflxonour to. 
thenjfelves by the. manner of propofing 

* Ephef. iv, I J; 

them- 
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them. ) The weight of the reafons* will dtsc. 
not be at all diminifhed by the courteou^- ^ 
nefe :o£' the addreft : in it's cffed: it will be 
much ihcrcafed. Mankind care i;iot to b6' 
driven ; they miift be led into all truth. 
It was the jnethod praftifed by the Apof- 
tles ; k (hould be praSifed by their iuccef^ 
fors. Thus, and thus only, they are to* 
** heap Coals' of fire on the b^ads" of 
their opponents. The drofs will 'ftparatci 
and the metal flow pure. Logic fliouWl be 
ufed without acrimony; and wit^ if it be- 
uftd at aUi, tempered with good hiimo^; 
{o as nbt to cxa^crate the perl<Hi who ii 
the objeft' of it; aixd then, we are Itire, 
there is no mifchief donei The difputant' 
ought to be at once firm- and calni; his 
h^d coot, and his heart- warm. Thus a 
controveriy fometimes begins ; but * thus, v 
alas, it feldom ends ; the irafcible paffions 
being generally excited, ahd full utteraiite 
^ren to them in it's piogrefi: allowance 
/nuft therefore be made, on all fides, iot 

« Rom. xii. 20. 
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DISC. 
XIV. 



► the failings of humanityJ That; the odium 
TtiEOLOOicuM exceeds every other» k 
iaid^ perhaps without fuificient.v^ is^uGbii. 
The vehemence of a contcft will be, in 
proportion to it's /uppofed importance, the 
length of it's continuance, or the frequency 
of it's repetition. When men ai^ eaornoft, 
in^ IhoK, .they are* apt ibmet'unes to be vio^w 
lent. Our adversaries have taken, to themr 
ielves and their opinbns the ejnthet of lx*^. 
BERiiL, as well as tiiat oi ratiojvai;. vlt 
naay bcv Wth equal reaibn. For; why it is 
more liberal to deny, than it is to affirm, the 
docftrine ^ the Tfinity, feems hard to fay: 
and feme pages might eafily be filled with 
language concerning that docftrine, em^-, 
jSloyed by* the Polonian fraternity, which 
would make every: ear in this audience .to 
tingld*. ; : 

TheYe is another property tvhith dtie 
\«rotild mofl devoutly wilh a controvtrfyf to 



** Plenty of it may be fcen in that ufcful work, Dr. Jqiia* 
than Edwards's Prefervative againfl Socinianiihi. 



pofTefs, 



^he^'^Diky of ctnt^ndmg for the FmB. ifd^ 

poflefs, namely, bfcvitf. « A' great- book, i> i s <?• 



•in this Way, 13 indeed a great evil:, if th^ 
poiiit<:ari* be fettled in la fmall one.- 'The 
dfeperflttity of naughtinefs Ihould be cut 
offj.aH^cMiHfhL and declamation, felfradu- 
lation ^nd'J perfonal altercation, rhetorical 
amplification and digrcffion, every fenterice 
not immediately ad rem^ as ufelefs and 
noaious* excrefcences, pared away; that 
point diicovered, on which the dilpute 
turns, aiid' the opponent clofely confined to 
it^^, Terms 'fliould be defined, to prevent 

. P [n <Join^ th^, no 4ifp«antf perhaps, ever excelled Mr. 
Leflle. ,** The polemical flcill of a Lellie,'' is an cxpreffion 
oV Bofirigbroke^ ' A clergyman's library 'Ihduld not be 
without this aikthar^^ theological. works, In two yplumes^ fo- 
lio, containing his pieces againft Djifts, Jews, Romaniils, 
Socihians, and Quakers. He is faid to have brought more 
perfons from bthor perAiaHons, iftto the Church of England, 
than any man ever did ; ids (kill in converfation' being equal 
f) that in writing. Allowance muft be nl&de for a ftyle, 
which, though fufficienily perfpicuous and nervous, is not 
accordii^ to the modern ideas of corrednefs and elegance, 
" Bayle, llyles him a than of great merit and. learning, 
•• Mr, ^T." Salmon ibfetve^* that his w6rk* mlift tranAnit 
*' him to poPierity, as a man thoroughly learned and truly 
** pious. ' Buc a better and more diiinterefted judge, Mr. 
" Harris, irfforms us, ttet h* made feverkl converts from 
*' Popery ; and fays, that, notwithftanding his iriilh^kea 
D d 2 *• opiniona 



XIV. 



'404 .fife DtOy (f^contendingjpr tbi Maidb. 

i> I s c< amhiguitjr and cvmfion; arguments and 
^^^" objeAions carcfullj coUeded, and metho- 
dically arranged ; fitted and anfwered with 
all^ pofliblc concifcneiB and peripicuitjr.; 
leaving as little room as may be for replies 
and rejoinders ; the fad confequence of 
which is not only lols of time and temper 
to the writers, but dilguft in the readers, 
who grow weary, and, defpairing oi being 
abl^ to £x their opinions, reiolve, ^;givp 
themielves no farther tremble, about, xeli^ 
^n. For general utility, perhaps/ the ujir 
da6tic form, with the ohjedio^^s. duly no^* 
ticed and obviated in their plac^^jii&.pice- 
ferable to the ftri<Jtiy polemicady. , . Jfh^ ^^tr 
tcr is often laid aiide, with thq di/pute 



y opinions about gov^ninent, an4 a ftwj ptber jpiatt^srs^^ h^ 
•• deferves the ^gheil praife for defending the Chri/tian 
'' religion againft Dd^s, Jews, and <^ak^, and for aidiml 
*' rably well fupporting. the. do^rine^ of the^ Cl^ilifch- of 
** England againU thofe of Rome.'' , See Biographical 
Didionary.— Mr. Leflie's iirritings have beini negle&e<f, 
becauie lie. had the mi&foruine td be>a Nonjm^. "^Bot 
fince the age is difpofed to drop prejudices, it is a pity 
that this alone fliould be fuffered to remaini ; dpeciahy \s 
Ch^ fobjea of it is »cmc ** wausiAM^ ^rA readj.to ^YaniflL 
"tway*'* 

which 



"thtbuty of^hten'ding fit the Faith. 4^^-, 

whi(;h occafioned ' it ; biit thfc form^f, 'if disc; 
well executed, may continue to be read • '^^ ^ 
and referfed to, as^ a ftaple^t^d ftartdard 
book of inftruftion on the fubjc^ of which 
it treats, from age to age. \ 

' The conduft of our opponents of dif- 
fejfcnt denominations impreffes one leflbn 
upon us with great force. It 13 this; 
however our ftudies may be employed,' 
'neyer to lofe fight of the gr^nd olgedl^ 
bttt to keep it conilantly in view, and con- 
trive by all mean3 to fcvward it, Jt in 
marvellous to behold in what manner 
every department of literature has been 
occupied, and converted ioto a battery 
Ugainft the faith and the church. Half 
our danger does not arife from trad^^s pro- 
feiTedly penned on the ful^e<% of religion; 
but from writings of other kinds, carrying 
nothing hoftile in their appearance. The 
unfufpecSing reader, who fate down to in- 
form or amufe himfelf with a piece of na- 
tural or civil hiiimy^ biography^ 9, poem, 
D d 3 a' taie. 



T>\%c. a talc;* 'Of a fable, if hc' havfe riot -his -witj^ 
1, /'■ abotit him, finds his revcpetiee 'Tor Ae^ 
doArines of -Chriftianity,' arid thofe wii6 
teach them, filched from him ; riies,^ to 
his great furprife, half an infidel ; and -is 
not fure whether he has a foul, a* Saviour, 
or a Godv As it has not yet appealed 
that the talents of believers are kfe ^wt^ 
rious, or lefs excellent, than thofe of ut^-' 
believers, all thefe methods df^ difFWIng 
ttror fhould be countiB^a6^ed^By'the «4^ 
vacates for truth. The 'tafte of ^tbfe^ ti^ 
ftoiild be attended to, and infltmdiion'^d- 
minift'ered through ' fuch ^vehicles'- as • are 
moft likely to make it j^alatalite; ■ Every 
man, in that^ way to whicJh his genius 
direfts him, Ihould e^ert hisabititife^'ihthe 
fervice of his Maker arid Redeemer/ He 
Ihould early form a plan for this pU¥poft? 
to be kept in view, (luring the courfe of 
his reading, whether Hated: or occaliorial. 
He will be pleafed to find, when hfc does 
this, how every book he opcns^will lend^it's 
afliftanct, arid fumilh'folfid hint thit jua;^ 

'' * bp 
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be improved, for the promotion of his de* disc. 

fign^. An obfcrvation may be here added, 1 

that as in political, fo in religious contefts, 
execution is done among the people, not 
by bulky trcatifes, but irnall pamphlets, 
written down to the apprehcnfions of the 
vulgar, diligently circulated, and ifold at a 
low price '•. 

My brethren of the clergy will, I am 
fure, ooniidcr, with me, and lay thcfe 
things to heart. We engage, at ordi- 
nation, not only " by the Scriptures tb^ 

9 In this particular, among others, one of our old divines 
ufed to fay» he found the good efFedl of a cuilbm he had 
long pradliicd, which was, on a Sunday evening, to put a 
froi^ Sermon on the docks, for the Sunday enAiing. Some- 
thing always occurred, that was,ofufe, in the reading of 
the* week ; during which, he never failed to alk himfelf, as 
he went on. To what purpofe can i apply this, in the way of 
my profeflion ? — An excellent rule. See that improving 
little book, the Life of Dr. Hammond, by Bifhop Fell, 

' An excellent little traft was printed for Rivington; 
in 1774* I wifh 20,000 of them were difperfed through 
the kingdom, at this time. It was intitled, A Prcfervative 
againft the Publications difperied by modem Socinians '; ' 
in which the impiety and abfurdity of their principles 
are clearly fhewn ; addrefled , by a country clergyman to 
his pariihionerSi 

D d 4 ^^ teach 
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DISC, f^ teach and exhort with- whol^sfiwe ,doc.^ 
^^^' *' trine ;" but likewife to. ". stithiknd and 
" convince gainfayers; ta,:bp>seady wiidi 
^' all faithful diligence to banifh ^id drive 
<< away all erroneous and ftrange do<^ities, 
'f conti:ary to God*s word ; and. both pWr 
" yately aad openly to call upon and 4»* 
*^ courage others to do the lamp**". , :1]^ 
faith is a precious depofit committed to 
our; chaig^. No care^ no pa49^ 'f9^: ^4^ 
^esjLti to prcierve .it to^* ^ur pa»pk^ aiad 
detiver 4t down to /^jr fucc^prs in the 
miniftry, pure and unadulterated. Nei- 
ther violence nor fraud Ihould be iufFered 
to rob us of the ineftimable treaiure. '■ God 
and his Church expeA and. require, that 
we ful£l honourably this engagement^ ifo 
Solemnly formed in the ptefence of both. 
Whenever our faith is aflaulted, to us the 
world naturally looks up for it's defence ; 
and it is well, if a failure in this part of 
our duty be not, one day, lirged againft us, 
as an argument for the abolition of an 

' • OrdiDation Office. 

ufelefs 



ufelefrordof of-mcri* Ittsthepropcfty of d-i«<3« 
our ^leat adveriaiy, • fiift «to tempT^ and ^^*^ 

.> Tho: prdpagation ana fuppcMt of trU^- 
religion conftitute, indeed, 6nt . peculiv 
tafk, the prcfcribcd employment of our 
time, the proper cxercife of our .powers 
and fecultics ; for want of which, they 
wiU be either turned to other purfuks^ 
quite foreign from our profeffion, or diffi- 
pated in frivolous amufements, or permit- 
ted to ruft in lloth and indolence^ Study 
of the Scriptures and Ecclefiaftioal Hiftory 
muil ever be regarded as the ^rft duty of a 
clergyman, becaufe thatx alone can prepare 
and qualify him for a difcharge, of all the 
rdl. It is a duty, which, if cordially taken 
in hand, and vigoroufly profecuted, will 
foon become his pleafiire. And when a 
man's duty becomes his pleafurej he is a 



VWheit a friend, told JBiihop Cumberland^, he would 
wear himfelf out by his inceflant application ; *' It is 
*• better/* replied the Bilhop^i «' to ivear out, than to rttft 
** but." 

happy 



4i^ TiRr ^^'^^f^ntendmgjcMh' PartBT 

B' ISC'* bcppy- man. Till then, hfe-ndvcr cati W 
.^^' one; bein^« itidebtixl, fot hi* {)eac«: ^of 
mind^ if he ever ciijoy ajpiy^^fPiAy to tht^ 
want of confideration and rcfleftion. But 
what 1ft there which can 4&":*^laiSge; im-^ 
pw>i^;'8md' 'delight tfec human -mind^ sa^w 
' contemplation of the truths* ahd diipenfe*-' 
tions of the Almighty? Where is the^ 
pteaftire that can (tand the compariibh for 
a^ moment i I know of none riiatJ is nM? 
as much mferior, as earth is to 'heaven j»*^- > 

' The Church of England, frttm the tim« 
of the Reformation, has gloried in a learn^ 
ed clwgy, ' ■ who ftood prepared W tcj^I, 
with ikill and vigour, the afliuks of her 
various adverfaries. Some would^ptJrfuadfe 
us, that this glory is departing fronfti hef. 
** The number of learned Sociiiiato, it is 
*' faid, is increafmg; that of learfifed Tri^- 
Unitarians, decreafing"." > 

The remark cannot but exdtd fdrrie 

^ Importance of Free Enquiry, p. Ji . ' 

* * wonder. 
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wondtr, ' when coming feom one -fo cri^^ i> 1 5 «f. 
dcntly OTCrnaAtched, as he appears to hare "'^^ . 
been, in point of learning, by his very^ rc-^ 
fpedable antagonift. It affords, however,- 
an Hifeful hint to us, not to grow flack and 
remifs in our profeffional ftudies; not to 
think of fubfifting on the fame acquired bj 
our predeceflbrs, but, diligently availing 
ourfelves of their labours, ftill farther tei^ '^ 
advance and fet forward the truth by <mr 
own. A general diffufion of knowlege in 
theie latter days has enabled the lower or- 
ders of mankind to become ' acquainted 
with the obje(ftions urged againft doiJtrihes 
laid down by our church as eflbntial and 
fundamental. Her minifters, therefore, 
wiU be frequently called upon for anfwcrs 
to thofe obje(3:ions ; which, without hav- 
ing read and thought well upon the fub^ 
je(3:, they may be at a lofs to furnifli. 
Advantage will be made of this circunv- 
ftance ; • their people will be feduced, 
and the enemy will exult. A yery foiall 
portion of time, applied regularly and 
conftantly to any one pursuit, will foori 

effcft 
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i^asc* eff*e<5t things almoft mcrcdible. It id re-- 
."^" oorded of the great Uftier, that, wilhing to 
knew^ at &rft hand, the fentimerits of an- 
^quitj oft the points in difpute between 
die Roraanifts and ourfelve», he Went 
through, between the age of twenty and 
^rty-eight, the voluminous writings of 
tiie Fathers, by devoting, araidft his othfir 
• '^ labours, a fmall proportion <rf time every 
day to that purpofe. Taiks of this extent 
and difficulty need iioft be now impofed on 
a clergyman. The evidence on moft con- 
troverted do<9Tincs has been colle<fted and 
arranged for him ; and by means of a feW 
well chofen books'', perufed with due 

^ Such as— Bifhop Bull's Latin Works; 'Waterland's 
Importance of the Doibine of the Trinity ; his Sermons at 
Lady. Moyer'a LeAures ; Dr, Ridley's at the fame Ledure; 
on the Holy Spirit ; the writings of Dr. Randolph ; Mr. 
Joneses Catholic Doftrine of the Trinity ; Full Anfwer to 
the Eflay on Spirit ; Letter to theCommon People ; to a 
Young Gentleman at Oxford; Remarks on the Con- 
fefiional. 

On Socinianiim ; Grotius de Satisfaftione ; StiIliDgf!eet*& 
Difcourfe on the true Reafon of Chrlil's Sufferings, againll 
Creilius ; BiOiop Coneybear'5 Sermon on the Satisfadtion ; 
Edwards's Prefervative ; Leflie's Dialogues on Soetniani&xi : 
with Molheim'^ Account of it's rife and progrefs, in his 
EccJefiaiUcal Hiftory. 

For 
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.attcatioft, he may become a . fuffiqicM i>-3^*^ 



znafteri of the; fubje<ft, and of thcaa^gu* 
ments which have bten, or iiKked.caa bc^ 
produced; for there is but little frefh 
matter at this time to be ffautcd- . What 
progrefi might he matkc/ within the com- 
pafs of a year> at the rate of a couple of 
hows only in each day ! . 

By luch an employment of his heuis^* hb 
will be prepared, whenever fiimmoriedi 
to render a good account of them** Coeh 
icipus that, he mu£t render aa accocHd;^ 
an4 ^nnot: render a good one, it is im^ 
poiTiblc for him, if he refled: at all^ to 
continue long at cafe. The grand queflaon 
concerning our oonducS: is, how it will ap- 
pear at the great fcrutiriy ; and be alone 
is truly wife, who fpends his time as, p: 
the laft hour, he will wifli to have (pent 
it. Happy the man, who may be aHc 
with all .humility to lay, when that honr 

For the Jadgment of the Jewiih Church again ft the Udr 
tarians. Dr. AJlix*« book with that title ; a moft learne^^ 
valuibie, and d^ti^e work, on that part;. of ihcYatjeftj * 

.. fliaU 
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DISC. Ihall 'tome — *' The time whidi thou hafl 
^^^' f^ given me has beeii pacfled in thy ferviee. 
*< I have not fufFcred myfelf, thrdugh in- 
^ dolence, or diffipation, to live* in ignb- 
" ranee of thy truth, or to withhold it 
<* from others. I have laboured diligently 
** and faithfully to find it; and; when 
*• found, to publifh and defend it. It is 
jft ^ not my fault, if the people perilh for 
<* lack of knowlege. I have done my beft : 
^ I have fought a good fight : I havic £ept 
^ the faith; and endeavoured that others 
** fliould do the f^ne." This is a flate of 
fktisfadion and comfort for a minifler of 
Chrift, weighed againft which, the world, 
with all it's wealth, all it's plcafures, and 
all it's honours, is ** duft upon the balance, 
** without weight, and without regard.'* '^ 

But befides the teilimony borne him by 
his confcience within, other witneffes will 
appear in his favour from without. He 
will have the approbation and thanks of all 
thofe who wifh well to the church and to 
their coimtry; who do not apprehend, 

that 



• 



l!ke Duty of extending f^r the Pditb. 415 

that the latter will be benefited by the i> i $ c, 
deftrudion of the former, or a nation. faved ^^^' 
by apoftafy from it's Saviour. He will 
have the atteftation of multitudes, that by 
his miniftry, by his dlfcourfcs, by his writ- 
ings, they were preferved or reclaimed 
from error and from death, and conduced 
in the way of truth and life. ** Behold 
*^ him, and the children which God hath 
*^ given him, like the arrows in the hand 
^^ of the mighty : happy is the man that 
'' hath his quiver full of them ; he fhall 
^' not be afhamed when he fpeaketh with 
*^ hLs 4?ri<pmies, at the feat of judgment V* 

On that feat he will view the blcffed 
Perfoa, for whofe faith he has contend- 
ed ; w]k>fc caufe he. has maintained; the 
honour of whofe name he has aflerted 
and vindicated ; who has been a fpe<3:ator 
of the <onfli(ft, and will award the crown. 

^ Ifai. viii, id, Heb. ii. 15. Pf. cxxvii. 4, 5* 
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DISCOURSE XV. 



THE TRINITY IN UNITY. 



MATT. XXVIIL 19. 



Go ye therefore J and teach all nations^ baptizing 
them in the name of the Father y and of the Son^ 
and of the Holy Ghojl. 

SUCH is the folemn form of baptifm, disc. 
prefcribed by our bleflcd Lord him- ^^* 
felf, as a perpetual Handing law to his 
church. Having redeemed mankind, and 
thereby acquired a new and fpecial claim 
to their homage and fervice, he entered 
upon, and took pofleffion of his purchafed 
inheritance. And for what end ? Plainly, 
that he might bring all nations, thus made 
his 'own by right of redemption, to the 
knowlege and worihip of the true God. 
And how is this done ? Why, by making 

Ee them 



41 8 ^be T'rinity in Unity. 

i> I s c. them acquainted, in the very firft inftancc, 
^^" with the obligations conferred upon them 
by three ever bleffed perfbns, called by the 
names of Father, Son, and . Holy Ghoft. 
Thefc three perfbns, therefore, thus related 
and thus named, conftitute that one true 
God, into whofe name, faith, and profeflion, 
people of all the nations of the earth, and, 
among them, we who are here aflembled, 
have been baptized. In this confifted the 
fum of Chriftianity : on this foundation 
were the apoftles to ere<9: a church through- 
out all the world. Here, if any where, a 
right underftanding, upon fo important a 
point, as the nature of God, and the man- 
ner of his exiftence, would be highly ne- 
ceffary ; nor could any one miftake more 
dangeroufly and fundamentally, than in 
fuch an article as this. — Let us then con- 
lider, if you pleafe, how much is implied 
in the form of baptifm thus prefcribed by 
our Lord to the univerfal church, and by 
tliat church retained, and obferved, from 
its firft foundation to the prefent houf > 
how this is confirmed by the declartf^61* 

of 
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of Scripture at large ; and the intercft wc b i s c. 

have in th 

eftablilhed. 



have in the dod:rine that Ihall be thus * 



L Now by the being baptized in th# 
name of God, can be meant no lefs than 
entering into covenant with a perfon, as 
God ; profefling faith in him as fuch ; 
enlifting one's felf into his fervice ; and 
vowing all obedience and fubmiffion to 
him- Such is the natural, the obvious 
import of this rite, by which we are ad- 
mitted into the church of Chrift, this 
folemn form of baptizing in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft ; that is, into tlie feith, 
fervice, and worlhip, of the Holy Trinity, 

For let us refleft a little — 

The nations were to be baptized in tbc 
name of .three perlbns, in the fame manner ^ 
and therefore, furely, in the fame fenfe, ^ 
in the name of one. Whatever honour, 
reverence, or regard, is paid to the Father 
' E e i} in 
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DISC, in this folcmn rite, the fame we cannot 
^^* but fuppofc paid to all three. Is he ac- 
knowleged as the objeft of worihip ? So 
are the other two perlbns likcwife. Is he 
God and Lord over us ? So are they. 
Are we his iubjefts, fervants, and foldiers, 
enrolled under him? So are we equally 
under all. Are we hereby regenerated 
and made the temple of the Father ^ So 
are we likewife of the Son and Holy 
Ghoft. " We will come/* fays our Lord, 
** and make our abode with him*.'* The 
outward aft refpefts all the three ; the 
inward meaning and lignification muft do 
the fame. 

We may confider likewife, that in the 
very names of Father and Son, a near re- 
lation, alliance, and unity, between two of 
the perfbns, is intimated; and in reafbn, 
we muft infer fbmething of a fifnilar kind 
for the third, fo clofely joined with them. 
It is not fJftd, " in the name of Gbd and 

• John XIV. 23*- • ' 

«his 
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** his two faithful fcrvants ;" nor " of God, disc. 
" and Chrift, and the Holy Ghoft ;" which ^^' 
might have iuggefted a thought, that one 
only of the three was God ; but, " in the 
" name of the Father and of the Son,** a 
ftyle perfeftly equal and familiar, without 
any note of diftinftion more than that of 
a perlbnal relation, carrying with it the g^ 
idea of a iamenefe of nature ; as, among 
men, every Father and Son are of the fame 
human nature with each other. From the 
very wording of the form of baptifm, 
therefore, moft reafbnably might it be pre- 
liimed, that the two firft perlbns named 
were equally divine : and the inference 
from thence would fairly, and indeed 
unavoidably, reach to the third, to make 
all luitable and cojififtent; befides that 
the terms Holy, and Spirit, evidently point 
the fame way. 

But it is yet farther to be confidered by 

us — and a confideration it is of very great 

weight indeed upon the fubje<fl — that a 

new religion was to be introduced with 

E e 3 ti\\% 
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this folcmn form of words. And among 
whom was it to be introduced? Among 
Gentiles, or Heathen nations. Thefe were 
to be taught to turn from their vanities to 
the living God; to renounce their idols 
and falfe gods, and {a to be baptized in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft. Nov\r', what muft 
occur to THEM, upon this occaiion, but 
that, inftead of all their deities, to whom 
they had before bowed down, they were 
in future to ferve, worftiip, and adore. 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, as the only 
true and living God ? From the pompous 
and fblemn proclamation of thefe three 
perfbns in oppofition to all other gods, 
what could they conclude, but that thefe 
Three poifefled in reality that Divinity 
which was falfely prefumed with relpeft to 
the gods of the nations ; that they had a 
natural right to all that homage and fer- 
vice, which men fliould pay to a Divine 
Being? We may add, that the circum- 
ftance of the form running in the :n a Ms 
—not NAMES, but in the fingular number. 
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NAME of the Father, and of the Son, and disc* 

of the Holy Ghoft, might and did in the ^ V 

ftrongeft manner intimate, that the au- 
thority of all the Three was the iame, 
their power equal, their perfbns undivided, 
and their glory one* 



The laft confideration under this head 
ihall be, that nothing can appear more 
unreafonable, or unnatural, than to lup- 
pofe that God and two creatures are 
here joined together in fb folemn a rite of 
admiflion into a new religion, into the 
fervicc of the living God, in direft op- 
pofition to all CREATURE-WORSHIP. For 
no rational account can be given, why the 
Son and Holy Ghoft fliould be thus clofely 
and equally joined with the Father, in an 
aft {o public, and of fo high importance 
to the falvation of all men, unlefs it be, 
that all men are required to believe in, to 
worfliip, and to fcrve them alfb, as well 
as the Father : neither can it be realbri- 
ably imagined, that they aite recommended 
to us in any fuch capacity^ as perfons to be 
e e 4 hellcH^d 



't. 
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PJ «.9* believed in, fcryfid, and adored, if they be 
^^' qjELEATURES ojily ; niuch lefs, if ChriiJ be 
i}0 more than a mere man, like one of ns ; 
and the Holy Spirit a property, or quality 
only, of the Father — in fhort, if the three, 
taken together, be any other thaA th^j 

LIVING AND TRUE GoD. 

Thus far wc have been arguing, on the 
words of the text, and th? da^in^ im- 
plied in them, without taking ip. ^^hat tb? 
Scripture has revealed at large copcerning 
the Divinity of the three perfons, which 
was, in the 

Second p.Iace> propofed to he done. 

Concerning the Divinity of the Father 
there is no difpute. Refpeding that of 
the Son, you fliall judge for yourfelves, 
when I have laid before you wHat the 
Scriptures teach relative to his titles, his 
attributes, and the adions afcribed to him. 

The divine titles given to the Son in 
^ Holy 
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Holy Scripture are as foUqW, He is called d i s c^ 
^^ the Word that was, in the beginning ^^* 
^^ with God, and was Gon ;'* that '* wa$. 
^^ made flelh/' and whofe '^ glory was the 
*' glory of the only begotten of the Father*.'* 
When it is faid, ^' A. virgin fhall conceive, 
'* and bear a fon/' it is faid alfb, '^ they 
^' Ihall call his name Immanuel, that is; 
^' God with usV He is the Lord, 
before whofe face John the Baptift was 
fent^;'* the Lord God foretold by liaiah, 
who was to ^' feed his flock like a fliep- 
'' herd*/' Of Jefus Chrift it is affirmed 
by St, John, ^' This is the true God, 
'' and eternal life^'* St. Paul mentioni 
'^ the appearance of the great God and 
'^ our Saviour/* or, " our great God 
" and Saviour, Jefus Chrift ^,'* for it is he 
who Ihall appear to judge the world. 
Ifaiah ftyles him, '^ Wonderful, Counfellor, 
" the Mighty God^;" St. Paul agaiuj^^ 

^ Johni. 14. * Matt. i. 23. 

** Luke L 76. * I&i. xl. 10, II. 

^ 1 John y. 20. « Tit. ii. 13. i Pet. L 7. 

^ IfaLix. 6. 

- <* G<i\^ 
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pisc«f^Goi> over all, blcffcd for evermore V* 
^^^ In the Old Teftament, Chrift is frequcndy 
called Jehovah^, a name whidb can be- 
long to no one but God. In the Reve- 
lation he is introduced as faying of himfelf, 
^f I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning 
*f and the Ending, laith the Lord, which 
V v^ and which was, and which is to 
f* come, the Almighty */' By St Paul he 
k ftyled " the Lord of Glory ;** and by 
St. John, " King of JCings, and Lord of 
^* Lords.** And thus much for his titles. 

As to his attributes, he is declared to be 
eternal, '* without beginning of days, or 
*' end of life ";*' unchangeable, remaining 
the fame, when the heavens, and the 

' Rom. ix. 5. ' Jcr. xxiii. 6. Zech. xiL jo. 

dted John xix. 34. Rev. i. j, Ifki. xl. 10. 

' Rev. i. 1 1 • ** I cannot forbear recording it (fays Dr. 
** Doddridge) that this text has done more than any other 
** in the Bible towards preventing me from giving ^nto 
** that fcheme, which would make our Lord Jefus Chrift no 
•* more than a deified creature." A denial of the pru- 
EXisTENCE muft have feemed ftrange do6lrine to him. 
Dr. Kippis, who was his pupil, when he comes to Dr. 
Doddridge's life, in the Biographia> will tell ua, perhaps, 
what he thought of it» . ' . 

, ■ Hcb. vii, j% 
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earth, and all that is therein, fliall'be»iso. 
changed, and pafs away ; ** Jefus Chrift, "^ ; 
*^ the fame yefterday, to-day, and for 
*' ever*; knowing all things^, knowing 
'^ what is in man', fearching the hearts 
" and reins '';*' prefent every where in 
the midft of his people wherever aflem* 
bled', to hear the prayers put up at the 
fame time from the different quarters and 
ends of the earth ; which cannot be the 
cafe of faints or angels. 

Of the aftions afcribed to Chrift, it may 
iiifEce to name four only. According to 
the Scriptures, he created the world by 
his power*; he governs it by his pro- 
vidence ; how elfe can he fuperintend the 
concerns of his church ? He redeemed it 
by his mercy ; and he will judge it at the 
laft day. Surely no Being, lefs than Dir 
vine, can be equal to works like thefe. 
When he Ihall appear on his throne, as 

" Heb. xiii. 8. * Johnxvi. 30. xxi. 17. 

P Johnii, 25. ^ Reir, ii. 23. 

' Matt, xxviii. 20. » John i. 3. Heb. i. 10. 'i.-v 
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^ I « «. tke Judge of all'th^ earth, who is the man 
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that will x^fafc to worihip him * ? 

The Holy Spirit is de^ibed in Scripture 
«u.. the immediate author and worker of 
miraclesr; the infpirer of the pri^^ets and 
«poAles ; the fearcher of all hearts^ and 
tike oomforter of good chriftiana in difE- 
cuhies. To lie to him is.iha &me thing 
as to lie to God« Blaiphemy againil him 
is unpardonable. To refi& him is the 
fame thing as to refift God. He is in 
<jod^ and knows the mind of God as per- 
ft&iy as a man knows his ^own mind ; 
and that m refpeft of all things, even the 
^leep things of God. The bodies of men 
are his temple, and, by being Hi3 temple, 
are the temple of God; He is joined 

* I do not fee my Saviour only in ** a few detached 
•* pafTages" of either Teftamcnt. f fee him condu6ling the 
CBConomy of the divine difpenfations, through both^ from 
tjie creation to the confummation of all things, as the nDT 
mn* the nn* IK^D and O T^oyos rs Ben. Dr. Allix and 
Mr. Taylor have both demonftrated this point. It is only 
to be wilhed, the latter had drawn the conclufion drawn by 
the former — the juft and proper conclufion— that the perfon 
/pokcn of muff indeed be v£ r y God . 

^'\th 
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with God the Father, not only in the fi>fsr^, 
folemli form of baptifin, W we have fe*tt - ■. ;*':' 
above, but in religions oalh^, and ihv6^ 
cations for grace and peace ; in the ianie 
authoritative miffion and vocation of per** 
fons into the miniftry ; ** The Holy Ghoft 
•^ feid. Separate rtie Barnabas and SaTiI\^ 
Muft he not then be a person ^ In it 
word, he is Lord, or Jehovah, and 
God, and Lord of hosts^ 

To thefe teflimonies for the Divinity c^ 
the Son and Holy Spirit I Ihall add only 
one obfervation more, namely, that in a 
great number of inftances, the very fame 
things are faid, in different places of Scriji- 
ture, of all the three divine perfons, and 
the very feme actions afcribed to them*. 
The whole Trinity is faid to be eternal, 
holy, true, living, and every where prci* 



" A£ls xiii. 2. 

^ See the Concluiion of Mr. Joneses Catholic Do£lrui^ 
&c. See alfo Dr, Ridley. . 

^ See the Conclufion of Mr. Jones's .Catholic Dodrhie^ 
&c. 

fei\t\ 
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]> T s C; ^t ; to have made man ; to infbu^ and 
^^^ illuminate him; to lead us, to ipeak to 
U8> and to be with us ; to give authority 
to the church ; to fanftify the eleft ; to 
perform every divine and fpiritual ope- 
ration ; and to raife the dead. Therefore, 
theie three were, are, and will be, one 
God, from everlafting to everlafting^. 

Having now confidered the dodrine of 
the Trinity as implied in the words of the 
text, and confirmed by the declarations of 
the Scriptures at large, I am to (hew, 
in the 



Tf Such being the fa£l, all difputation concerning the 
manner of the Diftin£Uon, the pifinner of the Union, the 
manner of the Generation, and the manner of the Proceflion, 
is needlefsy and fruitlefs : needlefs, becaufe if we have 
divine authority for the fad, it fufficeth ; ihat is all we are 
concerned to know; fruitlefs, becaufe it is a diiputation 
without ideas ; after a long, tedious, intricate, and per- 
plexed controverfy, we find ourfelves — juft where we were— 
totally in the dark. Such has been the cafe refpedbg this 
and other qaeHions. God is pleafed to reveal the £zGt ; 
man infifts upon apprehending the mode ; in his prefent 
ftate he cannot apprehend it ; he therefore denies the fad, 
aad commences unbeliever. 

. . Third 
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Third and laft pjace, the intcrcftfWCj^ii ^^>%c^ 
have in the dodrine thus eflablilhed : or^ ^^* 
in other words, we have endeavoured tQ 
fliew what the three divine perfons are in 
themfelves, and what relation they bear to 
each other : let us now enquire what 
they are, and what relation they bear, to 
us, and what are the duties on our fide, 
refiilting from that relation ; the benefits 
conferred by them, and the return, in love, 
honour, and gratitude, due from us. 

Many apprehend the doftrine of the 
Trinity to be what is called a specu- 
lative doftrine only, that is to fay, a 
docftrine, concerning, which men may 
think, and conjecture, and reafon, and dis- 
pute, for their amufement, but of no efFc3: 
or importance in a religious hfe. Tliis is 
a confiderable miftake in judgment ; and 
to prove that it is fo, let us only aik one 
queftion : What is the doftrine of moft 
importance to man, in his religious con^ 
cerns? Undoubtedly it is that of his Re- 
demption from fin and fbrrow, from death 

and 
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DISC, and hell, to righteoulhefs and joy, immor-^ 
^^' tality and glory. But of liich redemptioti 
•what account do the Scriptures give us ? 
By whom was the gracious fcheme origi- 
naify concerted, and afterwards carried 
into execution ? Was it not by the three 
perfons of the ever bleffed and adorable 
Trinity ? 

It was not an afterthought, a new dc- 
iign, formed upon the tranfgreffion and. 
fall of our firft parents. That event wajs 
forefeen, and provifion made accoVditigly. 
For upon the very bell authority we are 
informed, that Chrift was '^ the Lamb 
" flain from the foundation of the world';*' 
that is (for it cannot be otherwife undcr- 
ftood) flain in efFed:, in the divine purpofe, 
and counfel. It is likewife iaid, that 
''grace was given us in Chrift Jefus 
*' before the world began*.'* The words 
intimate, that, previous to the creation of 
the world, fomething had pafled in our 

* Rcy^xiii. 8. * 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit/i. 2. ' 

favour 
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with God the Father, not only in th<J Sf^^- 
folemli form of taptifm, to we have fe*t4 - ^^' : 
above, but in religions^ oaths, alad ihv6^ 
cations for grace and peace ; in the ikme 
authoritative miffion and vocatibn of per** 
fons into the mmiftry ; " The Holy Ghoft 
*^ faid. Separate rtie Barnabas and Satil\^ 
Muft he not then be a person ? In il 
word, he is Lord, or Jehovah, and 
God, and Lord of hosts'^. 

To thefe teffimonies for the Divinity of 
the Son and Holy Spirit I Ihall add only 
one obfervation more, namely, that in a 
great number of inftances, the very fame 
things are faid, in different places of ScrijH 
ture, of all the three divine perfons, and 
the very fame a<9:ions afcribed to them *. 
The whole Trinity is faid to be eternal, 
holy, true, living, and every where pro* 



^ A£ls xiii. 2. 

^ See the Conclufion of Mr. Joneses Catholic Do^lriiMU 
kc. See alfo Dr, Ridley. 

^ See the Concluiion of Mr. Jones's .Catholic Dodrhte^ 
&c. 

fent; 
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j> I s c^.Kghtcning, hc&ling, dnd cfentfoitittg ^ttatt, 

^^•- to apply to ,thc: hearts t>i tt^xx; i6t iSX tfie 

purpofcs of pardon, fan(9fifidftion ktiiJ fal- 

Vaticm, the merits and btmdits t>f that 

t>blation, iatisfadion, and atdnemettt. 

• Say no more, then, that thfc Tdoifttitie^ 

the Trinity is a matter oi ctdSofitjr afid 

amufement only. Our Rdftj^n b fiJuftdei 

upon it. For what is Chfiflkinty; bUf a 

•manifeftation ot the three divine pferfbfts, 

vtB enghgcd in the great tvo A of ittaii*s "Ite- 

iiemption, begun, conthiued, and to be 

ended by them, in their feverai relationself 

Father, Son, and Holy GhdS:, Creator, 

:Rcdeemer, and* Sanftificr, three Perfofts, 

one God ? if there be ri<j Bon of God, 

y^here is our Redemption ? If tiwre bctio 

•Holy Spirit, where is out San^Sficatioiit 

Without both, where is <iur &lT«ionr ? 

And if thfcfe two perfona be any tiring TiJfe 

^an divine, why are we baptized, equally, 

:\xx :thc name (Si the Father, and df A© Sacm, 

and of the Holy Ghoft^ Let no man 

^ therefore 



%be trinity in Unity. 4jjl. 

Third and laft pjace, the intcrcft' wc, all pi so* 
have in the dodrine thus eflablilhed : or, ^^" 
in other words, we have endeavoured tQ 
fliew what the three divine perfons are in 
themfelves, and what relation they bear to 
each other : let us now enquire what 
they are, and what relation they bear, tp 
us, and what are the duties on our fide, 
refiilting from that relation ; the benefits 
conferred by them, and the return, in love, 
honour, and gratitude, due from us. 

Many apprehend the doftrine of the 
Trinity to be what is called a specu- 
lative doftrine only, that is to fay, a 
docftrine, concerning which men may 
think, and conjedure, and reafon, and dis- 
pute, for their amufement, but of no efFc3: 
or importance in a religious life. This is 
a confiderable miftake in judgment ; and 
to prove that it is fo, let us only aik one 
queftion : What is the doftrine of moft 
importance to man, in his religious con^- 
cerns ? Undoubtedly it is that of his Re- 
demption from fin and Ibrrow, from death 

and 
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DISC, and hell, to righteoufhe^ and ]ojy immor«i, 
^^' tality and glory. But of fiich redemptioti 
-what account do the Scriptures give us? 
By whom was the gracious fcheme on^- 
hally concerted, and afterwards carried 
rato execution ? Was it not by the three 
pcrlbns of the ever bleffed and adorable 
Trinity ? 

It wa3 not an afterthought, a new dc- 
iign, formed upon the tranfgreflfion and. 
fall of our firft parents. That event was 
forefeen, and provifion made accordingly. 
For upon the very bell authority we are 
informed, that Chrift was '^ the Lamb 
" flain from the foundation of the world';" 
that is (for it cannot be otherwife under- 
ftood) flain in efFed:, in the divine purpofe, 
and counfel. It is likewife iaid, that 
'* grace was given us in Chrift Jefus 
*' before the world began*.'* The words 
intimate, that, previous to the creation of" 
the world, fomething had pafled in our 

* Rcy.xiii. 8. « 2 Tim, 1.9. Tit.'i. 2. 

favour 
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favour above; that the plan of our future disc. 
redemption was then laid; that fome ^^* 
agreement, ibme covenant, relative to i^ 
had been entered into ; " grace was given 
^* us/' not in our proper perfbns, for as jnet 
We were not — we had no being — but in 
the perfon of him who was afterward to 
become oiir reprefentative, our Saviour — 
^* in Chrift Jefus." Now the plan muft 
have been laid, the covenant entered into, 
by the parties who have fince been gra- 
ciofufly pleafed to concern themfelves in 
it's execution. Who thefe are we cannot 
be ignorant. It was the Son of God who 
took our nature upon him, and in that 
nature made a full and fufficient oblaitioiv 
&tisfa6lion, ai^d. atonement, for die fins of 
the world, r It was the Father, who ac- 
cepted fuch obUtion, fatisfatStion and atone.- 
ment; and in confequence fpi^ve tjioife 
fins. It was ,the Holy Spirit who came 
forth from the Father and the Son, through 
the preaching of the word and the ad- 
miniftration of the facraments, by his en- 
JF f lightening. 
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The fum of tlic whole mirtte^, ^- I9ti 
Piul has wondcrfuU^r cxprei^ed 'it itt'* al; 
fingle rerfe, is thb— " Throtigh Cfirift we 
^•havc an accds by <mc Spiiit iiitto ^o 
" Father'," To the Father, witih a <lue 
fenfe of this great honour and privilege, 4s^ 
ions of God, let us therefore addre& onr^' 
ielves, for pardon, and admiffibn to tfibsi 
heavenly inheritance ; " O God,^ the Fa- 
*' ther of heaven, hate mercy upon us 
^ miferable finners T* But as vrie^liave ii6 
deferts of our own> no works of righteoui^ 
ncfs by which to claim his favour, and "are 
entitled only through the fufFeiings and 
fatisfaftion of Chrift, let us befeech him 
to intercede for us, and plead his merits 
with the Father ; '' O God the Son, Re- 
'* deemer of the world, have mercy upon 
*' us miferable linners !" And fince the 
benefits of his merits arc applied, and f>to 
pardon fealed, and ourfelves enabled to 
fender an acceptable fer vice, only by the 



^ 



revealed it. 
^ Ephcf, iL i9« 

Operations 
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tljewfopfe deowve you t '* This » the » ^ ««• 

-t.i;,Axid wliilbybu jRt^er iio majA to deceive 

you, dbfiiDtvI -befebc^ ycni, <ieceivd youjv 

iblvies.. Benefits confcir^ require duties 

to^i)fe paid. JSifikhember what Ae three 

:kfiidne fiedbos harje dc^e. iot y0\x, and 

^forget! loot what tliey exped that you 

.iSicmld *da ki refiamV F<Mr how little wiil 

it ipmE you ta believe aright concemixig 

'tbe>Tnliit]f) if yoti liye le as to diipieaic 

?the TiSaky ?--*Y!QJU know and believe in 

:dic» tniibrGod : you do well. But let not 

thafc^whidli'is^o ho^oiir to you, "be any 

fihcowagemcut to ^iiftionour Godj the 

Joinvloga^ of whodjH can only ferve tain?- 

>Q]xaieit^$(or'icohdeiQiliat^ if you live i^ 

this pxai^ce.df pridd aod mahce^ envy .and 

iiatccd, kiil::and intemperance/ ev«na^ the 

vbeatbonr who knew him noti And though 

itLhtij/ti^ cfajt|itian wy^^ 4M^ 

.;gB»£bci^ htnoi Irom tihe reft ^if i^^aiik^d-; 



^^< 
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To this one God, for the means of 
grace vouchfafed to us in this life, and for 
the hopes of gjory in Another,' be aftribed, 
as is moft due, all honour, nlajefty, and 
dominion, all praiie and adoration^ both 
now and for ever* 
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without applying it to their own^advan- r>rsc. 
tigcf. Let them, however, bear in mind; ^^'^ 
tjiat, *^ without holinisfs no man" fliall fee : 
*^ the Lord:" none of the world's drcxft- 
or impurity will be fufFcred to continue in? 
his fight. • And in this he is no hard, 
maftcr, reaping where he has not fown, 
and requiring the fruit of good works,- 
without giving us ftrength and ability to ' 
bring them forth. He has provided for us 
the precious blood of the Lamb, and^ 
offered to us the affiftance of his Holjr 
Spirit, that we may be enabled to ferVe 
that true and living God in whom we 
believe. If wc are purged by him, we 
fliall be dean : if he walhes us, we fliaH 
be whiter than Ihow ; and when the 
kingdom of God fhall come, and his glory* 
fliall appear, we fliall be prepared ta 
behold his face in righteoufnefs*". • 

■•.■■. <» 
i 

« It has been aiked» ^ Of ^iriiat importance the do^iaf 
" of the Trinity can be to the State ?" We anfwer, much, 
every way ; as it is a dodlrine of the Scriptures, and as it is 
a doMne pregnant with the nobleft modves to chriftian 
lovjs and obedience. It therefore requires and demands the 
fupport of every ftatc wiihmg to enjoy the favour and pro- 

^ ^" Ffi tcOioa 
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PI 8C- the great inftapcc of Ae divioe lovoi 
^^^* toward, las; and that love propofed asr 
t^principle and tke pattern ef oor, laiw 
toward our neighbour. " If God io loved 
'* us/* that he "feat his Son.lo.be the; 
•* propitiation for our fins/' — iiich are the^ 
-words immediately preceding the tezt-«->*i 
dwn, " vre ought alfo to lore one ano- 
*.' Aer/* We might afk him in. whom 
2eal for the welfare of his feUow-crcatures 
bums with the brightefl: and moft'ardenfk. 
fltine, what his patriotic and' geftmv^: 
heart could wilh more, than that men- 
sm^t be brought to this blcfffd t*i»pef tf 
nind ? Did it but prevail in ite full tsa- 
tent, it would reform the wofld ^at; qnc^ 
Tranigreffion would ceafc, and .with -it 
2mich of our mifcry and tfoubfo. Thfe 
reign of righteoufneis and happinefe wSould 
commence, and paradife be, in great ra^a^ 
fbre, reftored upon earth. St. Paul af- 
iigns the rcafon, in very few words; 
^ Love worketh no ill to it*s neighbour *;" 

* Rom, xiU. xa, . :. »: 

it 
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*'. ^e .^&th?r JWld the Soij,^ hg^ve rnQrH* 

membering, that, how variQus ^y^r thjjv 
oeccMiomy may be, falvation is the one fole^ 
undivided end and work of all ; therefore 
to AU^Jet us addrefs our eameft prayers, 
and invocations, as to the Great Power tp* 
whom we have confecrated ourfelves an4 
fcrvice^; ",0 holy, blefled, and gloriou3 
*^ Trinity, three Perfons, and one Cxod^ 
" have mercy upon us miferable linners !*^ 

And thou, almighty and everlafting 
God, who haft given unto us thy fervants 
grace by.the.confeflion of a true faith tp 
acknowlege the glory of the eternal Trinity, 
and in the power of the divine Majefty to 
worihip the Unity; we befeech thee, that 
thou wouldeft. keep us ftedfaft in this faitlv: 
and evermore defend us from all adver- 
fities;- who liveft and reigneft QueJGgd 
world without end. 

.^. Ff4 ' To 
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DISC, rations on the w^/rj^ propofcd by St. 'John 
J^^^' for the duty of charity; add the^^cft^w^ 
ner of performing the duty upon titat nid- 
tire. '^ ' 

• Many fecm to think, that if feharity \it 
but fliewn, the motive is a mattdr of 
iVldifFerence. It may be fo to the 'party 
receiving, but not to the party bcftbwifig. 
A fick perfon is equally benefited, whether 
he, who fits by his bed-fide, fits tihertf 
firom real afFeftion, or with defigh to riiakfe 
a will in his own favour. Nothing can 
determine the flierling worth of an aftion, 
but a knowlege of the motive uponwliich 
it is performed. Here, then, we fhould be 
rerv careful not to deceive ourfclves. We 
fhould deal fairly, and fearch diir hearts to 
the bottom. In the day of inquifitioit and 
retribution, he who made them, arid there-* 
fore knows what is in them, will certainly 
do fo. Men and angels, on that day, wilf 
be madt acquainted not only with all we 
have done, but with the true reafbns "why 
We did it ; and the tranfaftions of human 

■■■■■-— life 
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CHARITY RECOMMENDED ON ITS TRtfE 
MOTIVE. 



iJOHN IV. II. ' 

If God Jo loved uSy we ought alfo to love one another^ 

GREATER injufticc cannot be done disc. 
to the doiftrines of Chriftianity, th^h xvi. 
to ftippofe them barren fpeculations, lub* 
je6ts intended only for the meditations ot" 
the pious in their cloiets, or the contro- 
verfies of the learned in their writings; 
and ifluing in no conclufions for the benc^ 
fit of ibciety, and the comfort of mankind. 
The contrary is happily evinced by the 
words juft read, in which, alluiion is made 
to the incarnation of the Son of God, as 

the 



:^ 1 s c. i|[6H<m^ ©f chkrity, by perfdfitlfng / thinii 
^^^* upon wrong and fmifter motives, we k^ 
come cxpofed to the mortification of lofing 
Atar reward. We may perform -'theifi 
merely becaufe there is a -decency • jiiid 
^propriety in fo doing; othert peSrform 
titem^ and wc fhould be thought nieaiily 
bf,^ were we to omit them f we tnAj pdi^ 
form them out of vanity, to acquire* the 
charafter of bene\"oIent; a chareAeii-tb 
which, perhaps, upon the whole, we liai* 
no good title : we may perform tiion oiit 
of envy, left a rival bear off the honour 
from us : we may perform them to beodme 
popidar, and fcrve by them ^bme iectdor 
'and political intcrefl: we may pcrforhi 
them in the way of commutation' for-a f*- 
ttnirite lin, In the praAice of winch -^trfc 
*have determined to continue,^/ and hopfe 
*thus to buy off the puniihrtient due to if- 
In this laft article we Ihall find otufelvt^ 
grievoufly miftaken. In all the reft, toay 
be applied the words of our Lord;. ''*You 
^ have your reward y -3^011^ ibt^t -^ the 
praifc of men; you <A)tidTied 'Itr'-^fou 
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it cim work him no ill j it can aevartinsc.^ 
iti^uie ittin in bis parfiwi, his bed^ his.pio^a ^^'^ 
p^ty> Of his chara^r ; it cannot ib muck 
as conceive a defire for any thing that bc^ 
longs to him. But it reftcth not content 
with ne^ives. It not only workcth him^ 
fto iU^ but it muft work for him all the^ 
good in it's, power. Is he himgry ? It wiH 
give him meat. Is he thirfly? It m& 
give him drink. Is he naked? It will 
clothe him. Is he lick ? It vnll vifit himiii 
la fa& £>rrowful ? It vnll comfort him. la 
he in priibn } It will go to him, and^ if 
poffible, bring him out. Upon this ground^ 
wars muft for ever ceafe among nationa; 
diffeniions of every kind among lefTer £>^ 
cieties^ and the individuals that compofe' 
them. All niuft be peace, becaufe aU 
would be love. And thus would every 
#nd of the incarnation be accomplifhcd; 
good will to men, peace on earth, and to 
God on high glory from both. 

In the farther profecution of the fubje^tt 
your attention is requeiled to a few obfer-> 
*^ vations 



J^itxi. iwBaatii ef chkrftjr, by pcrfofitling: ftihmk 
^^^* upon wrong and fmifter motives, we !>©- 
come cxpoftid to the mortification of loilnj^ 
tfltar reward. We ittaiy perfbim-'theih 
merely becaufe there is a ^eceAcy * iiid 
•propriety in fo doing; othert peirform 
tliemi and we fhould be tliought immfy 
bf, were we to omit them ;' we mny p*r^ 
form them out of vanity, to acquire' the 
charafter of bene\"oIent; a charaAeivi'tb 
which, perhaps, upon the whole, we hare 
no good title : we may perform ihtm out 
of envy, left a rival bear off the honow 
from us : we may perform them to beodmt 
popidar, and fcrve by them ^bme iectilar 
'and political intcreft : we may perfbrhi 
them in the way of commutation for a f*- 
touritc lin, in the praAice of which *tffc 
'have determined to continue, v and hoj^ 
thus to buy off the puniihrtient due to if- 
In this, laft article we Ihall find otttiyVes 
grievoufly miftaken. In all the reft, toajr 
.he applied the words of our Loni> ''-You 
'^ have your reward y you" ibt^t v-^the 
praife of inen; you cbtaiTied Ht r-^ou 

• ' ^<5M^t 
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lifc;:will J^ found far other than t^ey feen^. disc. 

Y V T 

Nay, there.- ate, even now, men of tbp •■ • \ 
wqrld, endowed with fagacious and pene- 
trating minds, who judging partly from 
TSfliat. they experience in themfelves, and 
f^art^y from what they have obferved^ .iji 
athcxs, figce not^ eafily impofed upon. By 
knowing a perfbn's general charac^bsr, aD(l 
Ijayiog circujnftances. together, . they wijl 
giv?r , a flirewd guefs at what is paffing 
wifhin, and not be led to take the oftenfi- 
hie mptive for the real. Somp French au- 
tbpra,, and, after them, fbme Englilh ones^ 
writk^g jupon this plan, have given a very 
unfavourable reprefentation indeed, of. hu- 
m?iB natur^. Their maxims are by no 
jpneans univerfally true ; but might be rerv- 
. d^red fcrviceable, if we made ufe of them, 
not to cenfure others, but to examine ourr 
felvej\ not to judge our neighbours, but to 
let,/>ui: ow n coixfciences plead; Guilty, or Ntft 

,:.Ia the cafe before us, fome information 
x^iieceflary for uj^.all, left, after performing 



r^itxi. iwB^fmi ef dikrit|r/ by perfdfmfflg^thetii 
^^ upon wrong and finifter motives, we In- 
come cxpofed to the mortification of loUng 
Atar reward. We ittay perform- --theih 
merely becaufe there is a -deceAcy • jiiid 
'propriety in fo doing; othert peirform 
titemi and wc fhould be tliought meaiily 
bf, were we to omit them f 'we hnty p^ 
form them out of vanity, to acquire 'the 
charafter of benevolent; a charsAer; 'tb 
which, perhaps, upon the whole, w« haTC 
no good title : we may perform tiion oiit 
of envy, left a rival bear off the honow 
from us : we may perform them to beo^me 
popidar, and fcrve by them ^bmc iectdor 
'and political intcreft; we may perfbrhi 
them in die way of commutation' for a fkh 
tourite fin, In the praAice of wfrich tfb 
'have determined to continue,"/ and hopfe 
^thus to buy off the puniihrtient due to if • 
In this laft article we Ihall find otirfelves 
grievoufly miftaken. In all the reft, taajr 
.be applied the words of our Lord > ''-You 
'^ have your reward y you- fot^t -the 
•praife of inen; you <AMatted Ht:'-^fcm 

fought 



It Hot; , „ _ 

■ *;^-f ;■-. ■ ■ • ' --^.^. 

r Thcte i* yet aiiotlrer ttibtive, tottcetning 
*Whieh /the tlctertnitiatiott is more xBfficult 
r*-*\i4itn we perform an ad:t)f xrharity, to 
tdTcape- frbm tire -pain i^i^fc fed at th^ fight 
of mifcty. We tdieve the objeft ; but it 
is, to relieve ourlclves. We hear rtinch of 
thefe f\xi^ feelings, from perlbns who rejcft 
with difdatn the inftuence of a highw 
:j«rinc!plc; God forbid we ifaou!d ^epi'e pia tc 
Jhis hnmtoid and exkjuifitdy tender {€ix^ 
tianicnt, . which the beneficent Author of 
iftxx natiwe gave us, as a fpur to remove 
the diftreflcs of others,* in order to get rid 
df our own uneafinefs. But it has beett 
j%*ftljr dWen^ed, tjlat ** where not ftrength- 
Hctidiby fbperior motives, it is a caiu^ 
*' aij^ precarious ihftrument of good, und 
^^ C^jfes to operate, except ih the immedi- 
,^f ajte prefence, and within tiie audible cry 
^h'^i' -iiri&ry : Thb' fort of feeling ,oftdi 
-'fi/orgets. that any calamity exifts which is 
i^i-pnt nf H'^KiOWii fight; and though?]^ 
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DISC. ^* woiild empty it's purfe for luch an occa^ 
^^^* " fional objcA as roufes tranfient fcnfibility, 
'* yet it feldom makes any ftated provifion 
'^ for miferics, which are not the Icfs real 
^^ becaufe they do not obtrude t^pon the 
*^ light, and awaken the tendeme^ of im- 
" mediate fympathy. This is a fort of 
** mechanical charity, which requires fprin^ 
*' and wheels to fet it a going^** 

Not fo the real chriftian charity, recom- 
mended in the text to be performed upon 
another motive — " If God fo loved us'* — 
as he hath done— ^" we ought alfo to love 
" one another :" A motive at once ratimai, 
pure^ zxA permanent. 

I fay, a rational motive. There is in- 
deed a feeling and an afFeftion in the ca,fe: 
•but they are founded on the higheft truth, 
and the ftrongeft re^fon; they axe fixed 
and direded by the judgment* A friend 
has done me the greateft fervice in, ^e 

^ Thoughts on the Manners of the Great, p. "64.. 

world ; 
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world; td his kindncTs I owe every gpod i>i s c. 
that I poflefs, crvery comfort that I enjoy* ^^^^ 
His kindneis I will therefore fetum through 
life', ia every inftance which falls within 
my power. This is the principle : it is, in 
fliort, gratitude ; a principle, deflitute of 
which, in ibcial intercourfe, the world 
itfelf -icarce allovirs to any perfon R)ore 
llian the name of a maxu Such is dir 
idea univerfally entertained of ingra^titiide 
toi a friend, a benefa<fk>r, a mailer, it 
paient;, a prince. But does: ingratitude^ 
then, change it's nature, and put off* it*s de^ 
Ibrmity, when the bbjed: i& the beft q£ 
friends, the moii: geoerous of ben^adlors^ 
the mc^ iridulgent of mafiors, the tender^ 
eft of parents, and the moft gracious of 
princes } God has made us, and redeem^ 
us; he has given grace,, and promifed 
glory. He alks no other return, but that 
we love him } and, as we can bring no ad- 
vantage to him hy fo doing, that we 
transfer iitch love, for his fake, to pur 
brethren ; and he places it tP his own ac^ 
count. In tliefe circumftanccs, if we 1^79 
G g n9t 
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i> 1 9 Q. 0pt them, we cannot be deemed ta jbve 
^^^* lum. In the whole compa& of our knoTvkge 
there ezifb not, fiurdy, a truth, ^hic^ 
while it fpeaks fo warmly to the huinsji 
heart, apptoves itfelf fo completely to the 
human underiUuiding. 



The motive is likewife pure. It otigti* 
nates from all that is liberal, generous, and 
noble, in the ibul of man. It has been 
&id, diere is a reward promifed; and 
therefore it is mercenary. But they who 
fay this feem not fufficiently to have con* 
iidered the nature of the reward. I love 
my friend, and defire, of courfe, to be 
5^ith him, to enjoy his company and con- 
verfation, and to live in his prefence. In 
all this there is nothing mercenary, no- 
thing fenfual, or felfilh % Of foch a kind 

c «r 'pj^g fcif.iove, which aims at the rewards of another 
** life, is perfeflly confident with focial ; the rewards being 
J^.. promifed to thoie only who love their ndghboiirs as 
V. themfclves." Seep. ^03 of the JReverend Mr. Whitaker^s 
Sermons on Education/ which well defervc the attention of 
iOl; Who are ^on^imiJl in that vfefbl and hoadurable caiijfl^ 






IS 
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is the reward promised by oul* Keivehly Dise* 
Friend* The defire of it is nb fign of iht *_ 
d^proiritjr, but of the cxdltation and per- 
f0£)don of our fouls. The body indeed will 
have it's lhare> but not in it's prefent ftate- 
It will be refined, it will be fpiritualised ; 
by the working of an almighty power, able 
tcr fnbdue all things to itfclf, it will be 
c^i«uiged into the fame image, from cme 
degree of glory to another, and faibion^ 
0d' like runto tiiat of it*s great Saviour 
and Redeemer. The reward is intellec- 
tual and divine ; and would be no re- 
ward- to a perfoft who was not himfelf be- 
ix)me fo. The motive therefore, notwith- 
ibmding the reward, is as" pure as it is 
rational..' 

v> And it is as permanent as it is pure. Is 
vanity our motive for charitable a<ftions? 
.It may , ceafq. Is worldly intereft ? It 
nxay ^ faiL Is faihion ? It may vaniih 
awdy. Is a feeling of compaflion and iym-- 
.piifahy ?: Such tempei^amvits may change, 
G g ^ an4 
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i> 1 $ c. and often do {o. But the argument dc* 
. duced from the love of God towards us 

can never f^I, any more than that Ibve on 
which it is founded. It meets us, livhen 
we arife in the morning, and when we go 
to our repofe at night ; when we behold 
the heavens, and the earth, and all the 
hafts of them, fervkig oiu' neceflities, and 
nainiftring to our enjoyments; when we 
find ourfelves furrounded by our famiUes 
and our friends ; when we go out, and 
when we come in ; above all, when, as 
now, we viiit his teimple, and hear, from 
his bleffcd word, the hiftory of thofe woij« 
derful works that he has wrought, and of 
the felicity he has prepared for us in ano- 
ther world, when this in which we now 
live Ihall tie pafled away, and gone into 
perdition. Often as we acknowlege thefe 
favours, and praife him for the mercy 
which endureth for ever, the queftion 
fliould occur. How <ran I acknowlege 
them, with what face can I praife hi|n foi: 
them,, if, after fo much given, I ani not 
*♦. - ready. 
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ready, upon this principle, to give to others? i> i s c^ 
Verily, our praifes, as well as our prayers, J^^.}\^ 
will rife up in the judgment againft us, 
and condemn us, — No — if we hope for 
final acceptance with our God, let us 
always, in our life and at our death, re- 
memb^ the inference in the text, and a£l 
upon it — " If God fo loved us, we dught 
'* alfo to love one another." 

The ftrength of this inference, and the 
hold it has taken upon your minds, will 
appear this day, by die fupport afforded to 
an inftitution which needs iuppprt, and^de•ii 
ierves it. 

It needs iupport, as relying folely on the 
voluntary ccmtributions of well-difpofed 
perfbns, and muft drop, if they are with- 
holden. But it can never be — In this 
refpeift, without incurring the charge of 
felf-adulation, we may fay, that all nations 
xriuft yield the palm to Englilhmen* At 
the firft call of the kind, they readily 
*' put their hands to the plough ;" and 
G g 3 ^ when ^ 
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pisc. when ihxj hare fo done^ it is iiot tfa^ 
^^^' cuftom to " look back/' 



That it deferves fupport, you will all be 
convinced, when it fliall have been briefly 
ibted to you, that the obje^ relieved by 
jt are poor ; that they are women ; that 
they are married women, in the moft paoxi-* 
fill and perilous iituation ; and that the 
relief is brought home to them, in their 
own houfes. 

God could have ordained that all ihbuld 
have been rich* But he has not fo ordain- 
ed. Poverty, with every other evil, came 
in, upon man's tranigrcffion. The altera- 
tion, which then took place in the earth, 
rendered labour ncccffary. If none were 
poor, none would labour ; and if fome did 
not labour, none could cat. DifFefence 
there muft be in rank and order ; and the 
rich are not of more fervice to the poor, 
than the poor to them. Equality of con- 
dition could not iiibfift by the eonftitution 
iDf nature, as the cafe has flood fmce the 

fall 
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fidL ' It muft be effected by a new w»y-^ Disa, 
by the diipenlation of love and charity. /^ 
The indigence of ibme mnft be helped by 
the foperfluity of others. *' The poor ihall 
*< never ceafe out of thy land,'* lays the 
God of liirael to his favoured people; 
*' therefore, I command thee, faying, Thou 
^' Ihalt open thy hand wide to thy brotheTf 
** to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy 
*' land ^.** An opportunity of being bl^ed 
is offered to the w^ealthy, and they fhould 
take particular care not to let it pafs them 
unregarded ; for, ^' Blefled is. the man that 
** confidereth the poor and needy.'* In 
the fight of God, we are all poor. " He 
*^ openeth his hand,'* and from it we re- 
ceive, both for our bodies and our foulsi, 
feod and raiment, medicine^ liberty, a^d 
joy. Our Saviour himfclf, rich in the 
pofTeffion of all things vifible and invifible, 
yet for our fakes became poor ; he has di- 
re(5led us^ in the perfons of the poor> to 
behold him, as prefent, and, when they 
iblicit our charity, to beflow it accordingly. 

' Deut. XV. 1 1 . 

G g 4 On 



4$6 Cimfy reammeniei m ks irm Mother 
p I » c. On the behalf of ipcpitxtfp nmre cannot be 

But it b peculiarly offlidivc, mhca it 
iSJls upon the weaker fex. At the iight of 
tbem in diilrefs, few hearts are fo hard as 
not to relent^ and £hew mercy and com- 
.pafiion. Formed originally, from man^ to 
mfm they of courfe look up for fupport. It 
is his duty^ and^ in all dvilized nations, it 
has ever been his glory, to afford iL Thdr 
dtim upon us is indeed a juft one. Thcjr 
^Werc created as help-mates, axid dirou^ 
life are found to be iiich. From the cra- 
dle to the grave, from the Twaddling*^ 
clothes to the winding-lheet, we arc in- 
debted to their good offices ; offices which 
can with propriety be performed by them 
alone. By them is thq burden of cares 
domeftic and oeconomical taken off from usr 
The tcndemefe and iympathy of their na- 
ture alleviate our forrows, their afFedion 
and fidelity double our joys. 

The pcrfons affifted by our Benevolent; 

Infiitution 
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Inftitution zn married v^omtn^ For'^ofe x> i s c. 

in a fingle ftate^ whom thoughdefii tui- ^ [^ 

feelings cruel proffigacy had deduced/ and 
over whom favage brutal luft had tjrran- 
nized for a time, and then caftthem, dcftl- 
-tutc and forlorn, upon the public, whem 
there was none to help ; few: luch, I lay, 
when iuffcrings and the grace of God co^ 
operating had led them to repentance, and 
to feek forgivenefe, where we muil all 
feck it, at the hands of a Redeemer — for ' 
ilich, a houfe of refuge has been opened, 
and ample proviiion made in it, of all the 
flffiftance requiiite for the purpoife. And a 
noble charity it is, '* There is joy in hea- 
'* ven over one finner that repenteth ;'* 
there is a joy peculiar to the circumftance 
of the flieep that is found, which cannot 
happen, unlefs that Ihecp has been loft. 
But let us not therefore, in the mean time,, 
forget the wants fiiftained by liich of the 
flock as, having not wandered, require at- 
tention and proviiion in the fold. ^* Mar- 
" riage is honourable :** God has pro- 
nbu'nced it to be {o, and man cannot render 
^^-- ■'••' it 



4^3 Ckarity rH^mmended tm as true Motfl^, 

D IS c. h otherMafe. By it's ofi^ring come tk^ 
^^^' ftrength 6f kingdoms, the eftabliihtnen^ of 
thronesj and the upholding of the world 
Among the Romans/ more than four ag6s 
dapfed, fiom the foundation of their city, 
without any complaint, or proceis, on ac» 
count of adultery ; and it was not till the 
year 521, that they faw the firft diyorce ; 
when, though the caufe was ipecious, the 
indignation of all Rome purfued the di- 
vorcer, to the end of his days. Thefc men 
were heathens; but their morals put Chrif^ 
tians wofuUy to the blufh ! Let us not be 
wanting in our endeavours to roll away 
the reproach which lies fb Jheavy on the 
prefcnt generation, by this inilance of re- 
g^d Ihewn to the honcft and faitiiful mar- 
ried. 

It is flicwn at a time when they moft 
need it — a time of diftrels and anguifli, 
when they are lufFering under the fentfence 
pafTed from the beginning ; when pains of 
body, forrows of heart, and terrors of ima- 
gination, aflail them with combined forces; 

when 
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when tbc^ ciiemy compaffcs tbem- round PiiQ« 
:ab(mt, wd poverty has fet all help at a ^^'' 
diftanqe. Their cries have been heard by 
the : Lord of Sabaoth^ and he hath raifed 
xipifriends to their afiiftance. They have 
obtained mercy from God to be " iaved in 
^* child-bearing ;" they ihould obtain it 
firom you. If it be true^ as the ^fe man 
has obferved, that " by a woman came the 
'^ be^bwing of iin^ and through her we all 
^* die ;" no lefs true it is, that when the 
Saviour was b(^, " by a woman came the 
^^ beginning of rigbtempufsy and through 
^ her we all Iwe^ " I am come^" fays 
Ihat Saviour himfelf, " that ye might have 
** life; and that ye might have it mor^ 
^^ abimdantly/' Evil is Iwallowed up by 
good ; and it muft be through our own 
fault, if we do not become gainers by our 
Ivis. SuUime and beautiful is the exulta- 
tion of M^y, upon the occaiion, over the 
great enemy-r— " My foul doth magnify 
^5.theXx)rd, and my fpirit hath rejoiced in 
^' God my Saviour. For he hath regarded 
^V^he. lowlinefs.of his^ handmaiden. For 
, . ^'bchbld, 
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X) 1 s c. ^* behold, from henceforth; all generations 
^^' , ^ (hall caU me blcffcd. For he Aat is 
^^ mighty hath magnified me^ and holj is 
^ his name : and his mercy is on them 
*' that fear him throughout all genera- 
** tions." 

LaiUy, die perfbns for whom yoiir be- 
nevolence » this day intreated^ are not of 
the number of thofe wandering and pro- 
feffional mendicants, who meet you, at 
every turn, with their clamorous and im- 
portunate petitions. Sober, and laborious, 
they are to be found at home; quiet, 
though wretched ; vifited only by that 
charity, which, like the influence of hea- 
ven's great luminary, penetrates into the 
deepeft receffes, and '' nothing is hidden 
" from the heat thereof." Thither our 
Inftitution goes to find them,- arid carriies 
to their own houfes the beft medical, and 
i^ery other neceflary afliftance. By the 
fubfcriptions of a generous public. Hospi- 
tals have been ere<fted, and are iupported> 
fpr the fame pujpofe. Without in the 

leaft 
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Feaft depreciating them, or detraAing from disc. 
their utility, it may yet be truly faid, that ^^^* 
tiiere are fome lupcrior advantages attend- 
ing the prefent plan. The wife is not ab- 
fent from her, family, where, though, for a 
Ane, Ihe cannbt hcrfclf do much, yet Ihe 
can direft what is to be done,; the huf- 
band can go forth to his labour, not an 
hour of which can well be fpared *, he is 
not induced. to iffend his evenings abroad 
in i^ublic houies, which may occasion ,his 
ruin, and that of his family ; being an 
eye witnefs to the fbrrows of his wife, the 
love between them is increafed; and affec- 
tion for the new-bom offspring will ftimu- 
late him afrelh to induftry*. 

All poffible circumftances appear to con- 
cur in recommending to your notice- a 
fcheme thus calculated for the prefervation 

• Sec An Account of the Benevolent Inftitution for the 
ibie purpofe of delivering poor married women at their own 
habitHtioQS, printed in the year 1786. By this it appears, 
that fince the eftabliihment, in 17 So, 9S19 perfoQi h^ve 
been deliveredr >'; • . 

of 
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, of martiage^ the encouragement of popida^. 
tioiij and^ as a coniequence of all^ the ge« 
neral welfare of fociety. It rnufl: be 
approved^ as ibon as known ; and when 
approved^ it will be encouraged* To 
thefe poor^ but not the leis valuable mo- 
thers^ in the hour of their utmoil diftrefi, 
and iharpeft anguifli^ open your hands^ and 
open them wide. Whatever you beftowr 
it will be well beftowed, and properly ex- 
pended. In every fenfe truly reipe(^ble^ 
honourable and noble are the perfons, who 
have been pleafed to take upon themfelves 
the fuperintendence of the expenditure- 
Parfimony at this time would be oeconomy 
ill placed indeed. Spare fomething in the 
magnificence of your houfes, ^nd ftylc of 
living, in the fplendour of your furniture, 
the coftlinels of your apparel, the luxury of 
your tables, and your vifits to public places; 
but in your charity fpare nothing. On the 
receipt of your incomes, fet afide immedi- 
ately ibme certain portion for this purpofe. 
When objeds offer, there will be a fund 

to 
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to draw upon : you will give cheerfully, i> i s c. 
and without grudging; you will always * 

be giving, you will always have ibmething 
jto give : and that which is fb given will 
be returned to you, with increafe abun- 
dant and eternal, when, in the light of 
afiembled nations, and all the hofts of hea- 
ven, the faying will be verified — " Bleffed 
^' are the merdful : for they fliall obtain 
^' mercy.'* 
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